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And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed.










(Is., 29, 11)

And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

(Is., 29, 18)

I have declared, and have saved, and I have showed.               
(Is., 43, 12)

I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

                                                                                                           (Is., 65, 1)

THREE THOUSAND YEARS PASSED AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHOWED UP OVER THE EARTH AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND THE SUN SHONE IN THE SKY, AND IF THE SUN COULD BE OBSCURED BY CLOUDS THE GOLDEN SHININIG OF THE LORD'S GLORY PENETRATED THE CLOUDS.
Russia, Moscow. December 22, 2000. 12:00 – 15:00.

FOREWORD
THIS is the history of the division of the days of the law and of the testimony, of the events of the years, of their (year) weeks, of their Jubilees throughout all the years of the world, as the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai… (Jub., 1)

Pentateuch of Moses (Thora), given by Lord to Moses on Mount Sinai, describes the events of mankind spiritual history from the days of Creation to the day of Last Judgment for "all the years of the world". The truth given by Lord to Moses is eternal and if people reject the Teaching, it will always show up in evidence, i.e. in natural or social events proving the righteousness or errors of the ways selected by a man, a nation or mankind.

Moses' Pentateuch is the result of Holy Revelation and it was the fundament of the leading world religions. It was regarded as Law for thousands of years prescribing the order of Hebrew people and then it became the basis of Christianity and had impact on Islam. It was interpreted and studied by many people and scholars. We will name the previous interpretations of Moses' Pentateuch as the first interpretation, as only a part of truth was revealed to people on wish of the Lord Almighty, while the rest was hidden till due time, as it was written:

The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deut., 29, 29)

It was said by Moses in his last words prior to his death as he was leaving the people of Israel at the Jordan river. More than three thousand years passed by and the Lord on His wish is revealing the next stage of spiritual stairway giving a chance to accept it and to climb up.

This interpretation is the next but not the last move towards the learning of the Road, Truth and Life given to people in the Scripture. 


The Pentateuch of Moses is the FIRST TESTAMENT, given by the Lord to mankind through Hebrew people. And the whole history of mankind starting from Abraham and the history of the Hebrew people, narrated in the Pentateuch is aimed to keep the truth given by the Lord about spiritual road of mankind from the Creation of the World till the renovation. The truth about spiritual road of mankind is vested in historical and spiritual bounds of creation and making of the Hebrew people. To avoid any confusion it should be noted that the word history in the second interpretation will be used in two meanings: spiritual history, i.e. the history of relations of man, people and mankind with the Lord, and natural history, i.e. the history of life and interrelations of peoples – the proper history. 



The Pentateuch of Moses is declaring the spiritual history of mankind: the past, the present and the future. This declaration is the FIRST TESTAMENT in time, when it was revealed to people as it comprises the spiritual history of mankind in full and, at last, it includes the promise of the Lord to save those loyal to the Lord. The Pentateuch of Moses describes only one move of the wheel made by the spiritual history of mankind – the Banishment from the spiritual level of Adam and the way of the Return to the same level. It's obvious that mankind will not cease to exist, the life will only begin with the fulfillment of the destination the Lord envisaged in creating the mankind.  


The natural history is the transformation of man and surrounding world, people and mankind, their relations in time. It's clear that spiritual and natural history represent the integral whole not to be divided into parts. The closest spiritual relations of man and the Lord took place immediately after the man was created and then banished him out, i.e. it was the spiritual motion of man (the road from the Lord), and it coincided with the direction of historical motion – from the past to the future. After the exodus from Egypt and entering into Covenant the direction of spiritual motion of Israeli people (the road to the Lord) was reverse if compared to historical development. The spiritual motion was aimed from the future into the past.

Whatever a man does, if he's striving to come close to the Lord he should face the Lord, it's one of the basic concepts to comprehend the Holy Scripture. There is no abyss between the Lord and a man. The Lord gives the way of Return, which was for the first time revealed to Jacob in the shape of a stairway. The transformation of man in accordance with the proclaimed spiritual concepts is the main goal of relations with the Lord in any religion. These concepts were in full unveiled by the Lord to Israeli people on Sinai mount and they were revealed further by Jesus Christ. The fulfillment of those concepts was aimed to bring the Israeli people from heathenism to stance of people chosen by the God, the kingdom of ministers for the whole mankind. The mission of Israeli people was to accept, retain and proclaim the Way of the Return to the whole mankind. 

The First Book Of Moses

G E N E S I S

INTRODUCTION

Comprehension of the Lord is unachievable for human mind. But as man is developing spiritually and receives the better understanding of the world, the Lord gives him chance to comprehend the Truth anew, which is contained in the Holy Scripture. This assistance is manifested in comprehension of new meaning comprised by the Holy Scripture and in revelations proving the constancy of the main provisions, the one of which is:





THE LORD IS SINGLE!
But it should not be interpreted too conventionally, as the Lord represents the unique multilevel system, while the names of individual divine manifestations with regard to creation (of the world and man) are known to people from Revelations. These Manifestations are demonstrated in the Scripture and feature individual properties. These levels show hierarchy with regards to creation tasks, while the direction is from general tasks to specific. It's proved by the fact of initial creation of spiritual world, which was followed by the creation of material world and the sequence of more specific creative deeds. 

Similarity is one of the Creation concepts. It is manifested in sophisticated multilevel nature of living structure and in the presence of collective mind, which is attributive to any living being: vegetation, animals and people. The collective mind is similar to the Lord, it is characterized by multilevel nature, while the upper levels show personal qualities. It is manifested in human society in the form of family and tribal structures, which further develop into peoples and nations. 

The most complete embodiment of the Lord similarity is given on His will to man: man has multilevel mind, the levels of which get personal qualities in the course of development, while the unity and integrity of mind is not to be ruined. Man holds the seed of the Holy Spirit and – it's natural – he is striving to comprehend the Creator and knowingly or unwittingly he is shaping the image of the Lord. It should be noted that images of the Lord which were revealed to prophets at various times were defined basically by the level of spiritual stance of people and by the level of the task those people faced. We have to understand precisely that no image no shape available to human mind can represent the Lord entirely and uniquely, and should be regarded as unallowable misrepresentation.

THE BEGINNING

The First Day – The Light

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." 

And there was evening, and there was morning-the first day. (Gen. 1, 1-5)

The creation of heavens and earth is comprehended as the creation of spiritual and material worlds, and both worlds are not independent: all the events of spiritual world are reflected in developments of material world and vice versa. As mankind is developing the impact of such development upon spiritual and material world is increasing and as a result mankind faces more sophisticated requirements for spiritual stance of mankind.


So, God created light as light is the Truth and God is creating in Truth. God separated light from the darkness and named the light "day" and then God was creating only in day time. If we believe that God created the most important at the beginning – the basis of the further creation, than the Truth is this basis, which ties into integral unity spiritual and material worlds. God is giving names to the creation, securing the creation. So, the day was named as the first and the night was the second.

The Second Day – The Sky

And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning-the second day. (Gen. 1, 6-8)



God created the sky and abyss – a portion of waters, which was under the air. The sky was named as the third. We'll note that during the flood all the three sources of waters were used: rain from the sky was followed by the waters flooding from the sky and then the underground waters came up.

The Third Day – Land and Seed-bearing Plants


And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning-the third day. (Gen. 1, 9-13)



Further on the land created by God is participating in further creation according to wishes of God. There is no Sun yet, but God has already created vegetation, seed-bearing and fruit-bearing plants. Thus Sun plays not the main part in vegetation world. We may recollect that light was created in the first day. Vegetation, seed-bearing plants and trees are the first products of earth according to God wish. Land was the fourth and seas were the fifth.


The Fourth Day – The Sun, The Moon and Stars


And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. God made two great lights-the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning-the fourth day. (Gen. 1, 14-19)
The Fifth Day – Birds And Fish 

And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." And there was evening, and there was morning-the fifth day. (Gen. 1, 20-23)


Water takes part in creation of living creatures, meanwhile water plays the key role in creation of the world: light and water are direct basis of anything living on earth, these elements are the basis of spiritual life as they are the symbols of spiritual truth and spiritual life.                                

The Sixth Day – Living Creatures On Land And People

And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-everything that has the breath of life in it-I give every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning-the sixth day.









(Gen. 1, 24-31)

The second creation of earth on wish of God – the plenty of animals. The earth gave them animal souls and since that time God ordered to give the blood of animals, which keeps animal souls, to land. God created people – male and female – and he gave them the power to role all the fish, birds and beast of the earth, he gave them seed-plants and fruit for food and land to rule. The ruling of man over animal world and land given to man by God would be distorted in the time of heathenism and as a result would lead to creation of various magic cults. But now the created world is characterized by spiritual unity and God is the basis of this unity.

The Seventh Day – The Rest


Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.


                                                                                                        (Gen. 2, 1-3)
The seventh day, the day of rest is the day of unity of the Creator and His creation. On this exact day God commanded the people of Israel to convene holy congregations and to devote this day to God, revering and trying to comprehend Him.
THE WAY OF MAN

THE WAY OF BANISHMENT


The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground-trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. (Gen. 2, 7-10)


On wish of God earth created vegetation on the third day and earth created animals and beasts on the sixth day. The earth participated in creation of man and it gave man vegetation and animal basis. The Creator based the unity of God and man in man's nature – the unity of spiritual, vegetable and animal worlds. As the man was created the next stage of creation began: the creation of all living on the level of Divine Manifestation – by the Lord God. The sequence of Divine manifestations shows that the creation begins with the last command and ends with the first as if the Maker stands facing God and moves up the stairs towards God fulfilling His commands.


Breathing the breath of life into man the Lord God passed man a part of Himself. This part was so huge and it can be seen by the fact that God gave man the prophetic qualities: foreseeing the spirit of animals and birds man gave them names. Thus the nature of man is tripartite: the animal and vegetable fundament was given by earth and the spiritual basis was given by the Lord God. The history of man is the history of fighting, the fighting of spirit and animal principles. The soul is of God, like a sparkle of a fire it may glow covered by human sins or it may fire up into bright flame, which will illuminate the way not only for this man, but for other people as well. The prophetic qualities were given to numerous people, but in most of them this fire died out and it could never turn into light for people, but those fires that fired brightly were immediately closed by the other people – it was burning the sinners badly. 



Let's focus on the fact that two main trees are growing in the center of the garden – the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We know that vegetation needs water and light. God created light in the first day, while water was supplied to trees from the river, which was running only in Eden and as it left Eden it was separated into four headwaters. We know that light is the truth. Spiritual and ethical laws, given by God, allow us to use the truth for the benefit of people. These laws define the spiritual way for man, which shapes the whole life of a man. Life was supported by river in Eden, the river was watering the garden and it was the spiritual source for the whole of earth. The separation of this river into four headwaters as it left Eden shows that the spiritual truth of Eden was separated into four spiritual streams beyond Eden. Each of these streams will be incomplete and forceless and only on the way of Return as the streams are united into one river they will be able to give people a chance to obtain spiritual power to comprehend good and to withstand the evil. Only after the unity on God will people can regain the initial spiritual positions close to God and get access to the tree of life.



Creating the man God gave him power to rule over fish, birds and other beasts, but He didn't give him power to rule over humans, God didn't give power to one people to rule others.



Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-everything that has the breath of life in it-I give every green plant for food." And it was so.


                                                                                                            (Gen. 1, 29-30)

So, God created vegetation and said it was good, God created sea animals and birds, beasts of the earth and people. We may note the order of creations in the Holy Scripture, the order is of utmost importance as it reflects the importance of each step or the relations and other interconnections between God and vegetation and animal world, interconnection of God and man, God and people. We will note further numerous confirmations of this order in the Holy Scripture.

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. (Gen. 1, 31)


The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

(Gen. 1, 29-30)


Thus, the first man, the male was given free choice with only one commandment: not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as labor in Eden was not commanded to man, while labor was natural part of life and the first man enjoyed labor. As we know that man was created from earth it means that working on earth entailed the transformation of man: he would rule the animal part of human nature by the spiritual. Taking care of vegetation meant developing and improving truth comprehension guided by soul and soul was given by the Lord God. 

But we know that any ban is followed by the temptation to break it, and the further creation of man was aimed at development of man. Different relations could have been settled between God and man:
a) man could have voluntarily accepted the commands and would have followed them. I.e. man would have been coming to God – that means the spiritual part was the dominant;

b) man could have been forced to follow the commandments by way of encouragement (blessing) and punishment (cursing). In this case man could have follow the commandments scared by punishment, he would have been careless about the fulfillment of commandments or he could have opposed to given commandments – it means the animal nature was dominant in man.

The fall of man happened as for some time the animal nature got over the spiritual. The serpent, the beast created from earth as well and given to be ruled by man used this moment. That's the starting point of any fight for power over world: what will be dominant over the world – the spiritual or animal origin. 


The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." (Gen. 2, 18)

The Lord God creates woman as a helper for man!
Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 

So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for man no suitable helper was found. 

So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man."

(Gen. 2, 19-23)


How could the man know the essence of animal world to give names to livestock and birds, how could he know the deep essence of nature? The truth of God Spirit given to man showed in this event, God showed the relation of man and vegetable world, which was nurtured by light of truth.



First the Lord God offered man to select helper among animals and as man couldn't find any the Lord God created the helper for man. As the man is talking about woman, about his bones and flesh, there is no notion about the spiritual nature of women, which she gained from man.


Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' "










(Gen. 3, 1-3)

Why did the serpent apply to the woman? The man had more stronger Spirit of God, man was a spiritual person, he would not be allured by the serpent, while animal origin dominated the woman and she was closer to the serpent than the man.


"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
(Gen. 3, 4-5)

But as it turned out to obtain wisdom people should not violate the commandments of God, but they have to follow them. Anyhow thousands of years passed and people would never learn it. The violation of the commandment entailed the first world disaster, the material and spiritual disaster which replaced the comprehension of the world by man by the comprehension of himself in the world. If people comprehended the whole world as a unity now the fall of man created new feelings – fear and shame the constant attributes of sin. The conscience of the man dropped from the spiritual level down to animal nature, he comprehended the animal origin, got shamed of his nakedness and put fig leaves as covering. The unity of the world was destroyed. Mankind (Adam and Eva) made deadly sin. On the way of Return man with assistance of God should redeem this sin. Man should return to the initial spiritual stance close to God, to unity of the world, as the unity of man and God can only be obtained through purification of mankind and redemption of sins made by the forefathers. The Lord God said to the woman:


"I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."










(Gen. 3, 16)

The woman was created "bone of bones" and "flesh of flesh" of man and as a result of the sin the woman would be even more ruled over by man.


To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return."

(Gen. 3, 17-19)


But why did the Lord God say: "Cursed is the ground because of you…"?

The Lord God could not curse Adam as he was blessed by God, so the Lord God cursed the ground, from the dust of which all the plants and animals including the serpent were created and Adam was created from the dust of ground. The dust of ground was the animal origin of man, while the Spirit of God was the man's spiritual origin. When woman brought the fruit pleasing to the eye and the animal origin dominated in man, it overruled the spirit of man. That was the initial sin – the domination of animal origin over the spiritual. Since that time this sin gained root in man. It's the fundament of man existence, of peoples and mankind. The ambition to gain power by one man over another, by one people over another is the main demonstration of this sin. This power may be demonstrated in various forms – military, economic, financial etc., but the essence is the same. 


So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

(Gen. 3, 23-24)

Banishing Adam from Eden the Lord God didn't say that Adam would never find way to Eden. It's said only that Adam was sent to work the ground, from which he had been created. I.e. he was sent to improve: to suppress the animal origin and to strengthen the spiritual nature of man.



Now hard labor and hardships awaited man on the ground, which was cursed through him with the death waiting for him at the end of life. This was the time people started to make sacrifices. Sacrifices were aimed to apply to God, to plead and to thank God at the initial stage, but as the Israeli people developed sacrifices were made for repentance, for redemption of sins, to show the weakening of animal origin of man and to proclaim the man's spiritual nature.


Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.
(Gen. 4, 1-2)

Eve gave birth to Cain and she marveled and believed that it was a gift given by God. But Eve didn't have prophetic gift, she was making an error in this case as well. God gave man freedom and He would not interfere – at least – with the birth of the first son. Cain was handsome and strong, he obeyed God and like Adam he went to work the ground. Cain as the firstborn is the spiritual successor of Adam, he bears all the blessings given to man by God. The fact that the Holy Scripture narrates about Abel and only than about the firstborn Cain shows that Abel was spiritually richer than Cain. 

The curse of the ground was soon delivered to man: Cain saw that God looked with favor on offering of Abel, who kept flocks, but God didn't look with favor on offerings of Cain, who brought some of the fruits of the soil. Cain was angry. 

In spiritual terms flock keeping was of higher esteem in the ancient world unlike work on the ground as shepherd cared about other beasts (cattle) and shepherd had more time to think about the world, while the labor of the farmer didn't leave him any time to think. Cain being the firstborn was the first to bring his offering to God, but his offering was not approved and then Abel selected the best of his flock and with pure heart gave his offering and it was looked by God with favor.

The vegetable offering of Cain was higher positioned than the offering of Abel, but the spiritual stance of the person is the most important for making an offering to God. The procedure shows the assuredness of man in spiritual and material unity of the world. Man offers material things to improve his spiritual basis, but the result depends upon the sincerity of the plead made to God.


Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."

(Gen. 4, 5-7)
The Lord tries to stop him, but Cain is deaf to what he is said. The Lord gave man a freedom of choice and in this case the Lord shows two ways to Cain: the righteous way and the way of sin, the Lord gives him a chance to understand where he will end – as you surrender to sin you become the slave of your sin. The Lord tries to wake the spirit in Cain, to help him, He gives man a new commandment – to make good and the Lord warns him that if he chooses the good some day he will make a sin. Cain could have seen looking at his parents, Adam and Eve, what happened if people sin. The freedom is given to man to select the righteous way and to "rule over the sin".
But even after sin man has the chance for repentance, but he must overcome the power of sin, he must rule over it. Repentance is accessible only when spirit overrules the animal being living in man. But alas the sin ruled over Cain and the first murder took place. It's obvious – Cain never knew death. He attacked Abel and went away, as a result the first death of man took place on earth.  

Cain was cursed by the ground but since then the murder got stronghold in the nature of people. The sin of Adam and Eve drove them away from Eden, but their relation with the Lord would not cease, while the sin of Cain made people banished from the Lord's presence. It was the second spiritual disaster. It was a spiritual disaster as the sin of Cain drove Adam and Eve from the Lord's presence as well. People were driver further and further away from God and their fallibility increased. Cain was punished severely: he was banished from his land and he became a restless wanderer on the earth. The meaning of relation to God was very important for people at that time, it's proved by the words of Cain:


"My punishment is more than I can bear. Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me." But the LORD said to him, "Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over."

(Gen. 4, 13-15)

The words of Cain show that communication with the Lord, "witnessing his presence", was worth anything in life, he would loose his parents as he was driven from his land! The memory about close position to God lived in all the next generations. This memory exists today and it gives people hope and strength to regain this close position to God.

But the LORD said to him, "Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over." Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him.

(Gen. 4, 15)

Cain would have to "suffer vengeance seven times over" as he left six generations before he died. It should be noted that Cain descendants survived through the flood in the person of Noah wife. So, the family of Noah included the descendants of two branches of mankind: of Cain and of Seth.


Cain was banished and the curse left with him.

So Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

(Gen. 4, 16)

Cain settled to the east of Eden unlike Adam and Eve, who lived to the west of Eden. The murder of Abel split mankind into two branches, which should be united only after the redemption of Cain sin.

Soon Cain gave birth to a son and he begot flock keepers, builders, musicians and craftsmen working with bronze and iron. Cain branch, the firstborn of Adam, carried the blessing given to Adam, and it showed in creative nature of his descendants. 

But the curse lived in this people and Lamech, one of the descendants of Cain, committed unconscious murder and said to his wives:


"Listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my words. I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for injuring me. If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times."


(Gen. 4, 23-24)
Cain descendants were left of earth, but the curse always followed them whatever civilizations they could have created. The tendency for murder and human sacrifices exceeded the "measure of evil" and they perished practically in a moment in terms of history.

Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, "God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him." Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD.

(Gen. 4, 25-26)
Pay heed to the fact that people began to call on the name of the Lord when there were more than twelve men on earth. That was the time the collective human conscience came to existence.


Adam begat other sons and daughters after it. 


When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.

(Gen. 6, 1-2)
The fundament of the Creation was broken: it was the time spiritual and material worlds started to get mixed. Sons of God came descended to earth to teach people, but they violated the commandments of the Lord, they got mixed with people and brought to them the knowledge the people were not prepared for. People began to apply this knowledge for evil goals.


The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. (Gen. 6, 5-6)

But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. (Gen. 6, 8)


This is the account of Noah.


Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. (Gen. 6, 9)


So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. (Gen. 6, 13)


But why did the Lord decide to destroy everything alive on earth and people in the first line?


The decision to destroy was caused by deeds, words, thoughts and feelings: "the earth was filled with violence", "every inclination of the thoughts of their heart was only evil all the time" and as a result "all the people on earth had corrupted their ways". 


Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. (Gen. 6, 11-12)

This is of utmost importance and we'll have a closer look at the fall of people.

Adam and Eve (two persons being equivalent to all mankind in this case) made the sin consciously, as the Lord warned them:

"But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."


(Gen. 2, 17)

The sin and absence of repentance resulted in banishment from Eden and curse of earth – the first world spiritual disaster.


As Cain and Abel were born and Abel was killed three out of four persons were touched by deadly sin (Adam and Eve didn't repent therefore the sin was left with them), it created new curse and banishment from the presence of the Lord. It was the second disaster. Man shed man's blood, thus at a time of Return this barrier could be overcome only by conscious human sacrifice to redeem the sin of Cain and to purify mankind (as a whole) of sins. 


As sons of God began to take the daughters of men for wives and brought knowledge to people, which they started to use for evil and "the earth was corrupted, as all the people on earth corrupted their ways", the way to Creation of life on earth was diverted and the Lord said:


"I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth-men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air-for I am grieved that I have made them."

(Gen. 6, 7)

So, people created new third world spiritual disaster by their sins. But unlike the previous two disasters in this case mankind was almost completely destroyed on wish of God.


The creation of mankind from Noah was regarded by God as creation of new mankind upon new purified earth. It's proved by the following: the first leaf the dove brought in its beak was olive – it's chrism made of olive oil is used to hallow new temples. God blessed mankind and made a new Testament with new mankind. As fruit plants were created in the third day, after the Flood God commanded people to eat fruits only on the fourth year.


For the existence of mankind it's of essential importance to know the critical number, the rate of people with deadly sin to the number of the total mankind, when the disaster can take place. Meanwhile the rest of the mankind is also regarded as sinners.


The first notion about such number can be found in Zechariah:


And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, said the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried…

( Zech. 13, 8-9)

Taking into account the fact, that two thirds is the number 0,666, we may admit that the number 666, noted in various apocalyptic revelations (the so called number of the beast) is the wrong description of the number 2/3, defining the conditions for the next world disaster. It should be noted that this condition is basing on the preposition claiming that Judaism is the upper spiritual learning in the world. As mankind rises to a new spiritual stage the number is changed. It shows that the next world disaster (in case it takes place) as all the previous will be done by hands of people and the Lord will come to judge people for their deeds.


The waters of the flood covered the earth

Every living thing that moved on the earth perished-birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died.

(Gen. 7, 21-22)


It can be understood that the corruption of people was so that man among all the living beings was put on to the last stage, even behind "the creatures that swarm over the earth". It should be noted that the wrath of God didn't cover vegetation on land and animal world in the seas.


As the waters of the flood covering earth started to recede the ark stopped "at Ararat mountains".


The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible. 

After forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. But the dove could find no place to set its feet because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him.

(Gen. 8, 5-12)


As the ark stopped the water began to come down and earth was purified from the sin. All the deeds of Noah are the spiritual manifestation of the future of his descendants. The creation of the world is beginning anew, where Noah is the representative of the Lord. At first Noah sends out the raven, it is the symbol of Babel banishment – the last stage of mankind Banishment, when the whole spiritual stance of mankind was destroyed. Mankind was separated into peoples speaking different languages and as a result mankind dissipated over earth. Then Noah sends out the dove, which is the symbol of Holy spirit. At first "the dove could find no place to set its feet" and it returned into the ark. For the first time the Lord gave the Holy Spirit to seventy elders of Israel and they began prophesizing, but then they lost this gift. Their spiritual nature could not enable them to retain it as they were not purified yet: the purification process was continuing "there was water over all the surface of the earth".  The time passes by (seven days) and Noah again sends the dove from the ark. This time the dove was away a whole day long till the evening and it came back with an olive leaf. For the second time the Lord gave Holy Spirit to apostles of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem and it stayed on them "till the evening", i.e. till the time the errors of Christians diverted them from the way of truth. "Noah that water left the earth", i.e. Christianity produced numerous spiritually clean people (olive leaf was in the beak). We may admit that "time till the evening" was roughly equal to a century and a half. For the third time Noah sent out the dove and it didn't return to him. It means the Holy Spirit will come to people for the third time, to those people who are close to the Holy Spirit and truth in their nature and will be prepared to keep it. These three times the Holy Spirit comes to people are interconnected with the first three stages of Return, and Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the forefathers heralded the Return.


By the first day of the first month of Noah's six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry.

(Gen. 8, 13)


The Noah's ark is the prototype of Tabernacle: it features three divisions (Holy, Sanctum Sanctorum, Ark), three entrances: door, window and upper roof. The beasts were distributed in those divisions according to their purity.


As the Lord said to Noah to leave the ark Noah came out with his sons, then it was the turn of their wives and then all the animals, living creatures, beasts and birds.


The righteousness of Noah and indisputable submission to God's wish saved him and his family. 


Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth."

(Gen. 9, 1)


God blessed people and blessed them to fill the earth, God made animals, birds, creatures that moved along the ground and fish to be ruled by people; God gave vegetables and animals for food to people and He gave them earth to rule as He gave it to Adam and Eve.


The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything. "But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.

(Gen. 9, 2-6)

Earlier we mentioned the triple nature of man, it allows us to take into account the triple nature of soul: animal, vegetable and spiritual. We may remember the triple blood system of human beings: arterial, venous and lymphatic. Triple nature could be traced in human conscious. 

The Lord says: "For your lifeblood I will demand an accounting from any animal…". These words show that animal may destroy only animal soul of man, which the Lord will "reanimate" and return back to Him. Unlike animals man destroys in man not only animal but human soul as well, for which the Lord will demand accounting, i.e. the Lord will resurrect and take back. Unlike the killing of man by an animal, when all the three components of man's soul are returned to the Lord, the killing of man by man only two components are returned to the Lord with the exception of the animal soul. Death of man caused by another man plays the purification part of a sacrifice except suicidal occasions. We recall that the first man killer, Cain, was killed by man.

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: "I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature that was with you-the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you-every living creature on earth. I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth."









(Gen. 9, 8-11)


After the flood God allowed people to use animals, birds and fish for food, but God commands a strict restriction – never to use animal blood for food. As it was discussed above life of a human being is represented by the contradiction of spiritual and animal origins of man, this contradiction usually ends by the defeat of spiritual nature. God allowed man to apply animal flesh for food, which was more pleasant compared to vegetable food. As a result man reduced time required to produce food. Man had much time for comprehension of himself, God and environment. But if using animal flash for food man was raised over animals and it gave him more freedom, the application of blood for food strengthened animal instincts in man and put him closer to wild animals. Animals were created on wish of God from earth dust and their blood as the vessel of soul should be returned to earth.    


New mankind was created from Noah sons – Shem, Ham and Japheth. But sins of people were coming along with them and when Shem laughed at his father, Noah anticipated the future and cursed Canaan, his son Shem and with his curse enhanced the deeds of God: "May Canaan be the slave of Shem!" Noah couldn't curse Shem as Shem was blessed by God. 

He also said, "Blessed be the LORD , the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem. May God extend the territory of Japheth; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his slave."

(Gen. 9, 26-27)

Till yet man was passive and fulfilled the commands of the Lord, though sometimes avoiding the commandments of the Lord. Now, for the first time Noah looked into the future and comprehending it pronounced the prophetic words of blessing addressing the Lord! His words show that for the first time man began to take active position in creation of man. Noah on behalf of mankind made the first move towards the unity with the Lord.

As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.






(Gen. 11, 2)

Eden was located in the East. People were banished away from Eden and they mover further away from the East coming further and further away from God. The return in East direction means spiritual motion to God, it's the path of return.


Shem, Ham and Japheth became fathers to numerous sons, who produced various peoples and there was single language on earth and single dialect. The words "single language and single dialect" show that people had the single spiritual position, they were not intended to get closer to God spiritually, but they wanted to rise over earth and to get closer to skies, the place of residence of God. It seems that this spiritual unity was based on memory of antediluvian history, when "strong, glorious people" inhabited the earth. And people said:

"Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth."








(Gen. 11, 4)
But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other."








(Gen. 11, 5-7)


What could have grieved the Lord? Not much time passed after the flood, but what goals are set by people, who only started new life?

a) they want to build city and they don't want to scatter all over the earth despite the wish of God: "Fill the earth";

b) they want to erect a tower to reach the skies and to find glory in it challenging God.

The Holy Scripture proves that at that time all people had retained the vision of God. Despite the flood people were not frightened by God, who severely punished people for their sins, they still regarded God as merciful, like children they try to come back to God despite his commands. Construction of tower of Babel was the first conscious attempt of mankind to oppose God.


The words "the Lord came down to see…" mean that for some time the Lord strengthened the link with human consciousness, the Lord showed up closer to men to find out more exactly all the plans of men as they were building the tower. Each spiritual condition of mankind corresponds to exact link the Lord had with human consciousness. And the Lord saw, that any further delay would have only strengthened people in their intentions.

It's obvious that in case people could have implemented their plans they would have aggravated their opposition to God will, and the Lord God stops it at the very beginning: the Lord confused their language and scattered people all over the earth. The confusion of the language is the elimination of unified spiritual nature of people, as it was their fundament to oppose God. People turned to be strange and scattered all over the earth. The Babel history is the fourth spiritual disaster of mankind. Mankind covered long historical way and the whole of this way was the way of spiritual losses. At first any living being was in unity with God, but after the Babel mankind lost the single language nothing to be said about spiritual unity of men. After the Babel people were scattered around the earth, they lost spiritual unity, which was supported by proximity to God and soon they lost the concept of Single God, people started to practice various heathen cults. The history of Christianity shows that the spiritual unity of people was stronger than any language ties. But the confusion of language had a positive impact: the unconscious unified opposition to God was replaced by worshipping heathen cults, and it was a lesser evil. 


We may note that the Lord created earth and all the living beings in six days and the seventh day was the day of rest. The Lord blessed this day. Later the septenary system was applied for chronology as the fundament of religious life in Judea. The genealogy of people starting from Adam is marked by seven generations periods, which play the important part in the history of mankind. As the seventh day was blessed by the Lord we may expect that each seventh generation will bring a person, who will show this blessing more vividly and vice versa – if the kin is covered by the stigma of curse each seventh generation will have to show up this curse. If we examine the Adam – Seth line we can find out that Enoch was ending the first seven, the holy man who was taken alive by God. Eber, the forefather of Hebrew line was the next to be the seventh. But every man born in any generation may find God's blessing, e.g. Noah. Noah was the seventeenth generation after Adam, i.e. the third seven in the third generation. The Lord created earth, seas and created seed-bearing plants and fruit bearing trees on the third day. Noah was righteous man, he was a fruit bearing tree giving life to new mankind.

The Adam – Cain line which bore the curse Lamech closed the seventh generation. His life also brought two deaths. If generations compare to days of creations we may recall that light and the darkness were on the first day. I.e. people are at liberty to choose one of the two paths: they may either live in truth, to bring truth to other people, or they can live in darkness and try to bring the mankind into darkness.  

THE PLAN OF THE RETURN

Abraham

The history of Abram relations with the Lord – the relations of man and God, father of nations and Celestial Father, is full of deep sense and has enormous value in understanding the will of God. At the same time it's the reflection of relations that could have established between people and God. Abram was born in the third seven in the sixth generation. The Lord created "all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground" and the man on the sixth day. Man stood to the Lord's expectations as the Lord saw that "it was very good". Thus Abram faced a wide choice of spiritual ways for development. The history of Abram showed according to the Lord's will three epochs of mankind history: the past – from Adam, the present, blessing and promise to create selected people and future – the way of return, that the Lord gives only to human beings. On the other hand Abram bears historical and spiritual traits of various personalities. It may be stated that Abram didn't belong to himself – he belonged to God and on His wish he belonged to the future mankind. With Abram the Lord begins to implement the Return of mankind to God, the Salvation of mankind.


Time was passing by. People were getting higher in number and they scattered all around earth. Heathenism was flourishing. Abram, one of Shem descendants, the son of Noah. He lived in Haran, he left heathenism in search of true God. Abram, born in sixth generation, selected the way of spiritual return to God and this search took many years. Abram and his wife Sarai showed prophetic nature. Once as Abram was 75 years old his search turned to be successful and he was noticed by the Lord.

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."










(Gen. 12, 1-3)


Abram with his wife and nephew Lot and with all his possessions and people and left Haran and went to Canaan land and built altar to the Lord.

We may note that the Lord always explains the reasons or the goals if a man can understand the Lord's wish. Abram kept flocks and he was peaceful man and as the herdsmen of Abram and Lot began to quarrel Abram found the best solution to the quarrel:


So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."


(Gen. 13, 8-9)

The ways to settle disputes created between people are the main showings of spiritual development, a kind of testing for man. The settlement proposed by Abram shows the attitude of Abram to people, he is guided by peaceful settlement of quarrels. He proposed Lot any choice of land for his herdsmen to sustain good relations, he is prepared to give up his interests though the difference between Lot and Abram positions is huge.

As Abram and Lot got separated reaching a settlement for the quarrel the Lord confirmed once again the promise to increase the people of Abram and to give them this land. The Lord said to Abram:

"Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."

(Gen. 13, 17)

The life of Abram (and Abraham) is showing the future of his people: the exit of Abram from Ur is the showing of the exit of Israeli people from Egypt, the wandering of Abram is the prototype of forty years wandering in the desert. It should be noted that "length" is the distance from the East to the West, while "breadth" is from the North to the South.


Abram takes off the tents and moves to another place, where he builds a new alter to warship the Lord. The Lord witnesses the righteous life of Abram and always helps him: as it was in Egypt, when the Lord saved Abram and made him a rich man, and as it was at a time when Abram saved Lot from the capture, when Abram with a small number of men fought the larger army and "returned all the possessions and Lot".

After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand."

(Gen. 14, 17-20)
When Abram, the prophet, met Melchizedek, the priest of God Most High and gave him "the tenth part of all", it showed that Abram saw the sanctity of such a high level in Melchizedek that he accepted without any hesitation his priesthood. The fact that Melchizedek brought bread and wine, the attributes of the future Christianity, and didn't make an offering with Abram, proves that he was already at that time in such a spiritual position, which was corresponding to future Tabernacle of the Congregation. Like Noah, who saw that the way with the Lord is the best way for mankind, Melchizedek knew it long before the meeting with Abram. But in this case Melchizedek saw that Abram was standing for the unity with God's wish and he blessed this unity. 

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward."
(Gen. 15, 1)

But Abram said:


O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 
Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars-if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness."

(Gen. 15, 2-6)

Thus the appearance of spiritual man begins from ruling over the animal nature of man, which will lead to righteous deeds and will transfer into righteous life. This is the fundament for true faith in the Lord. And if man has got faith the man is righteous and he leads the righteous life.


He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it." But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?" So the LORD said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon." Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half.

(Gen. 15, 7-10)
The Lord makes covenant with Abram and in accordance with the covenant the Lord promises to give the land to his descendants. But Abram represents three individual agreements in this covenant: the covenant with Abram, the covenant with Isaac and the covenant with Jacob, it's supported by three offerings – heifer, goat and ram. These three covenants are anticipating the three stages of man's return to God. The fact that two various birds are used for offering shows the various spiritual fate of these covenants. The offering of a dove and a young pigeon shows that they represent only one party, the part of the Lord. The offering of a dove and a young pigeon reminds of three times the dove flew from Noah's ark. The three stages of mankind Return to God are showed by covenants with forefathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, they characterize various level of mankind relation with the Lord and accordingly the ability to retain the Spirit of God.  

The Lord told Abram his own future and the future of his offspring till the time they would come back to this land. He said:


"Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."

(Gen. 15, 13-16)
It means that any sin "is measured", as the measure is overstepped the people is to be punished as Amorites will be punished for their sins and the mankind will be punished.

When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates - the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites."

(Gen. 15, 17-21)
At that day the Lord for the first time appeared in front of Abram as a smoking fire port and blazing torch and gave the promise and made a covenant with Abram saying what land the Lord would give his descendants. This appearance of God would be retained in the mind of Abram's offspring for the next years to come.

But Abram hadn't got children and Sarai, his wife, said:

"The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her."

(Gen. 16, 2)
Abram followed the advice of his wife. Sarai sent him Egyptian maidservant Hagar. As Hagar conceived she got proud and began to despise her mistress, Sarai. As Sarai mistreated Hagar and she fled from her.

The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?" "I'm running away from my mistress Sarai," she answered. Then the angel of the LORD told her, "Go back to your mistress and submit to her." 

The angel added, "I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count." The angel of the LORD also said to her: "You are now with child and you will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael,…"

(Gen. 16, 7-11)
Hagar flew away from Sarai and violated the Predestination of God for her son: her son would have to create the large people. Ishmael would have to learn a lot from his father Abram. The angel of the Lord returns Hagar to Sarai. Ishmael will be the forefather of tribes, which in future will be called Arabs, and will have Islam. It's showed later as Paul was prohibited to preach among Arab tribes. Islam is one of the four spiritual trends like one of the rivers, which watered Eden garden.


When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers." 
Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God."

(Gen. 17, 1-8)
We already noted that Abram belonged to the sixth generation of the third seven. What meaning has the change of the highest appearance of God – God Almighty, changing his name into Abraham? It means that Abram led righteous life and on wish of God he begat a new man in himself – Abraham, the blessed man in seventh generation and from now on Abraham belonged to the seventh generation. The change of the name shows that Abram, the historical person, will have on wish of the Lord to become Abraham and to fulfill the spiritual destination. The change of Abram into Abraham shows that the plan of the Lord for the return of man to Got entered into force. The Lord Almighty may come into man's life only once – at the turning point when the change of man's fate is interconnected with the future of mankind.

What does it mean: "I will be your God and God of your descendants…"? First of all it means that according to the covenant Abraham opens his conscience to shape spiritual niche for himself and his descendants with special apprehension, goals and obligations. The Lord doesn't restrict the freedom of man and makes it in belief that this covenant will be for the benefit of Abraham and his descendants as well as for the benefit of all the peoples.

In part the covenant with Abraham included circumcision for any male old days old and for all men including servants.

Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.









(Gen. 17, 14)
The Lord creates unified spiritual level of conscience for Jewish people and circumcision, the purification as an offering, is the necessary term to be accepted to this spiritual level. The man who has not made circumcision will not belong to the spiritual unity, he is separated, he is not related to other people by covenant, which the Lord gave to Hebrew people. He is alien. The phrase "to cut off from his people" is replaced by "to stick to his people" by Moses in Deuteronomy to note the junction, the creation of unified spiritual position of people with the Lord.


God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."

(Gen. 17, 15-16)

Abraham laughed to himself as he was old and Sarah was old and said to the Lord:


"If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!" Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.
(Gen. 17, 18-19)
God promised Abraham to give him a son from Sarah and God will make covenant with him, and through him with his descendants. It's stressed that the Return will be connected with Isaac. 


And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation.

(Gen. 17, 20)
The blessing of God was on Ishmael and Ishmael begat twelve sons, who produced numerous descendants turning into large people.

We may recollect that as twelve men appeared on earth people started to call the name of God. Thus the blessing of Ishmael showed up in his twelve sons and later it gave birth to a large people.   

Abraham took every mail in his household and circumcised them as the Lord said.


The great award on earth is to become father to numerous peoples and the even higher award is to become father of the great nation. But history demonstrates that uprise of a people takes place for a short historical period. Usually it was interconnected with the conquering of other peoples and it never had any serious impact upon the development of mankind. A more serious impact was made by cultural developments of some nations, but only following the commands give by the Lord can give the most powerful impact upon lives of people.


Some time later as Abraham was sitting near his tent the Lord again appeared to him. Abraham raised his head and saw three men standing in front of him. He came out and proposed them to wash their feet, to have rest and to take food and only then to proceed their way. As they gave their consent he asked his servant to prepare the best calf. He asked Sarrah to make three breads. He stood nearby as they sat under the tree and ate.


"Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him. "There, in the tent," he said. Then the LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son."


(Gen. 18, 9-10)
Sarrah heard it and said to herself:


"After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?" Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I really have a child, now that I am old?' Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son."

(Gen. 18, 12-14)

As Abraham went out to see them on their way


Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him."

(Gen. 18, 17-19)

The words of the Lord "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?" shows the goal of God for creation of man and the supreme ethic concepts God is guided by. Man should be a participant, assistant in creative activities and the Lord is teaching man showing him his mistakes. The Lord names Abraham His servant, but it sounds as the utmost showing of righteousness and Abraham understands in full the commandments and plans of the Lord. The levels of this perfection are represented by words "sun", "servant".   

But why are all the nations of earth be blessed through Abraham? As till that time people were driven away for their sins from God. Starting with Abraham the Return to the Lord begins. Centuries and millenniums will pass and the Lord will nurture and bring to people those men, who will be represented through Jacob, Isaac, Abraham and Moses. As people have to go through infancy, childhood, time for training and education, the mankind faces time periods when the Lord gives new truths to people. But the time given to mankind as well as for any individual person for spiritual development is limited. The price to be paid for the choice is life or death. 


Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know."

(Gen. 18, 20-21)

As we noted above there is a limit for people's sin, here this limit was overstepped: "the sin is so grievous".

Abraham being a prophet comprehends what it may entail for people of Somod and he asks the Lord:


"Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
(Gen. 18, 23)
Far be it from you to do such a thing-to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?"

(Gen. 18, 25)
Abraham being diffident in nature is guided by love to human beings. He overcomes his fear and pleads the Lord to have mercy on people reducing the number of righteous men.

Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes 






(Gen. 18, 27)

He fought for the lives of people until he reduced the number of righteous men to ten and the Lord satisfied his pleading. The cities were punished: the fire destroyed the cities. Only Lot and his daughters could be saved.

Time passed by.

Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him.

(Gen. 21, 1-4)

Isaac was supposed to be born by Adam in the blessed seventh generation, but the change of Abram name on God's wish made him to be born in the first generation.

What has happened? As the Lord created Adam the Lord once again created a man. Though this time the man was born in a natural way it doesn't lessen the importance of the event. Moreover Abraham claimed only once that he didn't have common from Sarrah, but the Lord would not once promise him to create a numerous nation from him, stressing that his descendants will take from the child Sarrah would borne him. The promises made by the Lord and the fact that Abraham was hundred years old stress the importance of the event. In case the birth of Isaac was only one link in the chain of generations of descendants this event would have not been so seriously discussed in the Holy Scripture. Isaac was the first male to be circumcised on the eighth day according to covenant. 

Years were passing by, Ishmael and Isaac were growing and when the jealousy of Ishmael and his complaints about the right of the firstborn turned to be dangerous putting at risk the life of Isaac, Sarrah asked Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away. Abraham was very confused but God promised him to bless the son of the maid servant and to make numerous nation of him. Hagar and Ishmael left them and began to live in Paran desert. The sending away of Hagar and Ishmeal from Abraham and Sarrah symbolizes the creation of a new nation, which will be given Islam. But why Islam is regarded as the first religion in the Holy Scripture while there were yet no hints about Judaism and Christianity? It's more important for the Lord to give the correct sequence for Return of mankind to God, but not the sequence of banishment. The historical sequence selected by the Lord as He gives religions to people and the sequence of spiritual stages of Return are opposite as the Return is coming on the line Jacob – Isaac – Abraham.


Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 
"Here I am," he replied. Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."

(Gen. 22, 1-2)

Abraham followed the commandments of God all his life and he got his award – the only sun born to him by his beloved wife. The son will be his inheritor. The words "your only son, whom you love… sacrifice him as a burnt offering" sounded frightening to him. What has he done?

Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.
(Gen. 22, 3)
Abraham didn't say a word, he stood up and started on his way. He came back on the third day. He did remember the promises of God about his people and he believed that the Lord will somehow save the life of Isaac. But three days to death and he was supposed to be the cause of his son's death should have been like an eternity for Abraham. This three days long way could be compared to the way Jesus Christ went on to Golgotha while he was surrounded by alien people awaiting the bloodcurdling sight.

The third day was the day to bring solution to fate of Isaac, Abraham. It was important for spiritual development of historical perspective of billions of people. A seed being put into earth produces sprout and then a plant, is blooming and brings fruit – but in this case the wish of God is brought to life as to earth, it will have to grow, develop and bring fruit thousands of years.

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.

(Gen. 22, 7-8)

Isaac says: "My father!" But we hear: "My God, my God! Why have You forsaken me?" The prophetic words of Abraham: "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son" combined two historical and spiritual moments – the present and, may be unconsciously, the future, the other offering, when God would send the Lamb to redeem sins of the previous generations and to purify the present generation. 


When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."
(Gen. 22, 9-12)
With Abraham the Lord begins the first four stages of mankind Return to God. All the past time brought disappointment to the Lord as people tended to get further and further away from God, though there were righteous people among them. The Lord foreseeing the future makes a decision if man is worthy to be given assistance to go along the road of Return. The Lord knows that to save the selected others will have to be sacrificed.


Abraham was the closest to God man at that time. He was the man who was brought by the Lord away from heathenism, he was saved by the Lord numerous times and he was made rich by the Lord: the Lord gave him land, herds, success in any deed and at last the Lord gave him his son, who was supposed to start a new nation. This time the Lord is testing Abraham. Does the Lord really need this test? It's for sure, the Lord has no need in it! The Lord foreseeing the future of mankind knows the way Abraham will behave. This test was required for the descendants, for those who would execute Jesus Christ, for their descendants, who would go to crucifix, and those who are in woods and deserts nowadays.


In thousands of years when people would become too proud believing they were ruling the nature, but in reality they and the nature would be the offerings, when the fire of faith would start to go down – this test would be needed for people to reveal the truth and to assist them to change their way. As the way they have chosen leads to death!


Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.

(Gen. 22, 13)

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."

(Gen. 22, 15-18)

This experience left a deep impression in soul of Isaac for all his life and he began to apply the word "fear" for God. The blessing given by God to Abraham passed to his relatives: Nahor, brother of Abraham, who was childless, started to give birth to sons. 
Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the LORD had blessed him in every way.

(Gen. 24, 1)


Abraham started his life from search of true God and he passed a long spiritual path. On wish of the Lord he crossed all lands, which the Lord promised to give his descendants. Anywhere where he stopped he made altars to make offerings. The first altar was made not far away from Shechem next to Moreh, the second alter was erected on the way between Bethel and Ai, the third was made near Hebron, close to Mamre. Then Abraham dug a well in Beersheba and planted a tree, where he "praised the Lord, eternal God". The deeds of Abraham prove that he knew the complete way of Return from God as the number of erected altars was equal to number of altars of tabernacle and the dug well (purification by water – the precursor of baptizing by Christ). The altar for offer Isaac in Moriah land was the prototype of Golgotha where Jesus Christ was crucified. The soul of Abraham comprised the service to God and people, he tried to protect people whenever he could and everywhere and anytime he preached the belief in true God.

Abraham lived among Canaanites. He remembered the promise of the Lord to make his descendants as a great people and he sent his servant to select wife for Isaac from his people, saying:

"The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father's household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me on oath, saying, 'To your offspring I will give this land'-he will send his angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there.

(Gen. 24, 7)


And the Lord assisted the servant to find wife for Isaac when he brought him to grand daughter of Nahor.


Altogether, Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people.

(Gen. 25, 7-8)
                    Isaac

After Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac.

(Gen. 25, 11)


Isaac got married in being 40 years old, he married the girl that was destined for him by the Lord.


Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.

(Gen. 25, 21)

How could it happen that the woman selected by the Lord for Isaac was barren? It's obvious that this selection was made according to wish of the Lord as the Lord created Isaac, the Lord listened to prayers of Isaac and gave him Esau and Jacob. They were born on wish of the Lord, their birth was of great importance for the history of mankind.


The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, "Why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the LORD. The LORD said to her, 
"Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger." 
When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb.  The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.

(Gen. 25, 22-26)
The birth of Esau and Jacob showed that they would be forefathers of great nations and that Isaac during the offering was the prototype of Jesus Christ, who brought Redemption and Purification of people from sins. The birth and life of Jacob comprise the secret of the Israeli people fate and the fate of mankind. The lives of Esau and Jacob show the spiritual and historical split between the Abraham descendants into heathen people and nation selected by God. As the split took place after the death of Isaac, this split of nations on the way of Return will be overcome only by Jesus Christ, while Isaac was his prototype. Jesus Christ on wish of God would open the heathen nations and descendants of Esau the way to God. The life of Jacob like the life of Abraham comprised the future lives of historical and spiritual outstanding people, who would live thousands years after him. Today the forefathers come to our life to show spiritual way to mankind and to define historical fates of people.

The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

(Gen. 25, 27-28)


Like Ishmael, the brother of Isaac, was good at shooting bow, was a hunter and lived in the desert, Esau was a good hunter and spent much time in the open country. People of that nature usually face risks, they are brave, they like freedom and prefer to rely on their sharp eyes and skilled hands instead of prayer. Esau was the man in whom the animal nature showed up in full. Jacob, like his grandfather and father was quiet and peaceful man.

Esau was the firstborn, he inherited the best part of the property as the one to continue the family, he received the main spiritual gift – his father's blessing. But the Lord already informed their mother, Rebekah, that the wild Esau would be ruled by Jacob. Rebekah had to wait till the prophesy would take place. Once

when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. He said to Jacob, "Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!" (That is why he was also called Edom.) Jacob replied, "First sell me your birthright." "Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?" But Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.

(Gen. 25, 29-34)

Esau had the birthright only to obtain the fortune of his father, while Jacob regarded the birthright not as connected with the inheritance of father's fortune, but the blessing of the Lord. He knew the story of his grandfather and life of his father and he connected his life with God, the Lord of his grandfather and father. The selling of birthright gave him the right to be the inheritor of the kin, while Esau was careless about traditions and family values. The blessing of the Lord was the most important for birthright.

Now there was a famine in the land-besides the earlier famine of Abraham's time-and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar. The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws." So Isaac stayed in Gerar.

(Gen. 26, 1-6)

The enormous endeavor Isaac lived through in his childhood changed him. The fear of God had a permanent stance in his soul and he called God – Fear.  But fear can only make people fulfill the wish of God, but this attitude will never bring people closer to God, it will not create necessity of God like the feeling of Abraham. The Lord says that He will fulfill his promise he gave to Isaac's father Abraham. The saying of the Lord addressed to Isaac is for the first time divided into three parts: commandments, decrees and laws. Note what the Lord says about Abraham: "Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws". The return to God begins with the fulfillment of simple decrees and requirements and only then as the soul of man is strong the man faces more strict requirements.   


Isaac did what the Lord commanded him. While Rebekah was a beautiful woman Isaac did the same as his father did: he told people she was his sister. The untruth was very soon disclosed and Abimelech, the king of Philistines recalling Abraham ordered his people not to molest Isaac and his wife.


Isaac planted crops and the blessing of the Lord was on him. Very quickly he turned into a rich man. Philistines began to envy him and on request of Abimelech Isaac left Philistines and went to Gerar and set his tents there in the valley.

Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave them the same names his father had given them.

(Gen. 26, 18)

Isaac is the prototype of Jesus Christ, but numerous scholars find the correlation only in the fact of the offering supposed by Abraham. Still Isaac dug and purified wells made by Abraham and he brought life to the desert. The waters of the flood purified earth of sins and later Isaac brought water from the wells. On the way to return to God mankind should go the same way it was banished by the Lord. Jesus Christ reinstalled old Laws by preaching like Isaac purified wells of Abraham, he brought fresh water and spiritual meaning. We may recollect words of Jesus Christ as he spoke to the woman of Samaria:


Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinks of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

(John 4, 13-14)

Like the shepherds of Gerar land and local residents argued with the servants of Isaac about water, the priests and scribes fought against Jesus Christ and his disciples, though the teaching of Jesus Christ is a single whole with the Holy Scripture. But Isaac was not only purifying old wells made by Abraham, he dug new wells and Jesus Christ brought new truth to the world, new spiritual values and mankind could make a new move in spiritual development. Baptizing of Jesus Christ was introduced to overcome the aftermath of the flood: water purified earth of sins and gave a chance for a new spiritual life for an individual person. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ redeemed the sins of mankind living prior to flood, but it didn't redeem the sins of Adam, Eve and Cain. Jesus Christ made the sacrifice giving people a chance to return into the pre-flood spiritual state, which was closer to the Lord and provided closer relations to God. This relation was very close to God as the Spirit of God overwhelmed numerous people as it had been in the time the people was wandering in the desert. The flood was made on wish of God as "the man's wickedness on the earth" was beyond the limits and "every flash corrupted their ways on earth". God is merciful, He sends his son to take the sins of mankind, the death of his son will wipe the sins of people. Only purification of sins may give people to get a new spiritual state. A sin of a man and a sin of a people (of mankind) – those are different categories. 


Isaac got old and his sight was so bad that he could hardly see. The point is not the physical sight, though the aging spiritual stance, the prophetic visioning of Isaac almost left him. Isaac being a man of the first generation faces a choice between light and darkness. He chose Esau despite the wish of the Lord, thus he chose physical and spiritual darkness. Meanwhile his wife Rebekah obeyed the wish of the Lord as the Lord told her "the older will serve the younger". Rebekah liked Jacob. As Jacob got the birthright from Esau when he gave Esau the food, Rebekah stood for Jacob.

Rebekah decided not to wait till the promises of God could be fulfilled and took the fate of Jacob in her hands. Jacob got the birthright, but he had to receive his father's blessing as he was blessed by God and the blessing of father was the most important in relation to God. The fight of Esau against Jacob is symbolizing the future fight of heathens against the Israeli people, the spiritual and historical fight. The spiritual confrontation would be settled with the advent of Jesus Christ, when the way to God, the way of Return was opened for heathens. Like Esau and Jacob were unified in their father Isaac, Israeli and heathens would be unified in Christianity. 


One day Isaac called his older son Esau and said to him:


"My son." "Here I am," he answered. "I am now an old man and don't know the day of my death. Now then, get your weapons-your quiver and bow-and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me. 4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die." Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it back…
(Gen. 27, 2-5)
The prophetic vision of Isaac was low that he prepared to die though he would live long enough. Rebekah heard the words of Isaac and told Jacob. She told Jacob to bring two young goats and she would prepare some tasty food his father liked. Jacob brought the food to his father and Isaac blessed him. But Jacob said:

"But my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I'm a man with smooth skin. What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing."

(Gen. 27, 11-12)

And Rebekah told him:

His mother said to him, "My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me."

(Gen. 27, 13)

She made him do what she was intended to do, she took the clothes of Esau and put the clothes on Jacob. She covered hands and neck of Jacob with goat skins.

He went to his father and said, "My father." "Yes, my son," he answered. "Who is it?" Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your blessing."

(Gen. 27, 18-19)

Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or not." 

Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau." He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him. "Are you really my son Esau?" he asked. "I am," he replied. Then he said, "My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing." Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come here, my son, and kiss me." So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, "Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. May God give you of heaven's dew and of earth's richness - an abundance of grain and new wine. May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be blessed." 
After Isaac finished blessing him and Jacob had scarcely left his father's presence, his brother Esau came in from hunting.

(Gen. 27, 21-30)

Righteous deeds can never be based on deceit. Alas, Jacob was punished. He was forced to leave his home and as a poor he came to Laban. He was also deceived in the darkness of the tent when he received Leah instead of Rachel and he had to serve more than twenty years. Jacob redeemed his sin in hard labor and obedience. But as the Lord saw his obedience and resignation, He returned his mercy for him and gave Jacob numerous offspring. Twelve sons borne on wish of God is the symbol of fullness and especial fate of the future generation. The Lord was merciful to Leah and gave her numerous sons, while the heart of Jacob belonged to Rachel. 

Esau heard that Jacob received father's blessing with the help of deceit he burst out with a loud cry and began to plead his father to give him the blessing.

His father Isaac answered him, "Your dwelling will be away from the earth's richness, away from the dew of heaven above. You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck." 

Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 

(Gen. 27, 39-41)
Cain was the man of the second generation after Adam and Esau was the second in the fourth seven. Twenty one generations passed but the curse is living in every man – give way to grief and anger and it will overwhelm the man. Cain "woke up" in Esau and found the victim – Jacob like Abel was keeping flocks.

A deep interconnection can be noticed in these lives, which were separated by thousands of years. This interconnection will show up in several thousands of years in the future. 

Rebekah learned Esau plans to kill Jacob and she sent Jacob to hide for some time in Haran at her brother Laban. Esau was married to Hittite women, she told Isaac:

"I'm disgusted with living because of these Hittite women. If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this land, from Hittite women like these, my life will not be worth living."

(Gen. 27, 46)

Isaac called Jacob and blessed him:

May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until you become a community of peoples. May he give you and your descendants the blessing given to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now live as an alien, the land God gave to Abraham."

(Gen. 28, 3-4)

and he sent him to Laban giving him an order to marry one of his daughters. 


Esau learned that his father didn't want his sons to marry Hittite women, he went to Ishmael and though Esau already had two wives he took one daughter of Ishmael for his wife.

      Jacob

On his way from Beersheba into Haran Jacob went a whole day long, the sun set, he found a place for the night, took one of the stones, put it under his head and lay down to sleep.


He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: "I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."
(Gen. 28, 12-15)

Stairway of Jacob – this is the name this vision was used in all books.

What did this stairway symbolize, the stairway connecting heaven and earth? First, it showed that there is no abyss separating God and man, that the Lord had the mercy and connected the celestial world and the world on earth. Any man, any nation and mankind has a chance in spiritual development get closer to God stepping up from one step of the staircase to next one. Spiritual stance of man is developed in stages – from one level to another. In a similar way spiritual stance of a nation or of mankind is represented by spiritual levels. The stairway shows that the Lord may go towards those who are seeking closer relation to the Lord. Second, the stairway is representing the order of the Lord's commandments and the order for their fulfillment – from the date the world was created till the fulfillment of the commandments: the commandments are positioned like steps of a stairway between God and man. The fulfillment should start from the lowest stage. It corresponds to the spiritual stance when the man is facing God and is moving toward God.


Compare the ways God appeared to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Lord's appearance showed up in their attitude to God. Abraham and Jacob were searching the blessing of the Lord, especially Abraham, while Jacob feared God and he was not intended to get closer to God. As the Lord appeared to Isaac the Lord stressed:

"I will be with you and I will fulfill the oath I swore to your father Abraham; … because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws". When the Lord said to Jacob He called Abraham the father of Jacob and it shows that the Lord regards the spiritual and not physical relation as the most important. It's proved as well by the fact that the Lord doesn't use the phrase "your father" applied to Isaac. The words of the Lord include the prophesy about the future of Jacob. 

"… all peoples of the earth will be blessed in you and your seed…" – the Lord said to Abraham. "… I will fulfill my oath I gave to Abraham, your father…", - the Lord said to Isaac. "… All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring…" – The Lord said to Jacob giving him to understand that he would have numerous offspring and they would give numerous descendants. 

He was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven." Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.

(Gen. 28, 17-18)


Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth."


(Gen. 28, 20-22)

The oath of Jacob is nice characteristic of him. We may regard it as extraordinary at the beginning, when Jacob sets a proviso to God, it may seem too bald to address God. But at the time of Jacob heathens worshipped hundreds of various "gods" and this practical attitude was but natural. As for the rest Jacob is really moderate.

He asks God to give him protection, food and clothes and peaceful return to his father's house.

Jacob made a stone showing his highest worship for God. He sets the stone and oils it promising to set a pillar at this place and to give God a tenth of all he could have. 


Then Jacob continued on his journey and came to the land of the eastern peoples. There he saw a well in the field, with three flocks of sheep lying near it because the flocks were watered from that well. The stone over the mouth of the well was large. When all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone away from the well's mouth and water the sheep. Then they would return the stone to its place over the mouth of the well.
(Gen. 29, 1-3)
Jacob was searching for God and he found God. But did he stop the searching after that appearance of God? The searching got a new meaning. Erroneous apprehension is replaced by new understanding bringing the man closer to truth. Each revelation brings answers to some questions and creates new questions. As Jacob met the Lord he proceeded his journey. Where was he going? Jacob-man was going to get to Laban. Jacob the leader of nations was aimed to reach "the land of sons of the east", where God made a garden in the East. He was aimed to reach the place from which man was banished, he was going on the way of Return, the way the Lord showed to Abraham and Abraham covered his part of the way and then Isaac covered his portion as well. The Lord banished man four times and he pushed him further and further away. Still the Lord left the way of Return, the way to the beginning of the Creation, which comprised four stages. Obviously there should be other stages to show the destination of man, the stages to show the wish of God – the destination of Adam.


On his way to Return he saw a field and a well on the field. The well is the source of life. The well is the source of eternal life, Holy Scripture is the source of truth. Three flocks were watered from the same well – from the well of the Lord Almighty: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The three flocks were peacefully lying one next to another (no fighting, no killing!) and shepherds would together roll the stone away – away from the well of truth – and watered the flocks. It means only uniting efforts people may discover truth, which belongs neither to Jews, nor to Christians, nor to Muslims, it belongs only to the Lord. Each religion has got only one day and one night. The day is given to accept the truth, the night is given to verify the belief. One day for the Lord is a thousand of years, the same is about night. Three flocks came to the well and they are waiting for the night – for the doomsday, the doomsday is proclaimed in each of those religions. What did the Lord say through Jacob? 


"Look," he said, "the sun is still high; it is not time for the flocks to be gathered. Water the sheep and take them back to pasture." "We can't," they replied, "until all the flocks are gathered and the stone has been rolled away from the mouth of the well. Then we will water the sheep."

(Gen. 29, 7-8)
Life goes on and it's too early to scare people by the doomsday. The sun is still shining – roll away the stone from the well of the truth – from the Holy Scripture – there's still time to teach and save people. But the voice of Jacob is the voice crying in the desert. The prophet said about these shepherds: 


Hear you indeed, but understand not; and see you indeed, but perceive not.










(Is. 9, 9)
While the day and light of the truth surround people they have to drink from the well so the Lord will not say:


My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because you have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you, that you shall not be the priest to me: seeing you have forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget your children.

(Hos. 4, 6)
The words of the prophet show that the teaching given by the Lord is the living teaching. The Lord is teaching mankind as a child in accordance with the age and development level. The main task of the priest is to know the way and lead people along this way. If the priest doesn't know this way the people will not stand still for thousand years at one place, but it will people will go in reverse direction. The food for a child is different from the food for infant. What "forgotten law" did the prophet apply to? Moses appealed to Israeli people and proclaimed the wish of the Lord: "To listen to the Lord, to obey and to keep commands, decrees and laws". These words show numerous levels of relations between man and God. Man can obey, obey and keep, obey and keep and listen to the Lord. Listen/hear means perceiving the presence of the Lord in the world, comprehend this presence and be guided by the Lord's presence. This level is applied to priests as an obligation. 

Going toward the Lord means searching for truth as the way of Return is the way of cognition.


Open you mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Your law.

(Ps. 119, 18)


The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the LORD, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding


(Prov. 9, 10)

The way of cognition is understood as the way to understand truth through dialogue, conversation with the Lord. The dialogue with the Lord is the way to bring man to creative process controlled by the Lord as there is no other way to understand the Lord. 


While he was still talking with them, Rachel (daughter of Laban) came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess (she kept flocks of her father).








(Gen. 29, 9)

The fourth flock came to the well. We may recollect that the river watering the garden of Eden was separated into four rivers, into four spiritual streams. Four flocks with the shepherds came to the well. The fourth flock of the unified Church of Return as the congregation of Judaism, Christianity and Islam had always existed. The goal of all the four stages is the Return of man to initial stance close to God – the Single Church, the Church of Return does exist, this Church consists of four religions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the church of Return. Christianity and Islam correspond to one stage of Return as the Lord made covenant with Isaac, brother of Ishmael.  


When Jacob saw Rachel daughter of Laban, his mother's brother, and Laban's sheep, he went over and rolled the stone away from the mouth of the well and watered his uncle's sheep.

(Gen. 29, 10)
The big stone over the well of truth (Holy Scripture was closed with this stone) could be moved away by the unified efforts of all shepherds, but they never tried to move it away. This stone closed the source of truth and left people and the shepherds in the dark. But the Lord proclaimed thousands years before that the Lord would send a man, who on His wish would open the well and would water the flocks and would keep the flocks.


Jacob stayed at Laban and promised to keep his flocks seven years long for Rachel. But Jacob was deceived and got Leah and again he stayed for seven more years for Rachel. Then he stayed to working for Laban trying to gain something for his family. Laban deceived him not once changing the payment terms, but the Lord has always been with Jacob. 


In this way the man grew exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, and maidservants and menservants, and camels and donkeys.

(Gen. 30, 43)

The promise of the Lord came true during those years about the numerous descendants, the promise the Lord had given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jacob begat eleven sons and a daughter. Suns of Laban envied Jacob and his fortune.


Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you."

(Gen. 31, 3)

I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land."

(Gen. 31, 13)

Jacob was peaceful in nature, he hated violence from his childhood. This peaceful nature of Jacob was so strong that people could regard it as cowardice, but he was not a coward. Jacob decided to run away from Laban with all his family, children and his flocks. He told his wives about his decision, they approved his decision and leave Laban with Jacob. Laban learned that Jacob flew away, Laban started the chase with his people after Jacob and soon he caught up Jacob, but the Lord appeared to Laban in his dream and warned him:


"Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad."

(Gen. 31, 24)

Laban was forced to refuse from his plans to take back his daughters, grandchildren and flocks from Jacob. But he didn't want to leave them his gods, which Rachel stole and kept away from Jacob. But all their search was in vain and the gods of Laban were left with Rachel. Laban proposed to make a covenant and they supported their peaceful intentions by a pillar of stones, which separated their lands.   

And Laban said:

May the God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us." So Jacob took an oath in the name of the Fear of his father Isaac.

(Gen. 31, 53)

Early the next morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then he left and returned home.

(Gen. 31, 55)

Jacob also went on his way. He sent messengers ahead of him to Esau with the request to accept him. The news about Esau coming to meet him with four hundred men frightened Jacob and he applied to God:


Then Jacob prayed, "O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, 'Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,' I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two groups. Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. But you have said, 'I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.' "
(Gen. 32, 9-12)
Jacob recollects as the Lord appeared to him in Bethel. He applies to God with a plead to help him. He makes a distinct division between spiritual and physical relations. 

Jacob names Abraham his father in his plead, he means the spiritual relation, he shows that he's following his ways. He names Isaac as his physical father. In an attempt to please Esau he prepared plenty of gifts – he prepared the flocks. He divided his family and property into three parts. He sent ahead the flocks he prepared as a gift for Esau. At some distance he sent maidservants with children and herds, Leah with children and herds and Rachel with Joseph were at the end of this line. This division is a prototype of Israeli people division into three spiritual parts in accordance with three ways leading to the place of Tabernacle. 

Late at night he crossed the river with all his family and property.

So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered. 
Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome." Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" Then he blessed him there.

(Gen. 32, 24-29)

This place in the Holy Scripture is of utmost importance along with the words of Jacob addressed to God. Jacob addressed God as "father of my Abraham!" and "father of my Isaac!" and asks for help to protect him and his family against Esau. Instead of the required help someone came – some unknown God – and started wrestling with him with unknown end. It's the spiritual wrestling as physical wrestling of man and God is out of question. But even the spiritual wrestling allowed Jacob to win and it ended in physical defeat: Jacob hurt his heap. On the other hand spiritual wrestling of man and God is also unbelievable – we may turn back to Babel story. At the time of Jacob the present was already settled and all blessings were given to Jacob and Moses would have to meet the Lord of Abraham, the Lord of Isaac and the Lord of Jacob – not with the Lord Abraham, the Lord of Isaac and the Lord of Esau. Herewith we may suppose that that very night the future should be settled: who would open the spiritual well – descendant of Jacob or spiritual descendant of Esau? Jacob anticipated the future of his descendants he overcame the banishment and at that time he was on his return way to the land of his forefathers and on this way he "wrestled with God".

It will be untrue to state that this story can be regarded as some kind of ancient legend as the word of the Lord is the seed giving life to a large tree, which will bear fruit in due time. The Lord opened to Moses and said:


I am the God of your father," he continued, "the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob."

(Ex. 3, 6)
As the Lord sends Moses to Egypt, the Lord said: 


"Thus shall you say to the Israelites: The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. "This is my name forever; this is my title for all generations.

(Ex. 3, 15)
"God of your fathers" – the God is single, but "God of Abraham, God of Isaac and God of  Jacob" – various periods in history connected with the names of people, while Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were their forefathers and they were selected to solve one task: the Return of mankind to God, but those periods were separated by thousands of years.


We'll note that the action was not completed with forefathers in the Holy Scripture, it will be completed with the future persons whose prototypes were selected as forefathers. It had connection to offering of Isaac, who didn't die at the altar though he was close to death, but Jesus Christ died. Similar uncompleted events happened to Jacob: the fear for his life that could be destroyed by Esau and the "wrestling with unknown God". Both events found the completion in historical and spiritual history accordingly.

Abraham made covenant with God on behalf of his name and on behalf of all the descendants. As a result his name was changed. Abraham fulfilled his destination on earth and the Lord spoke to Isaac in Beersheba and said: "I, the God of your father Abraham". As Isaac blessed Jacob and sent him to Laban the Lord told Jacob in Bethel: "I, the Lord God of your father Abraham, God of Isaac". Jacob received the blessing and he fulfilled the earthly destination of Isaac. The covenant with Abraham was confirmed and added by covenant with Isaac, and then those two covenants were added by covenant with Jacob.  

Abraham kept flocks and built altars, Isaac worked on land and dug wells. Jacob with his sons kept flocks. The symbolic way from Abraham to Jacob is the way from sacrificial service to God till ministerial service – spiritual and ethical education of people.


Jacob named the place Peniel where he was wrestling with God and said:


"… It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared." 
The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.

(Gen. 32, 31)


The sun was illuminating not only Jacob, but his future descendants as well, those who left Egypt and gathered to listen to the preaching of Jesus Christ and other people in the future.


The meeting with Esau was peaceful, but still the fear didn't leave the soul of Jacob and they separated. This meeting confirmed one more time that they were alien one to another and they faced different ways. As Jacob reached Shechem he bought a field near the city and set up an altar to warship God, and he named the place "El Elohe Israel", though the gods still were kept in Jacob's family.


A new endeavor was awaiting Jacob: Shechem, son of Hamor, defiled his daughter Dinah. Father and son came to Jacob with request to give Dinah as wife to Shichem. All the males of the city made circumcision as a sign of friendship with Jacob's family. But as the conflict was almost settled Jacob's sons Simeon and Levi broke the agreement and killed all men in the city and captured their property "and even all their women and children".


Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have brought trouble on me by making me a stench to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land. We are few in number, and if they join forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed."

(Gen. 34, 30)

All his life Jacob stood against any violence and he stuck to his belief this time: he blamed the deeds of his sons and cursed them:


Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel.

(Gen. 49, 7)

The curse was fulfilled. The descendants of Levi became priests, they didn't own land and they were scattered all around Israel, the name of which was worded by Jacob. But descendants of Levi were faithful to the Lord and in fact they fulfilled the prophecy – being scattered they brought blessing for the people of Israel, they became the teachers of the Law for people. The future of Simeon descendants is unknown. Soon the Lord said to Jacob:

"Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau." So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. Then come, let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who has been with me wherever I have gone." So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at Shechem.

(Gen. 35, 1-4)


As Jacob left for Bethel with his family the Lord created terror upon the people living neighboring towns and they never pursued Jacob. Jacob came to Bethel and set up altar at the place the Lord for the first time appeared to him and he named the place El Bethel.


After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and blessed him. God said to him, "Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel." So he named him Israel. 
And God said to him, "I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will come from your body. The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you." Then God went up from him at the place where he had talked with him. Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. Jacob called the place where God had talked with him Bethel.
(Gen. 35, 9-15)

Once in man's life when man fulfilled the destination foreseen by God the Lord Almighty appears to him and gives him blessing, changing his name and promises land and great future to his descendants. Stronger prophetic qualities followed the change of Jacob's name. The Lord Almighty appeared to Abraham when Abraham was ninety years old, the Lord made covenant with Abraham, changed his name and promised him numerous offspring and land, and promised to be God of Abraham and his descendants. Abraham in his turn worshipped the only God and circumcised all males making the proof of the covenant. When Jacob asked all of his family, all his servants to get rid of foreign gods, he increased the faith not only in his heart, though he made faithful all his household and the Lord Almighty blessed him, changed his name and promised land and great future to his descendants.


Jacob leaves Bethel and on his way Rachel, his beloved wife dies in childbirth. Benjamin was born, the twelfth son of Jacob and the firstborn of Israel – he was born after the blessing of the Lord. Twelve is as important as seven in the Holy Scripture. When twelve men were born on earth "people started to warship God". As Abraham was blessed and his name was changed his brother Nahor begat twelve sons. Ishmael was blessed by God and he begat twelve sons. 


So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel's tomb.

(Gen. 35, 19-20)

Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, near Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. Isaac lived a hundred and eighty years. Then he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, old and full of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.









(Gen. 35, 27-29)

Joseph

Life of Joseph was a prototype of the past and future events, the history of mankind. The evaluation below will try to disclose those events in the scope the Lord may give us the wisdom to do. So, 


Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.

(Gen. 37, 1)

Jacob and all his children were shepherds. They kept flocks moving from one place to another looking for good pasture. Sometimes they moved far away from their homes. Abraham kept flocks and God created animals on the sixth day; Isaac worked on earth, vegetation was created on the third day; Jacob was a shepherd, shepherd has always been regarded as a servant of God, the priest. We already noted that order of events, the order of items distribution is very important to comprehend the Holy Scripture. The move from animal world to vegetation and keeping flocks (being shepherd) means getting closer to God, to truth. If we examine spiritual movement of mankind (the Return), we may note that Judaism was the first religion given by the Lord through Moses to people. Moses was interconnected with Jacob. Later the Lord gave Christianity, which was interconnected with life of Isaac and which was given through Jesus Christ. The Lord will give a new teaching interconnected with Abraham, which will be given in this millennium. If we correlate these religions with the spiritual way of Return to God, Judaism brings us till the time, which followed the flood prior to Babel: God deprived people of spiritual unity and scattered them around the earth. Only the Lord can reanimate the lost spiritual value lost by people. Christianity brings us to the era before the flood: water purified earth from sinful mankind and water was used by Christ to baptize man and clean him from sins. Death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the resurrection of mankind living before the flood, purification of sins putting mankind to a higher spiritual level. The new Truth is connected with Abraham while the new offering will clean mankind of Cain sin, it will give mankind a chance to step up and return into time when Abel was killed – the Lord said: "I will demand an accounting for your lifeblood". This offering will purify the present mankind and only this purification will give people a chance to accept the new Truth. In distant future if mankind doesn't create new disaster by deadly sins it will face the fourth stage – the advent of Messiah and the Prophet – Moses and Aaron were their prototypes. They will bring to the time level Adam made his sin. This move will give people a chance to return to the initial spiritual relation with God! Whose blood will be shed to purify mankind – it's a great secret of the Lord! Judaism and Christianity are giving way to mankind to truth allowing people to reach a new spiritual level, this way is given to any nation, any man. Will mankind stay on new spiritual level? It all depends upon mankind. The righteous man will be saved whatever religion he belonged to. The goal of the Return is to save mankind as there could be few righteous persons. Categories of men and nations are different and it was shown by the purification offerings in Judaism. But let's return back to Joseph.


Joseph had romantic soul and he loved his father and mother. When Rachel died Jacob focused all his love upon Joseph. Brothers of Joseph saw it and soon they were hating Joseph. His dreams strengthened their hatred towards him, while Joseph kept telling his dreams to his family.  


He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it." 
His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.

(Gen. 37, 6-8)

Life of every forefather was defined by historical and spiritual events, but their lives were influenced by the future people whose prototypes they were selected to fulfill. Those people in the future who will be selected on wish of the Lord will come to the historical arena to lead their nations or mankind to a new spiritual level. The tasks that they will face were already defined by the lives of forefathers. The historical line of the church of the Return can be seen in the life of Jacob-Israel while the spiritual life can be seen on life of Abraham.      


Jacob is Israel, he is the historical prototype of the founder of the new church. He was a shepherd, the main contribution into the spiritual history of mankind will be done by Jacob. Shepherd is the priest, twelve sons are the twelve disciples of the new church. The blessing of God and twelve supporters (or sons like in the case of Ishmael or Jacob) will provide the completeness and perfection of the vision. The treachery of one disciples of Jesus Christ – Judas – had an enormous impact on the fate of Christianity. 

In Christian terms harvesting meant preaching of the new teaching and establishing church. Sheaves are the local communities settled by each disciple. The dream meant that the intention of Joseph's "community" for leadership in preaching the new teaching and comprehension of the truth would make this community an outcast and it would be repudiated by the church.


Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. "Listen," he said, "I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me."

(Gen. 37, 9)
Light it the truth, the light created by God in the first day is the truth of God. God created the sources of light – the sun, the moon and stars – on the fourth day. They have to rule the day and the night and they have to separate light of darkness. The church which will be created – it will be the church of the Return, the church of the Spirit and Truth. The church will be guiding mankind to get close spiritual position to God – the position of mankind prior to the time Abel was killed. The church will be improving the spiritual nature of man bringing him closer to the Truth. We may recollect the crying of Cain and see that people were very close to God:


"… you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth;"

(Gen. 4, 14)

As the family of Adam was banished from Eden, the unity of all animal nature was destroyed but the relation to God didn't stop. God was close to people and God was the main source of life and spirit. Cain understood it what he was loosing only at the moment of banishment!

We noted already that the new church was not yet proclaimed and it was not yet founded, but the congregation is here already. They same story was with Judaism, Christianity and with the new church. It was distinctly said: "Rachel came with the sheep of her father". Adam prior to his fall accepted the truth guided by the spirit of God (remember the way he gave names to animals and birds), while prophetic qualities represent only a part of truth comprehension, it's a gift given by God.

His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

(Gen. 37, 11)

One day when Jacob sent Joseph with his brothers to Shechem. Joseph lost his way and some man (sent by God!) told him that his brothers with their flocks were in Dothan. As his brothers saw him they wanted to kill him but then they were persuaded by Reuben and a dry cistern in the desert. Reuben tried later to save Joseph and to send him back to their father. But while Reuben was away a caravan of Ishmaelites from Gilead was passing by going to Egypt.


"…Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh".

(Gen. 37, 25)

His brothers sold him to merchants for twenty shekels of silver and they told their father that some ferocious animal had devoured Joseph. The merchants went to Egypt and they were bringing aromatic compounds applied in religious ceremonies and they brought Joseph with them. This even shows the high destination, which awaited Joseph in Egypt. The merchants were bringing Joseph as a slave from Gilead to Egypt and the blessing of God was coming with them to Egypt. But only four centuries later Moses would leave Midian for Egypt to bring back the ashes of Joseph and other living descendants of Jacob to land given by the Lord and would bring curse to Egypt. 


Ishmaelites sold Joseph to Potiphar, the Pharaoh's chief of guard. The Lord always stayed with Joseph: in the house of Potiphar, in the custody when Joseph was sentenced for his honesty and faithfulness.


Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined.

(Gen. 40, 1-3)
…Each of the two men-the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison-had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own.

(Gen. 40, 5)


They were worried by the dreams but they couldn't interrupt the dreams.


"We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." 
Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams." 
So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, "In my dream I saw a vine in front of me, and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup and put the cup in his hand." 

"This is what it means," Joseph said to him. "The three branches are three days.  Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer.

(Gen. 40, 8-13)


The first phase of the story tells us that Joseph was a righteous man and he always kept spiritual relation with God. He always sensed the presence of God and he was assured in his help.

Joseph interpreted the meaning of the cupbearer's dream in the specific historical situation. But what was the meaning of the dream for the new direction of faith connected with the name of Abraham? The vine is the unified spiritual teaching of the Lord Almighty, three branches represent Judaism, Christianity and the church of Return – they blossomed and ripened producing fruit. The juice of grapes from the three branches is the blood of righteous men of these confessions, the blood is put into one cup. So, all the three confessions are destined for one goal – to return man to God. Each confession passes the destination to the other as neither Judaism couldn't finish this way, nor Christianity. The goal is single and it was confirmed earlier – the well of Jacob with the flocks coming to this well. The Lord could foresee the future, as the Lord sent Moses to Egypt He noted the first three stages of Return connected with the three confessions: Judaism, Christianity and the church of Return. The Lord named Himself the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. This name consisting of three parts proves that there is one unified teaching the Return to the Lord Almighty. The teaching is separated into four streams (Islam is one of the streams), coming from Eden. As all the four streams are united into one river on wish of the Lord and mankind is purified there will be a chance to reach the initial close stance to God. At that time the spiritual unity of the world will be recovered. The prophets told about those times: 

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; The calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.

(Is. 11, 6)

The baby shall play by the cobra's den, and the child lay his hand on the adder's lair.


(Is. 11, 8)


Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him when he got free as Joseph hadn't done anything wrong.


When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, "I too had a dream: On my head were three baskets of bread. In the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head." 
"This is what it means," Joseph said. "The three baskets are three days. Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat away your flesh."

(Gen. 40, 16-19)

Three baskets represent three churches, which are already separated though they have single spiritual nature and single goals. The lower basket is Judaism, the middle basket represents Christianity and the upper basket is the church of the Return. The baked goods eaten by birds from the third basket shows that disciples of the church of the Return will be persecuted and the church will suffer the loss of numerous people.

In three days everything happened the way Joseph prophesized: the cupbearer resumed his service at Pharaoh and the chief baker was executed. Cupbearer forgot Joseph and said nothing to Pharaoh.


When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank. And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. 
He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted-thin and scorched by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream. 
In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.

(Gen. 41, 1-8)

Then Pharaoh sent for all the magicians and wise men in Egypt but no one could interpret the dreams of Pharaoh. The cupbearer remembered Joseph and told Pharaoh about him. Joseph was taken from the dungeon, he shaved and changed his clothes and came before Pharaoh.


Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it." 
"I cannot do it," Joseph replied to Pharaoh, "but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires."

(Gen. 41, 15-16)

The high spiritual level of Joseph and his righteous position in all endeavors sent for him by God put him closer to God and God gave him help. The destiny of Joseph shows all the blessings given by God to his forefathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But Joseph had to be as righteous as his ancestors before God.


Pharaoh told Joseph his dreams.


Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: They are seven years of famine.


(Gen. 41, 25-27)

The east wind shows separation, split. We may recollect as "the Lord blew east wind all night long to make sea into dry land and the waters separated" to give way to Israeli people. The Lord is dividing the rules of Egypt to provide Jacob and his offspring with a way through Joseph to Egypt to rescue Jacob and to make his descendants numerous. 


These dreams have the same meaning for the future: in the future Judaism and Christianity will be divided, it will create religious disputes and degradation of traditional teaching. The church of the Return will also suffer losses and there will be "famine" for the word of God:


Yes, days are coming, says the Lord GOD, when I will send famine upon the land: Not a famine of bread, or thirst for water, but for hearing the word of the LORD. Then shall they wander from sea to sea and rove from the north to the east In search of the word of the LORD, but they shall not find it. 

(Am. 8, 11-12)

Mankind will destroy all spiritual trends and as a result a unified spiritual teaching will be created for all mankind. The deeds of spiritual person whose prototype was Joseph would allow mankind to retain and distribute spiritual inheritance of mankind including the truth of the Return. Joseph is the prototype of the creator of the unified spiritual teaching for mankind, the teaching which was shown by the river watering Eden.


Joseph advised Pharaoh to put a wise man over Egypt to collect food and to make reserves during the years of abundance. This person should create spiritual center for the future, the center will comprise and store the word of God in full.  

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you."

(Gen. 41, 39-40)

Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.

(Gen. 41, 45)


The harvest was rich in those seven years in Egypt and Joseph stored rich reserves of grain (spiritual values) in various cities of Egypt. Two sons were born to Joseph by his wife Asenath before the first year of famine came. Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh and he named the second son Ephraim. As the famine arrived Joseph opened the storehouses and began to sell the grain (he started to spread the spiritual truth) and people from countries neighboring to Egypt came to Joseph to buy grain. 


Jacob learned that grain was sold in Egypt and sent his sons to buy grain in Egypt. Joseph controlled the sales of grain and he recognized his brothers when they came to him and bowed down to him. Joseph sold them the grain and soon lured all the brothers into a trap, but later as he saw Benjamin he revealed to them that he was Joseph.


And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.


(Gen. 45, 5)

But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

(Gen. 45, 7)


Indeed, it was the best way to keep and multiply the people of Israel as the Lord promised. For nearly eighty years the people of Israel was protected by Joseph and lived in the mighty country and managed to save the belief and traditions, retaining the fundaments of spiritual life.

Soon the brothers returned to their father. They told him that Joseph is alive and is the ruler of Egypt. The father could hardly believe it and then he said:


"I'm convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die."

(Gen. 45, 28)


So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, "Jacob! Jacob!" "Here I am," he replied. 
"I am God, the God of your father," he said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph's own hand will close your eyes."










(Gen. 46, 1-4)

Then Jacob left Beersheba;




(Gen. 46, 5)


All those who went to Egypt with Jacob-those who were his direct descendants, not counting his sons' wives-numbered sixty-six persons. With the two sons who had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob's family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all.










(Gen. 46, 26-27)


Brothers of Joseph had to repent the rest of their lives for their deed and their repentance returned them to Israel, their father. 

When Israel came to Egypt Joseph told Pharaoh that his father and brothers arrived. Soon as Joseph and his five brothers stood before Pharaoh he asked them:



"What is your occupation?" "Your servants are shepherds," they replied to Pharaoh, "just as our fathers were." 



(Gen. 47, 3)

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father and your brothers have come to you, and the land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability, put them in charge of my own livestock."

(Gen. 47, 5-6)


So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. 







(Gen. 47, 11)

Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired property there and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.

(Gen. 47, 27)


When Israel felt the end of his days he took an oath from Joseph that he would bury him with his ancestors in the family tomb and Joseph promised that he would do as his father asked. Soon Joseph brought his sons Manasseh and Ephraim to Israel. Though the sight of Israel was poor he remained a great prophet seeing the wish of God. He prophesized saying that the younger son of Joseph would be greater and his people will be more in number than the people of Manasseh.


Then Israel said to Joseph, "I am about to die, but God will be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers. And to you, as one who is over your brothers, I give the ridge of land I took from the Amorites with my sword and my bow."

(Gen. 48, 21-22)
Then Jacob called for his sons and said: "Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come. "Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; 
listen to your father Israel.

(Gen. 49, 1-2)

When the Lord Almighty changed the name of Jacob and Jacob became Israel, he got new prophetic qualities with the change of the name and the power to look into the future. But if the name of Jacob is connected with personal historical and spiritual characteristics of the future spiritual teachers being descendants having connection with Jacob and to all mankind, the name of Israel is connected with the future of all mankind. The words "listen to your father Israel" shows that the prophecy about the future of Jacob descendants inside other people as Jacob was living in Egypt. Israel is telling each of the son starting with the eldest. It's clear that the future of each Israel's son is defined by their past and present deeds. The disgrace created by Reuben, the killing of Sheshem citizens organized by Simeon and Levi – all these deeds will have impact upon their future and future of their descendants. 


The prophecy given by Israel to his fourth son, Judah, is of most importance for mankind:


"Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons will bow down to you. You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness-who dares to rouse him? The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his. He will tether his donkey to a vine, 
his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.


(Gen. 49, 8-12)

Israel prophesized the leading role of Judah in conquering the "land of covenant", he is saying that great kings will be his descendants including David. Even the Jewish state and people will be called after his name. As the line of kings after Judah ended the "scepter departed from Judah" and the spiritual "ruler from Judah", Jesus Christ, came. The prophecy confirms that the next spiritual teacher of mankind, the "peacemaker" will not be a descendant of Judah. The prophecy about the Peacemaker is important as Jacob is his historical prototype and prophesizes the third stage of the Return. 


Jacob blessed all the other sons and the best blessing was devoted to Joseph.


Then he gave them these instructions: "I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite, along with the field. There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. The field and the cave in it were bought from the Hittites." When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people.

(Gen. 49, 29-33)

Joseph grieved long about the death of Israel. The mourning procession included Pharaoh's court, the eldest of Pharaoh house and Egypt, all the brothers and their families. They made a long bury ceremony to the east of Jordan river and they made everything as Israel had told them. His sons brought his body and buried in the cave close to Machpelah.  

Soon as they came from the mourning the brothers came to Joseph pleaded to forgive them for the evil deed they had done and Joseph calmed them saying:

"… So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." 

(Gen. 50, 21)

Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father's family. He lived a hundred and ten years

(Gen. 50, 22)

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place."

(Gen. 50, 24-25)




CONCLUSION                                           

The Lord God created man from earth dust on the sixth day and God animated man and he became a living being. Earth was the physical fundament of man. The earth on wish of God created vegetation and animals prior to creation of man. Every creation made in six days was reflected in man. Earth gave man close relations to animal and vegetable worlds and the Spirit of the Lord allows man to be His own image. The flesh fundament of man had advantages and disadvantages, while the spirit of man was weak yet. Man was put to Eden and he had "to work it and take care of it", i.e. man had to develop himself before the Lord God. First of all these activities should have to suppress the animal nature of man and to strengthen the leading role of the spirit.


The man was given free will and especially close position to the Lord God. The man had the chance to speak to God, it seemed that this position should have protected man against the violation of the only commandment of the Lord not to eat fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The man was given earth to rule and the man had power over fish, birds and "all living creatures living on earth". Woman was created for assistance to man. But the firstborn sin dominated and the animal nature conquered the spirit of the man and the ban was violated. It was the first spiritual disaster of mankind done by Adam and Eve. The man lost the close position to the Lord God and he was banished away from Eden. 


Adam and Eve didn't repent. As Cain being jealous killed Abel all of them pressed by the weight of the deadly sin were pushed even further away from the Lord. The relation to the Lord became even weaker. It was the second spiritual disaster of mankind. 


The sons of God mixed with people and brought the knowledge to the earth.


As a result it the earth was full of anger and violence and the "lives of people were corrupted". On wish of the Lord the flood purified the earth of sin, people were almost completely eliminated from earth and the rest of people were banished further away from the Lord. The relation to the Lord ceased though the people still kept the memory of Single God. This memory helped them to support spiritual unity. It was the third spiritual disaster of mankind.


The desire to get close to the Lord pushed the people to build a tower. The reluctance to get scattered over the earth led the people to the fourth disaster: the spiritual unity of people was destroyed, languages were confused and people scattered all over the earth. Gradually the memory about Single God vanished and the era of heathenism arrived. The animal nature of man dominated his soul, people started to worship alien gods making the idols of animals.


The Lord decided to give people a chance to return to Him. The Lord chose the righteous Abraham, who had been seeking the true God for years. The Lord made Abraham the forefather of two great nations. The elder son Ishmael gave birth to nations, which would become Muslims in the future. Abraham had to stop the rivalry of Ishmael and his younger son Isaac. Abraham sent away the mother of Ishmael as the Lord said He would care about them. Isaac begat two sons – twins Esau and Jacob, who would fight for the birthright. Jacob would be the winner and the Lord created numerous people from Jacob – the Israelites. Esau also gave life to nations, but those nations turned to be heathens. The Lord sent Jacob with his descendants to Egypt to create the people, which would accept and keep the Truth of the Return to the Lord. Guided by Joseph the Israeli people began to receive the first promises of the Lord.


The spiritual way of the Return should in reverse direction repeat the way of the Banishment. Jacob, Isaac and Abraham would become the prototypes of spiritual leaders of mankind, who would be selected by the Lord to cover each stage of the way of the Return.


Historical progress would go on with the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The events of their lives would affect the lives of numerous people in future. 





FAMILY OF ADAM

1.  Adam  -  begat Cain and Abel;

-  Adam begat Seth.

2.  Seth    -  begat Enosh and had other sons and daughters,

3.  Enosh   -  begat Kenan and had other sons and daughters;

                       he was the first to call on the name of the Lord,

4.  Kenan -  begat Mahalalel and had other sons and daughters,

5.  Mahalalel – begat Jared and had other sons and daughters,

6.  Jared   -   begat Enoch and had other sons and daughters,

7.  Enoch     -   begat Methuselah and had other sons and daughters. 

Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him        away.

8.  Methuselah – begat Lamech and had other sons and daughters,

9.  Lamech     -  begat Noah and had other sons and daughters,

10. Noah         -  begat Shem, Ham and Japheth.     





FAMILY OF SHEM

11. Shem     -  begat Arphaxad and had other sons and daughters,

12. Arphaxad  - begat Shelah and had other sons and daughters,

13. Shelah    -  begat Eber and had other sons and daughters,

14. Eber    -  begat Peleg and had other sons and daughters,

15. Peleg -  begat Reu and had other sons and daughters,

16. Reu  -   begat Serug and had other sons and daughters,

17. Serug -   begat Nahor and had other sons and daughters,

18. Nahor -  begat Terah and had other sons and daughters,

19. Terah -  begat Abram, Nahor and Haran.

20. Abram -  begat Ishmael. On wish of God Abram begat in himself Abraham.           

21. Abraham – begat on wish of God Isaac,

22. Isaac   -  begat twins Esau and Jacob,

23. Jacob  -   begat Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Nephtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph.



On wish of the Lord he begat in himself Israel.

24. Israel – begat Benjamin as a result of repentance – Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Nephtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun. Joseph was in Egypt.  

The Second Book Of Moses

E X O D U S

INTRODUCTION


God shows the spiritual and historical creation of world and man, four stages of fall and proclaims His plan for return of man to God. The book of Genesis is depicting the time when the great events began and the prototypes of great spiritual teachers lived. Those persons played already their historical roles, but their advent should be expected in the nearest as well as distant future.

People should understand that God doesn't promise to save all mankind. God promises and gives the way of return to Him. There is only one way for man, nation and mankind to be saved, it's the way of spiritual development, the way of Return to God. Mankind is following the way of natural selection, which can be represented in two forms - animal and spiritual. The initial sin shows that deeds of man are generated by his animal origin. Mankind is following this way of development - man is becoming more sophisticated animal, this way leads to collapse of world civilization. 

This development may be characterized as horizontal, as it can't bring man or society to a higher spiritual level. Today spiritual and moral stance of any state is lower compared to spiritual position of individual people living in such a state. There is another way of development - spiritual way, which allows man to obtain new spiritual and physical qualities already in this life. The Lord has been trying to show this way to mankind thousands of years, but all in vain. This way is always open for people, they don't have to apply for permits, they don't have to cross borders. Everyone following this way will get assistance of the Lord. Time term provided by God for man to select the way is very limited! It explains why powerful civilizations were wiped away from earth so rapidly (in terms of historical development) - "for their sin reached its full measure".

The Book Exodus describes the fate of Israeli people in Egypt, exit from Egypt and conclusion of the Covenant with God. All the events depicted in this book are characterized by two spiritual concepts: first, the beginning of Israeli people return to God (righteous people), and the second concept - the fourth spiritual stage, the advent of Messiah and division of Mankind.

Seventy men of Israel entered the land of Egypt, they were the prototype of seventy righteous nations to be scattered all over earth. From now on the name Israel had two meanings: first, it named the descendants of Jacob, and second, it depicted all the righteous people living on earth prior to advent of Messiah.  





THE BEGINNING OF THE RETURN


These are the names of the sons of Israel who, accompanied by their households, migrated with Jacob into Egypt: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. The total number of the direct descendants of Jacob was seventy. Joseph was already in Egypt. Now Joseph and all his brothers and that whole generation died. But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific. They became so numerous and strong that the land was filled with them. 

(Ex., 1, 1-7)


The authorities of Egypt were frightened by the numerous sons of Israel and the new Pharaoh started to oppress Israeli people and limited the birth rate among the Israeli. The Pharaoh sent the Israeli for hard works - they had to make bricks and to build supply cities for Pharaoh.  


We may recall Shinar, where people were making bricks of clay to build a city and a tower to reach the sky. They did it to get famous and to prevent scattering all around the world. They spoke one language and they were spiritually unified challenging the Lord. They opposed God and God scattered them around the world confusing their languages and destroying their spiritual unity. The Lord sent Messiah at the fourth stage of the Return. Messiah would have gathered righteous peoples into a unified spiritual whole.

God chose the Israeli people and made them the prototype of all mankind, but all mankind was four times banished away from God and ended with the spiritual slavery - heathenism. The Lord punished people for their sins up to the fourth generation. The Jewish people had to experience this way of banishment like all mankind: four generations of Israeli people had to stay abroad. The Israeli had to start being honored people and they ended in slavery. Only after those endeavors the way of spiritual Return of man to the Creator would be preached by the Lord on showing the example of Israeli people. Those days they were making bricks and building cities like the people in Shinar. They had one language, they were not yet assimilated with the Egyptians, though they were not unified by spiritual unity. Only hard labor and unbearable life united the Israeli together. Moreover the people retained the legends about their forefathers, who had been promised by God to be taken away from Egypt. The nation born in slavery surrounded by heathen culture of Egypt had to start the way of Return on wish of God. Israeli people were destined by the Egyptians for extermination, this people had to fulfill this mission. This nation should warship God for salvation and bringing the people to the land "with milk and honey".     

The way of the Return should repeat the way of banishment. People had to reach the first stage - they had to overcome the scattering of Babel. The Lord deprived people of spiritual unity (as it was the unity of people against God) and scattered the people around the earth. Now only God may gather the people and make them into a unified nation - the people knowing the single Lord God following all the commandments, laws and regulations.  

So, despite all the obstacles the promise of God to make the people of Jacob into a great nation was fulfilled.





MOSES


Now a certain man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, who conceived and bore a son. Seeing that he was a goodly child, she hid him for three months.

(Ex., 2, 1-2)

Moses belonged to the blessed twenty eight generation, his parents were of Levi house. 


The Lord saved him from death in childhood and the Lord brought him into the palace of Pharaoh. But the education in Pharaoh's palace didn't spoil him, it didn't destroy the spirit of his people in him, which he got with the milk of his mother. 

On one occasion, after Moses had grown up, when he visited his kinsmen and witnessed their forced labor, he saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his own kinsmen. Looking about and seeing no one, he slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

(Ex., 2, 11-12)
The people like Moses are educated by the Lord. First of all the Lord endows such persons with love and affection for people. The affection for his people forced Moses to commit the crime and to kill the Egyptian, who was striking a Hebrew. Nevertheless this act would not make him close to his people.
The next day he went out again, and now two Hebrews were fighting! So he asked the culprit, "Why are you striking your fellow Hebrew?" But he replied, "Who has appointed you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?"

(Ex., 2, 13-14)

Hard life and exhausting labor gradually devoured the spiritual forces of people and undermined the unity of Israeli people - tens and tens of years will be required to return this spiritual unity.
Pharaoh, too, heard of the affair and sought to put him to death. But Moses fled from him and stayed in the land of Midian. As he was seated there by a well, seven daughters of a priest of Midian came to draw water and fill the troughs to water their father's flock. But some shepherds came and drove them away. Then Moses got up and defended them and watered their flock.

(Ex., 2, 15-17)
Where to all the roads come in a desert? Certainly all the roads come to a well. The servant of Abraham guided by wish of God met Rebekah near a well, Jacob met Rachel and Moses met Zipporah near the well. Water is the source of physical life, and the Holy Scripture is the source of spiritual life. But it becomes spiritual source of life when man makes the required efforts overcoming the barriers in struggle for good and justice. Jacob overcame the shepherds and watered the flock of Rackel and Moses protected the girls and watered their flocks. New spiritual truth will always find opposition, but it should be overcome. The father of the girls asked Moses to stay with him and gave him his daughter Zipporah for wife. Soon she bore two sons to Moses.

A long time passed, during which the king of Egypt died. Still the Israelites groaned and cried out because of their slavery. As their cry for release went up to God, he heard their groaning and was mindful of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 

(Ex., 2, 23-25)
The Lord chose Israeli people as a selected people and the Lord showed through Israeli people the way of Return. The Lord assigned the Israeli people – as the prototype of mankind – to stay for four generations in Egypt:

"In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here…" 

(Gen., 15, 16)

The Lord God brought Adam and Eve to Eden and Israeli people was at first well accepted in Egypt and they were given the best Egypt could afford. In a similar way as mankind was banished further and further away from God and life was getting harder, the deviation of Israeli people from God of their forefathers that they were made slaves physically and spiritually. Four stages of banishment hit mankind for all the sins and four generations of Israeli people had to spend in banishment. Mankind like Israeli people was influenced by heathenism for the time of exit from Egypt. The time of banishment was coming to an end.





THE LORD'S COMMAND


Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight-why the bush does not burn up." When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 

"Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.


(Ex., 3, 1-6)

Keeping flocks symbolizes the priest service and the whole life of Moses was a preparation for this service, which would be given to Moses by the Lord. The Lord brought Moses to Midian to prepare him for his future priest service. Obviously his father-in-law Jethro, whose wisdom showed up in advices to Moses after the exit from Egypt, played a big role in spiritual education of Moses. As the time came the Lord brought Moses to Horeb and he saw the bush, which was on fire but did not burn up. The bush is usually identified with Israeli people, which despite all the disasters and trials kept on surviving and increasing in number. "Do not come any closer," – the Lord said. But time would pass and Moses would stand "face to face" to the Lord, which proves that he was spiritually prepared for his mission. When the Lord says "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob" the Lord confirms the covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and for the first time the Lord proclaims the beginning of the three stages of the Return. The one of the stages begins with Moses, he is called upon for service.    


The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey-the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.

(Ex., 3, 7-8)


When the Lord made covenant with Abraham the Lord said to him: "I will be your God and God of your descendants…" Now the Lord says "my people", confirming the given promises, though the people didn't know the Lord and worshiped foreign gods. But the first stage of the Return is aimed to gather the people scattered in Egypt, to bring this people away from slavery – from spiritual slavery in the first line – and to make it a single people selected by God. We may recall what people were planning to do before they were scattered around earth in Babel: " Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth". Almost the same goals are proposed for Israeli people. The Lord promises to bring the Israeli people close to Him and to make the Israeli people glorified, to give the Israelites good land and to create a great nation. 


And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."

(Ex., 3, 9-10)


Moses had been away for many years, he had a family, two sons and settled life. But the Lord sent him to Pharaoh to bring Israeli people from Egypt!


But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."


(Ex., 3, 11-12)


The words "I will be with you" eliminate for the time being any protests and Moses gives up. 

But let's return some years back and examine the personality of Moses. From the historical viewpoint Abraham had to be the prototype of Moses, the best traits of Abraham could be witnessed in Moses. But who is closer to Moses from the spiritual stance? Some examples from the lives of Moses and Jacob will be of great help to locate the spiritual forefather of Moses:  


Pharaoh, too, heard of the affair and sought to put him to death. But Moses fled from him and stayed in the land of Midian…

 (Ex., 2, 15)

When Jacob found out that Esau wanted to kill him, he fled to Haran.

Seven daughters of a priest of Midian came to draw water and fill the troughs to water their father's flock. But some shepherds came and drove them away. Then Moses got up and defended them and watered their flock.

(Ex., 2,16-17)

The same way Jacob met Rachel with her father's flock and he overcame the resistance of the shepherds, watered the sheep of Rachel and joined the family of Laban.


At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met Moses and was about to kill him.


(Ex., 4, 24)

As Jacob was returning to the land of his forefathers God came to him at night time and wrestled with him. Jacob got his new name, Israel, after that event. The comparison of those three events from Moses' and Jacob's lives may lead us to a conclusion that Jacob was the spiritual forefather of Moses – the direction of spiritual return is opposite to historical. Jacob was the first on this way. Like Jacob who was moving toward the Lord and became the name Israel, Moses would overcome Jacob in spiritual terms and he would move even further. The deep interrelation of Jacob-Israel-Moses is proved by the phrase of the Lord during his last visit of Jacob: "I will go with you to Egypt and I will bring you back". The Lord will remember His people, it's proved by the promise given by the Lord in Leviticus and show the sequence of recollection:


I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land.

(Lev., 26, 42)
Moreover this promise shows the spiritual prototypes sequence in all four stages of people returning to God: Jacob – Moses, Isaac – Jesus Christ, Abraham - …, God scattering people in Babel – Messiah. In historical tradition the sequence will be retained: Abraham – Moses, Isaac – Jesus Christ, Jacob - …, God saving the people of Israel - Messiah.


In due time the Lord remembered His people and sent Moses to bring the people from Egypt. Moses was already prepared for his mission and he began the discussion with questions, how he would be able to persuade people that he was sent by God, by God of their forefathers. The lives of numerous people would depend upon their belief in Moses.


Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers-the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob-has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 
"Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers-the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt. And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites-a land flowing with milk and honey.'

(Ex., 3, 13-17)

The Lord wants to bring Israeli people from Egypt, the Lord unveils His name to Moses and to Israeli people. The name of God is integral with the fathers of Israeli people, with those forefathers whom the Lord gave promises about numerous descendants, about great future of that nation in new land. The Lord names Himself the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, confirming the three stages of return as those stages are related to the names of forefathers and represent the three stages of unified spiritual teaching. As the blood relation defines the line of Abraham-Isaac-Jacob, the spiritual idea will connect Judaism-Christianity-Return. Return is the teaching which the Lord would give people to bring them to the next spiritual level. But we return back to Moses.

The sin of people residing in Canaan "reached its full measure" and the time for their punishment arrived. The Lord tells Moses the coming future. The Lord says that he will make pharaoh stubborn and he will not give up and let the Israeli leave Egypt. But then the Lord will apply force and He will make numerous miracles to let Israeli people take the goods of Egyptians and leave Egypt. But why did the Lord decide to apply force against pharaoh while the Lord could have brought Israeli people away from Egypt making the pharaoh amenable? Two reasons may explain it: first, as the Lord started the mission for the return of people to God – Israeli people was selected to play the chief role in this mission – the power of the Lord Almighty had to be demonstrated. The people, which worshipped foreign gods had to become faithful to God, had to follow God any place. Second, the punishment of Egypt is the prototype of Messiah's advent, division of mankind and protection of righteous by God. The exit of Israelis from Egypt includes two main events: the first and the last stages of the Return. But we have to discuss the beginning of the Return and Moses.


Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?" Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" "A staff," he replied. The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground." Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. Then the LORD said to him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. "This," said the LORD, "is so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers-the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob-has appeared to you."

(Ex., 4, 1-5)

The Lord will help those who have belief in God and are coming to God. The help is like a staff on the road. Those who do not have belief in God the help will take shape of a snake chasing this person away from God. Such person has to stop, to come through all the trials and to start the way of return. Then the snake will not scare him away as the help of God is like a staff on a righteous way. 


Then the LORD said, "Put your hand inside your cloak." So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous, like snow. "Now put it back into your cloak," he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh.

(Ex., 4, 6-7)


The privy thoughts of a man depict him. The clean thoughts make clean hands and clean hands can do righteous deeds, and the opposite – unrighteous deeds are created by unkind mind. Jesus Christ said:

A good man out of the good treasure of the heart brings forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.

(Matt., 12, 35)


And the Lord said:


Then the LORD said, "If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the second. But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground."

(Ex., 4, 8-9)

If the ways of people are unrighteous and their deeds are sinful, it will lead them to death. 


Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue." The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it." 

Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses and he said, "What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs with it."


(Ex., 4, 10-16)

The last attempt to avoid the assignment of the Lord was in vain and despite lack of eloquence Moses had to accept the assignment of the Lord. The last words of the Lord show that Moses and Aaron will start the Return of mankind to God and they are they prototypes of Messiah and Prophet, who will come and divide mankind prior to the judgment day.



THE RETURN TO EGYPT


Now the LORD had said to Moses in Midian, "Go back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to kill you are dead." So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took the staff of God in his hand. The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may worship me." But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.' "

(Ex., 4, 19-23)

All the barriers on the way of Moses back to Egypt were eliminated and he could fulfill his mission. He asked his father-in-law Jethro and started on his way to Egypt. The Lord is blessing him, giving Israeli people the name of His son, firstborn son, as the Israeli people was the first people to receive the word of God in covenants, laws and decrees. This people was the first to open the Single God to mankind and started the way of Return to God.


At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met Moses and was about to kill him. But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son's foreskin and touched Moses' feet with it. "Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me," she said. So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said "bridegroom of blood," referring to circumcision.) 

(Ex., 4, 24-26)

The fact is that Jewish people made circumcision on the eighth day, but Zipporah belonged to the other people and they did circumcision in thirteen years. Moses who was chosen by God to save his people had not fulfilled the main provision of the covenant with God – he hadn't done circumcision in due time and God was angry with him. Zipporah took flint knife and made circumcision according to rules and eliminated the anger of God and God had mercy on Moses.


Soon Moses met Aaron at the mountain Horeb and told him everything they had to do. They met elders of Israeli people in Egypt and told them everything and "performed the signs before the people".


… and they believed. And when they heard that the LORD was concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.

(Ex., 4, 31)





THE PLAGUES IN EGYPT


As Moses and Aaron met Israeli people they went to pharaoh and said: 

Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert.' "Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go."

(Ex., 5, 1-2)


Pharaoh rules a huge kingdom and he was regarded as a living god. Pharaoh ruled over millions of slaves and he was not interested in their belief or traditions. Jews were not assimilating with Egyptians, their number was constantly growing and they were representing a menace for Egypt. The Egyptians made the necessary restrictions to limit the birth rate of Israeli people. The meeting of Moses and Aaron with pharaoh brought even more severe slavery for Israeli people and they started to blame Moses: "You have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials". Moses began to plead to the Lord with the blame in His address:

"O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this people? Is this why you sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescued your people at all." 

(Ex., 5, 22-23)

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country." God also said to Moses, "I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens. Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant. "Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.' "

(Ex., 6, 1-8)

Moses begins his service (everyone who makes service to God makes service not only to his people but to the whole mankind), he's still weak spiritually, he even blames God. But the Lord would not only calm down Moses, the Lord says the for hundred years He appeared to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and made covenants with them and promised them the land of Canaan. The salvation of Israeli people from Egyptian slavery is based on the promises given to forefathers of Israeli people. They didn't know the name of God and they called the name The Lord Almighty and worshipped the Lord. The words of the Lord give the idea of unified wish for the return of mankind to God and Israeli people will have the key role in it.


Moses told everything to his people but the first misfortune confused them and they would not anymore listen to him. But the Lord asked Moses and Aaron to go once more and to talk to people and then to visit pharaoh.



Prior to discuss the next events in Egypt let's have a look at Moses and Aaron ancestry.

Abram belonged to the twentieth generation starting with Adam and he had Ishmael. Abram led righteous life and on wish of God he begat Abraham.

Abraham belonged to the blessed seventh generation (twenty first) and he begat Isaac.

Isaac belonged to the twenty second generation and he begat Jacob.

Jacob – twenty third generation, he begat Reuben, Simeon, Levi and eight more sons. Jacob on wish of God begat himself Israel. N.b. Noah belonged to the third generation and he started new mankind, similarly Israel belonged to the twenty fourth (third) generation and he gave life to a new people. 

Israel – twenty fourth generation, begat Benjamin.

Levi – twenty fifth generation, he begat Gershon, Kohath and Merari.

Kohath – twenty sixth generation, he begat Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel.

Amram – twenty seventh generation, he begat Aaron and Moses.

Aaron and Moses – twenty eighth (seventh) blessed generation, Aaron begat Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.


So, Aaron and Moses descended from Levi, who was faithful to the belief of his fathers in Egypt and who fought against foreign gods. These people were blessed by God to take the people of Israel from Egypt.


Now when the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt, he said to him, "I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt everything I tell you." But Moses said to the LORD, "Since I speak with faltering lips, why would Pharaoh listen to me?"

(Ex., 6, 28-30)
Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet.


(Ex., 7, 1)

The Lord is cautiously but firmly pushing Moses to fight pharaoh to liberate his people and again the Lord repeats the future events. In these words the Lord shows that Messiah would come to divide mankind and the Prophet would proclaim the wish of God. Moses and Aaron did on wish of God, they came to pharaoh. The Lord warned them that pharaoh would ask to show their power and to show the miracles.


As Moses and Aaron came to pharaoh everything happened the way the Lord predicted: pharaoh asked them to prove they had been sent by God. Then Aaron threw his staff and it turned into snake. But the magicians called by pharaoh threw their staffs before pharaoh and they also turned into snakes, but the staff of Aaron swallowed up their staffs. After this event pharaoh refused to listen any more to Moses.


We may note that the magicians of pharaoh exercised their power of animal world. This power may also rule the animal nature of man.


In the morning as pharaoh went to the river Moses and Aaron came to him asking to let Israeli people leave Egypt to service their God in the desert. Aaron stroke with his staff the river and the water turned into blood. The magicians of pharaoh applied their skills and made the same and pharaoh didn't pay attention to it again.


In seven days Moses and Aaron came to pharaoh and on wish of the Lord warned pharaoh that they would plaque the land of Egypt with frogs. And they did it. The magicians made the same and added the number of frogs. Pharaoh asked Moses to get frogs away promising he would let the Israeli go. But as Moses preached to God and all the frogs died out pharaoh became stubborn again.


Magicians of pharaoh applied the human power and they could only repeat the three miracles. But on the next day Aaron stroke the ground with his staff and the dust turned into gnats and they attacked people and animals, the magicians accepted that it was the plague sent by God. Anyhow pharaoh was unbent and he didn't listen to them.


Then the Lord made another plague and flied overwhelmed Egypt and pharaoh said the Israeli people could make their offerings in Egypt, but Moses and Aaron said the offering should be done in the desert in three days of travel. Pharaoh gave his agreement, but as Moses preached to the Lord and all the flies were eliminated pharaoh again got stubborn.


Then the Lord sent Moses to tell pharaoh that the people of Israel had to go to the desert and warship God otherwise the Lord would send the plague on livestock. On the next morning all the livestock in the fields of Egypt died and the livestock owned by Israelites didn't die. Anyhow pharaoh remained stubborn.


The Lord asked Moses and Aaron to take handfuls of soot from furnace and to toss it into the air in the presence of Pharaoh. The soot would touch people or animals creating festering boils. But it didn't reasoned pharaoh.


The Lord sent Moses and Aaron to tell pharaoh: 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, 'This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me, or this time I will send the full force of my plagues against you and against your officials and your people, so you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth.

(Ex., 9, 13-14)


Moses told pharaoh that the next day the Lord would send hailstorm on Egypt and all people and livestock in the fields would die, but the hail would not touch Israeli people. As Moses raised his staff pointing at the sky a hailstorm hit Egypt with lightning flashing here and there. Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and asked them to preach to their God to stop the hail. Pharaoh promised he would let the Israeli people go. But as the hailstorm stopped pharaoh changed his mind. This and the next three plagues sent by God were necessary to demonstrate the power of God, to punish the unrighteous and to unite the people of Israel. The plagues sent for Egypt had to be known to all peoples to proclaim the power of the true God and to proclaim the beginning of the Return. A new people was nascent in Egypt, the people that had to bring the light of return to God for all mankind. 


Locusts and darkness were the next plagues sent to Egypt. Locusts devoured all the vegetation and plants in Egypt and then darkness covered the land of Egypt for three days. But once again pharaoh refused to let Israeli people with all their property and livestock go to warship the Lord.


Now the LORD had said to Moses, "I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. Tell the people that men and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold."

(Ex., 11, 1-2)

So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt-worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.' Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me and saying, 'Go, you and all the people who follow you!' After that I will leave." Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.

(Ex., 11, 4-8)


The Lord told Moses that the stubbornness of pharaoh was made on His wish to demonstrate the great powers of the Lord.

THE PASSOVER


The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, "This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire-head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it.

(Ex., 12, 1-10)


The Lord is creating the present looking into the future. The Lord established new calendar prior to exit of Israeli people from Egypt: the month Abib is the first month of the year. The Lord makes the new beginning of the year and point out the meaning of the exit from Egypt, it's like the birth of the Israeli people. The salvation from slavery would be celebrated as the Passover of God and later the celebration of Unleavened Bread would take place in seven days.



On the tenth day every family has to get a lamb, which is to be kept for four days (Israeli people and mankind have to pass four stages of Return). On the fourteenth day the lamb shall be slaughtered. People will have to take the blood of the lamb and to put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lamb. The blood of the lamb will save the lives of the firstborn Israelites and their livestock and it will save the people from slavery. As "this is the law to be kept forever", the Lord proves that this celebration will be important for mankind in the future. The Passover celebrates not only the liberation of Israeli people, but liberation of mankind and the beginning to the Return to God. The new meaning of Passover is the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it only proved the basic meaning of this celebration. The command not to cook the lamb in water shows that the lamb is the prototype of the next stage of purification and redemption of sins made by the ancient people living before the flood. The human bodies died without damage to their bodies and the lamb should be prepared as a whole. It proves that the body of the Lamb to redeem the sins of mankind living before the flood will be whole.


This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD's Passover.

(Ex., 12,11)

Each Passover opens new way for each man, while the first Passover opened the way for Israeli people to get liberated from slavery. The Christ's Passover open a new way for Israeli and heathens, and they had to be prepared with the staff in their hands to start the new way.


"On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn-both men and animals-and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.

(Ex., 12, 12-13)

The Lord gave man freedom of choice, the firstborn sons inherited the human qualities of their fathers. Thus the firstborn is the heritage of any person. The firstborn sons always inherited the best part of family property and position in the society. The death of the firstborn could cut the further development of the blood line of a whole nation. It was a disaster for Egypt, it meant that the gods of Egypt couldn't protect the firstborn sons and the gods would have to be replaced. The death of the firstborn livestock meant that the life of Egypt nation would be unfortunate and full of hardship.


The Lord gives command about the celebration of Unleavened Bread, which would take seven days. On the first day (the beginning of the creation when God created light – the truth) and on the last day (the day of rest, blessed by God) of the celebration the Israeli people will have to hold sacred assemblies. They should not have any yeast in their homes and people should eat unleavened bread.


Moses summoned all the elders and told them the commandments of the Lord and the whole people of Israel did as the Lord said. 
    
                                                     


At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.

(Ex., 12, 29-30)


The death of all firstborn in Egypt is coordinated with the Law, which was given to the Israeli people later. The order of pharaoh to kill male infants of Israeli people entailed this punishment.


The hit on Egypt is the prototype of the disaster, which will happen to mankind in the future. Mankind will be the cause of the disaster as mankind is coming along the way, which leads to downfall.





THE EXODUS


During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me." The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!" 

So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.

(Ex., 12, 31-36)


The exit of Israeli people from Egypt was so hasty that they couldn't bake the bread and they had to take the dough with them before the yeast was added. Before they left they went to Egyptians and asked for gold, silver and good clothes and on wish of the Lord they got everything they needed. It was the compensation for numerous years of slavery. The majority of the received precious goods was applied later for creation of Tabernacle. 

The meaning of this event for the future Exodus that will take prior to the judgment day of mankind, is the following: the distribution of mankind into two will be accompanied by the distribution of spiritual values accumulated by mankind in form of non-material qualities of human soul – love to God and people, self-sacrifice, strive for truth, goodness and justice, health etc. Jesus Christ spoke about it as well: 


"… for whosoever has, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance; but whosoever has not, from him shall be taken away even that he has."

(Matt., 13, 12)


The children and the youth will have the best spiritual gifts, while the rest of the mankind will loose the link with God forever and it will be doomed for spiritual powerty and degradation.


But at that moment the Israeli people left Rameses for Succoth. The people numbered six hundred thousand men, besides women and children. They had plenty of livestock and other goods and they were joined by other people.   


The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "These are the regulations for the Passover: "No foreigner is to eat of it. Any slave you have bought may eat of it after you have circumcised him, but a temporary resident and a hired worker may not eat of it.









(Ex., 12, 43-45)

"An alien living among you who wants to celebrate the LORD's Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the land.

(Ex., 12, 48)


Only circumcision as the covenant with the Lord make people belong to God's people, but not the birth origin. The same could be seen in Christianity: it's not nationality but baptizing that make people belong to Christianity. From now on Passover and the Unleavened Bread shall be celebrated as the time of salvation from Egyptian slavery. The Lord saved Israeli firstborn of men and livestock and now each firstborn boy and every firstborn of livestock belong to the Lord. The Lord took the descendants of Levi to service Him and all the firstborn boys as well as firstborn livestock can be bought out.


The Lord allowed Israeli people to avoid fighting against Philistines as they left Egypt and guided them through the desert along the Red Sea. Moses took the remnants of Joseph, who had been promised to be buried in his land.


By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.

(Ex., 13, 21)

The Lord told Moses that the Israeli people should stay at the Red Sea, promising to stop pharaoh. The Lord made pharaoh brave and he started the chase after the Israelites. He took all the chariots and the best soldiers. Pharaoh caught up with the Israeli people at the Red Sea and Israeli people got frightened and asked the Lord for help and they started to blame Moses saying he had brought them there to die. But Moses calmed down the people saying: "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today". And the Lord told Moses:


"Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.

(Ex., 14, 15-16)
Then the angel of God withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud was in front of the Egyptians and Israeli could see the light. 


Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.

(Ex., 14, 21-22)


When the chariots and soldiers of pharaoh followed the Israelites into the sea, Moses guided by the Lord raised his hand over the sea and the waters of the sea pushed back and covered the Egyptian army.


And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

(Ex., 14, 31)
This miracle put aside all the doubts and for some time the people got their trust in the powers of the Lord Almighty. They sang the song blessing the Lord, who saved the Israeli people. The Lord punished the Egyptians and created a new people, the Lord brought spiritual trust to this people and it started to get hold of the souls stricken by heathenism. But this people had yet to go a long way to get spiritual salvation. 

Moses brought the people away from the Red Sea into the desert, three days long they couldn't find water. They came to Marah, but water turned to be very bitter and they couldn't drink it. The people again started to blame Moses and he preached to God and God showed the tree, which should be put into water to make it fresh. It was one more testing of the people and the trust of the Israeli people.


He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you." Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water.

(Ex., 15, 26-27)

The Lord is fulfilling the promise and once again saves the Israeli people guiding them to the promised land. The Lord made the Israelites His people and the Lord demanded trust and obedience, fulfillment of laws and commandments to protect the Israelites. The Lord helped and warned and the words of the Lord would soon be formed into blessings and curse: those who followed the commandments would be blessed while those who didn't – would be cursed. The Lord brought the Israeli people to Elim, the land with 12 water wells and 70 palm trees. When the Israel turned into the people of priests, the twelve tribes of Israeli people would be the sources of water for seventy peoples of the earth.

The Israelites left Elim and went along the desert. Again people started to blame Moses asking for food. The Lord sent them quail and manna, making the first day of rest on Saturday. But the people of Israel was too slow learning the commandments of the Lord. They came from Sin desert and arrived at Rephidim, but there was no water again. 

So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink."

(Ex., 17, 2)


Then Moses cried out to the LORD , "What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me." The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.

(Ex., 17, 4-6)


We may take a note that the Lord is cultivating the belief in Israeli people: starting with Moses, Aaron and Mariam the belief is passed to some elders, who go after Moses in search of the Lord. There is no command to bring people to the rock as the lack of belief in the people would not be helping Moses but it would protect him in his mission. Moses should strike the rock with his staff to get the water, the Lord would be standing on the rock giving him the required help. It reminds of a school, teaching. The Lord is teaching Moses and through Moses the Lord teaches the whole nation, the Lord shows the belief, which would unite every person with God and would give him the necessary help. In forty years after the wandering in the desert there would be a similar situation but the people would be different and there wouldn't be a command to make the similar act.  
The Lord saved His people when Amalekites started to fight against the Israelites in Rephidim. Joshua with the soldiers fought the Amalekites, while Moses held up his hands with the help of Aaron and Hur till the sundown till Joshua could overcome the Amalekites. 

Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner. He said, "For hands were lifted up to the throne of the LORD. The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation." 

(Ex., 17, 15-16)

As the father-in-law of Moses heard it that God helped Moses and his people and helped them to get out of Egypt, he came to Moses with his wife Zipporah and his two sons. Moses met his father-in-law, asked him about his health and then they entered the tent and Moses told him everything about the help of God and how God saved them numerous times. Jethro was delighted and blessed the name of the Lord and made offering to God. Then he and the elders of Israel ate bread in the presence of God. Next day as he saw that Moses was dealing with personal matters of the people, he advised Moses to teach the decrees and laws of God to people and to pass all the other matters to judges. Moses followed the advise of Jethro and selected trustworthy men and put them over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens of Israelites. The people came to them and they settled all the issues.


Some time later Jethro parted from Moses and came to his home land   





THE COVENANT

In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt-on the very day-they came to the Desert of Sinai. After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."

(Ex., 19, 1-6)


Moses descended from the mountain and he summoned the elders and told them what the Lord had said to him. The salvation of mankind, the return of God, was planned by the Lord with assistance of the Israeli people. The Lord wanted to make the Israelites the nation of priests. The teaching given by the Lord was a the seed, it contained the future to be developed from this seed. The plan was fulfilled despite the numerous treasons of Israeli people: Hebrews were the first preachers of Christianity and they were the first Christian priests. But the Israeli people fulfilled one more very important mission – the Israelites kept the word of the Lord and brought it through the thousands of years. 

And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 'Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.' Only when the ram's horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain."

(Ex., 19, 10-13)

The people of Israel gives consent to follow the way showed by the Lord fulfilling all the commandments and the Covenant. The Lord promised Moses to appear in a cloud and to talk to him from the mountain to make all the people believe in God. The people had to get prepared for this appearance: people had to wash their clothes and to be prepared spiritually – they should not touch women in those days. During those three days prior to the appearance of the Lord the people had to become spiritually clean. But as on the whole the people stayed unpurified and the appearance of the Lord would consecrate the mount Sinai no unclean creature – a man or an animal – should come to the holy place under the fear of death. Other people had to be saved of this uncleanness and the unclean people and animals had to be punishment with stones or arrows, they were not to be touched.


On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up.

(Ex., 19, 16-20)

The Holy Presence at Sinai mount showed up at the complete range of human perception, it was supposed to apply the maximum effort to secure the commandments, laws and decrees in the people of Israel. The Israelites should have all the commandments, laws and decrees as the basis of their life. The majority of people were unclean and if they came close to the mountain they would have killed. They were told not to come to the mountain and not to look at the top of the mountain. The level of man's position to God was defined by wish of God, by ritual and spiritual cleanness of man. Moses descended from the mountain and told the people the commandments given by the Lord.


And God spoke all these words:
"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
"You shall have no other gods before me. 
"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
"You shall not murder. 
"You shall not commit adultery. 
"You shall not steal. 
"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."

(Ex., 20, 1-17)
The commandments given by the Lord to Moses on mount Sinai are the first stages of the spiritual stairway leading man to God. If we imagine that these commandments are located as stages between God and man in the order given by the Lord we may find out that the first commandment which is close to God, while the last one is close to man. The order for man will be reverse. The last commandment proves it, it should be read in composition with all the previous commandments. 

"You shall not covet anything belonging to your neighbor…" – man has to rule over his animal nature, his desires and it will allow him to avoid false testimony, stealing, adultery and at last killing people.


"Honor your father and your mother…" – each nation can hope for long historical survival if the nation has strong succession of generations. This tight spiritual relation is the fundament of each nation and each man, it gives the strength for survival. Honoring father and mother is the fundament of love to them and then to all the other people. The man who is not honoring his father and mother can't love other people or God.


"Remember the Sabbath day…" – It's the seventh commandment on our way to God. Why did the Lord set the Sabbath day? It's said "Sabbath to the Lord your God", it's the day when people had to preach to God who had brought them away from Egypt, who had liberated them from physical and spiritual slavery. The Lord gives people a chance to change their life in physical and spiritual terms. As the man made a Covenant with God he should fulfill all the commandments and decrees, but the man is given a special day to preach to God and to think about God. The Lord blessed this day and gave it to people, who should take rest and preach and warship God on this day:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

(Prov. 9,10)

Man is working from sunrise to sundown, he is not used to think and the Lord gives a day for man to rest and to preach, the Lord opens a new way to people in an attempt to pull people from animal living. Giving the account of those who should take rest the Lord puts foreigners after livestock as they are heathens worshiping idols. Usually people chose animals for their idols. A man worshiping animal image is lower than any animal for the Lord. The commandment about Sabbath day allows man to become human, to develop spiritually!


"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God…" – The Lord set man closer, it's the chief value for any human life. We may recall Cain saying: "Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence…" It shows that close position to God is more important than the human life! The man should bear in his soul the name of God as the most holy – it allows man to be close to God. There are only two spiritual ways: the way to God, the Return, and the reverse way – the Banishment. Any type of idol worshipping is the reverse direction away from God, it was established in ancient times due to disbelief and error as the truth was lost and the truth was not preached yet. But nowadays we face the presence of conscious resistance to Got. These sins make people as enemies to the Lord. Why did the Lord say He would punish "children in the third and fourth generation for the sins of their fathers"? The Lord is punishing four generations because mankind sinned four times and it was four times banished away from God. 


What is it, the love to God? Love to God is the gift of God! No man can nourish this feeling in his soul as this feeling includes all the utmost spiritual powers and wishes of life, fulfilled and unfulfilled. It's sacrificing love to man and overwhelming creative powers. This feeling comprises all the spiritual interests of man. This feeling is alien on earth, it could be given only by the Lord! But man wishing to get this feeling should be moving towards God, he should cover this way and the rest will be given to him by the Lord. 


"I am the LORD your God…" – The Lord releases man from physical and spiritual slavery showing the new way, the Lord asks for faithfulness as in the first line it's needed for the man himself. The man can cover the long way only with the help of the Lord, any deviation from the Lord's commandments means the way back.

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance…

(Ex., 20, 18)

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites this: 'You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold. " 'Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you.

(Ex., 20, 21-24)

The Lord gave people other laws and decrees later, those to rule spiritual, moral and legal life of the Israelites.

The laws can be described by three concepts: warship God, honor your neighbor, be righteous and make only good.

                                            HOLY FESTIVALS

Three times a year all the men are to appear before the Sovereign LORD.

(Ex., 23, 17)


The Lord established special festivals. Grown up men should come and worship God and the Lord makes people to acknowledge their sins in His Presence showing them the way to redeem these sins. The unified spiritual condition of a people can be created at holy congregation in presence of the Lord. This spiritual condition allows people to keep knowledge about the deeds of the Lord and to set people for conscious fulfillment of laws and commandments. The Lord established these festivals for centuries knowing that the festivals would be filled with new content at each stage of the Return. It's obvious that three festivals are connected with three stages and one year of life of Israeli people (add the day of redemption) symbolizes all the spiritual history of return to God.


The festival of Passover and Unleavened Bread is the first festival.


Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in that month you came out of Egypt. "No one is to appear before me empty-handed.

(Ex., 23, 15)

The feast of Passover and Unleavened Bread is set for glory of the Lord as the Lord saved Israelites and brought them away from Egypt liberating them from slavery. The Lord punished the Egyptians, but the Lord didn't touch the firstborn of the Israeli people and showed the Israelites new life. You may recollect your position. You were weak and the Lord brought you to Him: "I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself…" Now you should follow the commands, laws and decrees and come to the Lord. The commandment about Passover contains the seed of the new meaning of this feast for Christianity: "Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire-head, legs and inner parts. Don't break the bones of the lamb". These are the commandments about the lamb, the blood of the lamb had saved the Israeli firstborn, this is the will be sacrifice of Jesus Christ. People died during the flood, they were not killed by sword breaking bones, they died in water and their bodies wouldn't be injured. "As one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side and forthwith came there out blood and water". Water didn't kill it purified earth of the sins, thus it was not allowed to cook lamb in water. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was the offering to purify and redeem. It was the purifying sacrifice for the Israeli people and only then for heathens, but Israelites would never accept it. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was redeeming the sins of mankind living before the flood. All the four stages of the Return should be followed by human offerings to purify and to redeem sins. What are the main features these people should be characterized, the people who will give mankind to reach the next spiritual stage? First of all, the Lord selects and teaches these people and they come in due time. Second, as they are born they comprise on wish of the Lord the great destructive power (sins of mankind) and creative spiritual power, which are slowly growing in them. Gradually they comprehend it and they should make their choice and the Providence of the Lord shows up at that moment. They should chose their way consciously, but not being forced. The voluntary choice will not cover priests: the life of a priest belongs to God. In case the destructive power is not used it will be eliminated by death and people get a chance to understand and to accept the new spiritual Truth till the new sins overcome the mankind.

Each individual person will never get purification, he can only accept the new Truth. If he accepts the new Truth he is following the way of individual purification. This purification is called circumcision in Judaism and Islam, but it's baptizing in Christianity.


The second feast – the Pentecost:


Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. 

(Ex., 23, 16)


The Lord gave Moses and Israeli people the tablets of stone with the covenant on the feast of Harvest. But the test of Israeli people showed that it was too early "to harvest", the people was not yet prepared to follow the Lord and was apt to worship idols. Moses guided by the Spirit of God, broke down the tablets of stone.


In a thousand and a half years the Lord granted the Holy Spirit to disciples of Jesus Christ on the Feat of Harvest. And they got the wisdom and started to preach in different languages, and thousands of people witnessed this miracle and joined Christianity. Christianity was born on that day.


The third feast is the feast of Ingathering, 

Celebrate the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field.

(Ex., 23, 16)

Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him." 

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do."

(Ex., 24, 1-3)


Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. 
He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD.

(Ex., 24, 4-5)

Moses had prophetic skills and he knew people and especially the Israeli people. He wrote all the commandments and laws given by the Lord on that very day not to loose a word. Moses couldn't trust anybody and he himself went to build altar in accordance with the given commands. Moses wanted to fix this event in the memory of the Israelites and he created twelve stone pillars for each tribe of Israel. We may recall that Jacob used to create monuments. Moses understood that the future of the covenant would depend upon the younger generation and he sent young Israelite men to make burnt offerings. Those young men included the firstborn sons saved by the Lord. Bull as the burnt offering is offered to clean the inner man, to clean the soul of animal lust and desire. The people had to be clean to enter into covenant with the Lord, the people had to stop any relation with the past traditions, with the worship of idols. 

Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey." 
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 

(Ex., 24, 6-8)

Three times the Lord gives Israeli people commandments and makes the covenant with them and people promise to fulfill the commandments. The Israelites give their agreement and promise to fulfill the commandments, laws and decrees to be the nation selected by the Lord – the nation of priests. The Israelites had to bring the faith in God to all peoples living on earth and to bring mankind through all the stages of the Return. As the Israeli people confirmed the covenant for the third time Moses sprinkled blood on the people – it's done only for priests. Starting that moment the life of every Israelite belonged to God. 

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.

(Ex., 24, 9-11)

Israeli people stayed behind the line near the mount Sinai. Moses, three persons selected for priests and seventy elders came up on the mountain. All of those people could witness the glory of the Lord and something blue was beneath it reminding of sapphire. The curtain in Tabernacle is done of blue linen.

The Lord made a move towards people and appeared in human image to ease the way for Return. But the Lord didn't want to limit the imagination of people by this appearance. Before the Lord appeared in human image He warned people not to make any images, not to worship them.

It was the first stage of coming to the mountain. The Lord showed Himself to a great number of people and it proved the importance of the mission the Lord prescribed to Israeli people: the Lord wanted Israelites to help people to come back to God. Despite the fact that the Lord knew the outcome of the covenant, the future, still the Lord made the covenant and tried to warn the people not to make mistakes. The future sins couldn't be acknowledged at that time. Jesus Christ knew Judas would betray Him but still Jesus Christ took Judas as his disciple. The principle is the same: the man should be blamed for the sin that he has done, but he can't be blamed for his deeds he has not yet committed.


The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction." Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. He said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them."

(Ex., 24, 12-14)

It was the second stage as Moses came up the mountain. Joshua was left there, and it was similar to presence in Tabernacle. As the covenant was made the time of testing arrived. The same happened to Jesus Christ: as the Holy Spirit came upon Him Jesus was sent to the desert. This time the Israeli people headed by Aaron was tested by the Lord. Moses had to go up to receive tablets of stone with the law and commandments. Till today the mankind has not understood what people received and then lost in tablets of stone written by the Lord. What was it, the tablets of stone? Suppose, the Israeli people guided by the Lord fulfilled the mission: the Israeli people has led mankind through all the four stages of the Return (at that moment as the covenant with the Lord was made the Israeli people stood only at the first stage). In that case mankind would have been given access to Eden, the initial position close to God, to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and to the tree of life. In that case the tablets of stone represent the two symbolic trees: five commandments close to man mean the knowledge of good and evil and the next commandments beginning with the commandment:

Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

And the commandments should end with the meeting with the Lord as the man covers the whole way:

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.

A new unknown life should start after it.


When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai.

(Ex., 24, 15-16)
This is the third stage of coming up the mountain. 


For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

(Ex., 24, 16-18)

It was the fourth stage as Moses came up to the mountain. Those were the four stages of knowing the Lord Almighty, the Single God, Who appeared to different people. The level of the Holy Revelation was defined by the Wish of the Creator, by the level of spiritual stance of the man and by the tasks the man had to solve. The narration proves that Moses passed all the four stages to get close to God. The four Holy Presence of the Lord at Sinai mountain showed to Moses disclosed the unpronounced name of the Lord consisting of four letters. 

As Moses passed the fourth stage he was on place which can be related to Arc in Tabernacle or Eden in the book of Genesis. The way of Moses upon the mountain is the prototype of the way of the Return, which would be preached to mankind. The Lord led Moses along the whole way of the Return in seven days. We may state that heathenism was below the mountain, the first stage upwards was represented by Judaism, the second stage brought people to Christianity, the third stage allowed people to understand their relations to God, to church of the Return. The fourth stage is the coming of Messiah and division of mankind. All the stages were reflected in the design of Tabernacle. 





TABERNACLE


The LORD said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose heart prompts him to give.

(Ex., 25, 1-2)

The Israeli people have to bring offerings to the Lord, and these offerings are needed to create Tabernacle, the place for residence of the Lord, the place to make holy rituals. The Lord states the main condition – the offerings should be brought voluntarily. The list of the required items is extensive and each man has to bring whatever he can.




The Holy Tabernacle


"Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.

(Ex., 25, 8-9)
As the Lord created man He put him to Eden. After the fall the man was banished from Eden. The sin pushed man further and further away from God. With the help of God man can never come back and the Lord shows his mercy unveiling the way of the Return. The Lord comes to people to dwell among them to guide them. The Lord deprived people of spiritual unity in the land of Shinar (as it was opposition to God) and confused the languages of people and scattered people around the earth. 

The command of the Lord to make exactly as He said Moses shows the importance of all the items and elements of the Tabernacle. There would be no minor details in Tabernacle, it could be compared with unread book with unlimited pages, or it could be compared with a seed that was not brought to soil. We will discuss the items of Tabernacle as it was described in the Holy Scripture. As we analyzed the commandments we noted that the order of commandments meant the Way of the Return.





The Ark


"Have them make a chest of acacia wood-two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it. Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it. The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. Then put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you. 

"Make an atonement cover of pure gold-two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover. Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you. There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.

(Ex., 25, 10-22)


The Ark should be made of special wood, that wouldn't be touched by time, wouldn't change the form and would not deteriorate. It should look like a case covered by gold inside and outside with four golden rings. Poles would be put into the rings to carry the Ark. The Covenant give by the Lord should be put into the Ark. The Ark is Eden, which is open for people and with these people the Lord made covenant. Eden was open for people before the fall and before the banishment. "After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life". Now a cover is made with two cherubim, those which protected Eden, to protect the Ark. People are banished, the covenant is put into the Ark and protected by cherubim. The people are banished by with of the Lord God and only on His wish they could have get the way back to Eden. Cherubim make a unified single upon the cover symbolizing the fundament of the Lord's throne, while the land is the base of it. The Lord would unveil to people over the cover between the two cherubim. The Ark is placed in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Tabernacle, only once a year in the Redemption day the priest can enter this place to make clean the people's sins. Only spiritual sins should be cleaned in Sanctum Sanctorum.






The Table


"Make a table of acacia wood-two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding around it. Also make around it a rim a handbreadth wide and put a gold molding on the rim.


(Ex., 25, 23-25)

… And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of offerings. Put the bread of the Presence on this table to be before me at all times.

(Ex., 25, 29-30)


The table with the bread of the Presence is the second holy item after the Ark in Tabernacle. The table should be positioned in the northern part from the Holy, bread of the Presence should be put on it in two piles each one consisting of six bread pieces, as well as bowls and other items. The bread should be made of unleavened dough, the bread is salted and covered with incense. The chief priest should change the bread of Presence every Sabbath and the bread is to be passed to the priests. 





The lampstand


"Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece with it. Six branches are to extend from the sides of the lampstand-three on one side and three on the other. Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from the lampstand. And on the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms. One bud shall be under the first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair-six branches in all. The buds and branches shall all be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold. 
"Then make its seven lamps and set them up on it so that they light the space in front of it. Its wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure gold. A talent of pure gold is to be used for the lampstand and all these accessories. See that you make them according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.

(Ex., 25, 31-40)


Lampstand (Menohra) is the third holy item in Tabernacle. The lampstand is located to the south of the Holy, in front of the table with the bread of the Presence. The lampstand is symmetrical to its shaft, symmetrical like the two piles of bread of the Presence on the table. The best oil should be put into the cups of the lampstand (the oil of the ripe olives). Oil is the spirit of man, while priests are the spirit of the nation. The oil gets in touch with Holy Spirit in the lampstand in the form of fire and yields the light of the Truth and shows the way to Sanctum Sanctorum – like prophets and righteous men open on wish of God the way to Him.   

 



The Tabernacle


"Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman… Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle-eleven altogether… Make for the tent a covering of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows. 

(Ex., 26, 1-14)

The Tabernacle was closed with four curtains on top: curtain of twisted linen, curtain of goat hair, curtain of ram skins and curtain of blue skins. Only the courtyard was open on top of it. This multi-layered cover shows that the Tabernacle was closed on wish of God for celestial and spiritual world. Even Jesus Christ made the offering of his life to bring people to a new spiritual stage and he didn't know the future spiritual history of mankind as it was the secret of the Lord.





Inside the Tabernacle


Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases. Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. Put the atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy Place. Place the table outside the curtain on the north side of the tabernacle and put the lampstand opposite it on the south side.

(Ex., 26, 31-35)


The curtain hiding the way to the Most Holy Place is set on four poles, which make three entrances in between them. Those three entrances represent the three flocks for which Jacob opened the well to water them: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.





The Entrance To The Tabernacle


For the entrance to the tent make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen-the work of an embroiderer. Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold. And cast five bronze bases for them.

(Ex., 26, 36-37)


The curtain to the Most Holy Place is supported by five posts and four entrances give way to the Holy Place. Three ways are represented by faith on the basis of commandments, laws and decrees of Judaism. The fourth way, the way of belief was opened by the Lord to heathens.

                                     The Altar of burnt offering


Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits high; it is to be square, five cubits long and five cubits wide. Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece, and overlay the altar with bronze. Make all its utensils of bronze-its pots to remove the ashes, and its shovels, sprinkling bowls, meat forks and firepans. Make a grating for it, a bronze network, and make a bronze ring at each of the four corners of the network. Put it under the ledge of the altar so that it is halfway up the altar. Make poles of acacia wood for the altar and overlay them with bronze. The poles are to be inserted into the rings so they will be on two sides of the altar when it is carried.

(Ex., 27, 1-7)


The altar of burnt offering is located in the courtyard, on the straight line between the entrance to the courtyard and entrance to the Holy Place. The altar is designed to clean sins connected with the animal nature of man. But as the people grew up spiritually the lustration becomes complex taking into account the tripple nature of man.

The Courtyard


Make a courtyard for the tabernacle. The south side shall be a hundred cubits long and is to have curtains of finely twisted linen, with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases and with silver hooks and bands on the posts. The north side shall also be a hundred cubits long and is to have curtains, with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases and with silver hooks and bands on the posts. 
For the entrance to the courtyard, provide a curtain twenty cubits long, of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen-the work of an embroiderer-with four posts and four bases. 

(Ex., 27, 9-19)


The curtain of the courtyard is fixed to four posts, i.e. three ways lead to the courtyard. These are the ways of the commandments, laws and decrees.

Oil for the lampstand


Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning. In the Tent of Meeting, outside the curtain that is in front of the Testimony, Aaron and his sons are to keep the lamps burning before the LORD from evening till morning. This is to be a lasting ordinance among the Israelites for the generations to come.

(Ex., 27, 20-21)


The oil for the Lampstand should be made of "pressed olives", i.e. without any impurities. This oil is produced from ripe olives, you need only to push a little the olive and you get the clear golden oil. Oil is the spirit of man lighting his way, righteous men are the oil for the nation. If the nation looses righteous men it will loose the light in the Lampstead.


Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron, to give him dignity and honor. Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given wisdom in such matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest. 

(Ex., 28, 1-3)





Ephod


Have them use gold, and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen. Make the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen-the work of a skilled craftsman.

(Ex., 28, 5-6)


Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel in the order of their birth-six names on one stone and the remaining six on the other.

(Ex., 28, 9-10)

                                                  Breastpiece


Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions-the work of a skilled craftsman. Make it like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen.

(Ex., 28,15)


Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the LORD. Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron's heart whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD.

         (Ex., 28, 29-30)



We may note that priests represent their people before the Lord and they are responsible for spiritual positions of the people. The garments of a priest reflect the necessary qualities the priest shall feature for service. But the priest can wear these garments only at the Holy Place. The priest comes before the Lord in the Most Holy Place representing only the spiritual qualities of his people and thus the priest should come to the Most Holy Place in ordinary linen garments.

                                 Consecration of the priests


This is what you are to do to consecrate them, so they may serve me as priests…

(Ex., 29, 1)

                                 The Altar of incense


Make an altar of acacia wood for burning incense. It is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two cubits high -its horns of one piece with it. Overlay the top and all the sides and the horns with pure gold, and make a gold molding around it.

(Ex., 30, 1-3)


Put the altar in front of the curtain that is before the ark of the Testimony-before the atonement cover that is over the Testimony-where I will meet with you. 

Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every morning when he tends the lamps. He must burn incense again when he lights the lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the LORD for the generations to come.

(Ex., 30, 6-8)


Once a year Aaron shall make atonement on its horns. This annual atonement must be made with the blood of the atoning sin offering for the generations to come. It is most holy to the LORD.

(Ex., 30,10)


The Altar of incense is the symbol of individual atonement of man for church of the Return like the basin for washing positioned in front of the curtain to the Holy Place for Christianity. 

                                        Atonement money


Then the LORD said to Moses, "When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransom for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plague will come on them when you number them. Each one who crosses over to those already counted is to give a half shekel, according to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. This half shekel is an offering to the LORD. All who cross over, those twenty years old or more, are to give an offering to the LORD. The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the poor are not to give less when you make the offering to the LORD to atone for your lives. Receive the atonement money from the Israelites and use it for the service of the Tent of Meeting. It will be a memorial for the Israelites before the LORD, making atonement for your lives.

(Ex., 30, 11-16)


On the Lord's command Moses had to take a census of all Israeli men from twenty years and older. Counting confuses the spiritual unity of the people as men are separated from all the rest. Counting of people is one of the Lord's curses. But the Lord said "no plague will come on them when you number them" if people paid atonement money. The counting was carried out in indirect manner: number of men was counted on the basis of sum of the money collected. Counting was made only on command of the Lord. When David made a census without the command of the Lord the plague overwhelmed Israelites and seventy thousand people died.

                                          Basin for washing


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water in it. Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and feet with water from it. Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with water so that they will not die. Also, when they approach the altar to minister by presenting an offering made to the LORD by fire, they shall wash their hands and feet so that they will not die. This is to be a lasting ordinance for Aaron and his descendants for the generations to come.

(Ex., 30, 17-21)


Washing by water had been long known to people, it became the prototype of Christian baptism. Entering Holy Place meant entering the Christianity of the Old Testament. This spiritual level was yet closed for people, only priest was allowed to enter the Holy Place to carry out rituals. Still the priest had to follow all the required cleaning procedures. 

                                             Anointing Oil


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Take the following fine spices: 500 shekels of liquid myrrh, half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of fragrant cinnamon, 250 shekels of fragrant cane, 500 shekels of cassia-all according to the sanctuary shekel-and a hin of olive oil. Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer. It will be the sacred anointing oil. Then use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony, the table and all its articles, the lampstand and its accessories, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the basin with its stand. You shall consecrate them so they will be most holy, and whatever touches them will be holy. 
"Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate them so they may serve me as priests.

(Ex., 30, 22-30)


Anointing separates the item or man for special mission, this time for service to the Lord. At first the Tent of Meeting should be anointed and then all the items inside and only then the priests should be anointed. The Temple is supposed for the Lord and the priest is supposed for the Temple.

                                             Incense


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Take fragrant spices-gum resin, onycha and galbanum-and pure frankincense, all in equal amounts, and make a fragrant blend of incense, the work of a perfumer. It is to be salted and pure and sacred. Grind some of it to powder and place it in front of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you. Do not make any incense with this formula for yourselves; consider it holy to the LORD. Whoever makes any like it to enjoy its fragrance must be cut off from his people." 

(Ex., 30, 34-38)


We may note that like blood of the offering animal is used to redeem sins, the "blood" of vegetation in the form of resin and aromatic substances is used for atonement of people.

                                                 Bezalel and Oholiab


Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts - to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze…

(Ex., 31, 1-4)


This part of the Holy Scripture shows that scientific and technical development of mankind should follow the spiritual development. The priority of spiritual development is the provision for existence of man. 

                                                        The Sabbath


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am the LORD, who makes you holy. 
" 'Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to you. Anyone who desecrates it must be put to death; whoever does any work on that day must be cut off from his people. 

(Ex., 31, 12-14)

… It will be a sign between me and the Israelites forever, for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he abstained from work and rested.' " When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the Testimony, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God.

(Ex., 31, 17-18)

The way to the Lord begins with the commandment about the Sabbath. If people do not observe the Sabbath they demonstrate their intention not to follow the Lord's commands, to get closer to the Lord. As the Israelites made a covenant with the Lord desecration of the Sabbath was regarded as a crime. Observing the Sabbath people showed their attitude towards the Lord. 


While Moses was on Sinai mountain the Israeli people had to go through the test. Test is an integral part of any education. Father will sometimes take off his had as he is teaching the child to walk, the same way the Lord takes off His spiritual assistance and leaves man on his own to allow his to learn how to find the necessary spiritual way.

As time passed by people began to ask Aaron to make them gods as they didn't know what happened to Moses. Aaron gave his consent, he collected gold earrings and made a golden calf.


Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt." When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, "Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD."

(Ex., 32, 4-5)

The collective intelligence of the people was on animal level and only the influence of the Lord allowed the Israelites to overcome the animal nature. Making gods was just the response of the animal nature. As the Lord took off the Holy Spirit from the Israeli people they returned to the basic animal level. It's but natural that people decided to make a calf as a god and they attributed to the calf all the qualities of the Lord who had brought them away from slavery. In fact they made their collective comprehension of animal world as their god.

In the future as the collective intelligence of people took the human fundament people started to worship human image despite the qualities of such a person (even if it was one of the Lord's images). They would also worship persons not God as they would have reduced the Lord to the level of human collective intelligence.

In those days the Lord took off His spiritual help while Moses was away and the animal nature dominated in people: they made animal gods and started to worship them attributing the deeds and the glory of the Lord to those gods.
On the next day the people sacrificed burnt offerings afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry as heathens did. The people immediately forgot what the Lord had done for them, they forgot all the promises they had given to the Lord as they made the covenant. The people refused from the Lord!


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.'

(Ex., 32, 7-8)


The Lord saw the people worshipping the golden calf as the god, which brought them out of Egypt, and the Lord refused from this people. 


"I have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation."

(Ex., 32, 9-10)


But Moses, who had passed the long way of spiritual education began to preach the Lord not to be angry with the people and to have mercy on them. Moses recollected the promises the Lord gave to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and that the Lord promised them numerous descendants and new land. The Lord had mercy on them and didn't destroy them.


Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.

(Ex., 32, 15-16)

Obviously Moses still had some hope that something could be done and he kept the great holy, the Lord's stones with the Lord's words on them. Both parties making the covenant are coming one to another and the commandments written on both sides of the tablets of stones could read the following:

If the initial sin comes over you again and you are not able to overcome the animal desires and strive for alien gods choosing the way of adultery, stealing and even killing, you will not have the land given to you by the Lord;


And if you do not honor your fathers and mothers, if you do not observe the Sabbath, the day of rest blessed by the Lord, and if you do not honor and worship the name of God and start to worship foreign gods and idols making sins against the Lord, you will be punished and your children, grandchildren and even great grandchildren; you will get into slavery and I, the Lord Almighty, will never be your God!


When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it.

(Ex., 32, 19-20)

As Moses saw the golden calf and people dancing around it his hope to redeem the situation vanished. The God saved the Israelites, leading them to the promised land. Moses left them for some time only and the Lord turned to be useless for them. Only on wish of the Lord Moses broke the tablets of stone at the foot of the mountain.


He said to Aaron, "What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?"


(Ex., 32, 21)

Moses was right to blame Aaron for the blasphemy of the Israeli people. The priest was responsible for spiritual conditions of the people. Aaron would pay a high price for his sin but the Lord said:


"However, when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for their sin…"

(Ex. 32, 34)

Aaron tried to justify his deeds blaming his people: "You know how prone these people are to evil," – he said. Moses called the Levites who were faithful to God and told them to kill those who still continued the feast. The Levites did as he said and about 3,000 people died.

On the next morning Moses returned to the Lord and said: 


So Moses went back to the LORD and said, "Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. But now, please forgive their sin-but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written." 
The LORD replied to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and my angel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for their sin."

(Ex., 32, 31-34)

Moses couldn't imagine his life without his people, he preached to the Lord saying he was prepared to die with his people if the Lord could not forgive the Israelites. But the Lord would not accept his offering, the Lord commanded him to take the people and leave this place saying an angel would go before them pushing alien people away from Israelites. The plague sent by the Lord and the fact that the Lord would not come with the Israelites made the people comprehended what sin they had committed and they took off all their ornaments. 


Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting." Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 

(Ex., 33, 7)

As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent. The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend;

(Ex., 33, 9-11)


The people committed sin but Moses didn't partake in this sin and the Lord kept on talking to Moses. People wanted to redeem their sins and worshipped the Tent of Meeting standing away. The Lord spoke to Moses "face to face" and it proved the high spiritual nature of Moses. None of the prophets could speak to the Lord in that way.


Time passed and Moses asked the Lord whom the Lord would send with the people of Israel and the Lord said:


The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 
Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us?"

(Ex., 33, 14-16)


And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name."
(Ex., 33, 17)


The Lord knows the rest of the way and the death of Moses at the border with Canaan. Moses was distinguished by his spiritual level from all the others and the Lord would come with the people because of Moses. The redemption of the people and the spiritual purity of Moses would mollify the anger of the Lord and the Lord agreed to lead Israeli people and Moses had his award, he could see the Glory of the Lord and to hear the name of the God.


The LORD said to Moses, "Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.

(Ex., 34, 1)


So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."








(Ex., 34, 4-7)


The presentation of the first stone tablets was made in festive conditions and the people was awaiting Moses at the foot of the mountain, but this time even stocks were banned to come close to the foot of the mountain. The Lord didn't change the behavior towards Moses while the inclination of Moses to bring his life as offering for his people made the Lord to increase the blessing of Moses. The Lord came in front of Moses and announced him the twelve (the classical Hebrew comment says thirteen) names of God, as a whole making the Lord's holy mercy. The first name, the Lord, Lord, is regarded as the first and the second names of the God. This name unveils the name Elohim, representing unity of spiritual and material parts of the world. The name Lord, Lord reflects two parts making impact upon on the world – spiritual and material unity is represented by name God. The meaning of the name could be interpreted like this: I, the Lord make you closer, I, the Lord, banish you away. We may wonder how banishment could be related to mercy? Starting with Adam when the man began to learn the good and evil the Lord would never leave man without His attention, as the man chose the hardest way of learning through the learning of good and evil. One of the teaching could take place in Eden before God. But the man chose the sinful way and despite the banishment made by the Lord the man kept on learning all his life as this was the way to Return. The banishment is not the eternal exile and oblivion, the banishment is the method to generate redemption of sins, banishment is the change of man aimed to bring him back to God.


As Moses dropped on his face and asked the Lord to come with the Israeli people the Lord agreed.


Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD , will do for you.

(Ex., 34, 10)

And the Lord repeated the main covenants with the Israeli people. When Moses descended from the mountain his face was radiant as "because he had spoken with the LORD". 


Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai.


(Ex., 34, 32)

When Moses was not talking to people he put a veil over his face.


But whenever he entered the LORD's presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.

(Ex., 34, 34-35)


Moses gathered all the Israeli people and told them what the Lord commanded, about the Sabbath and gifts of the Lord. And people started to bring gifts required to build Tabernacle. The work was done by Bezalel, Oholiab and other skilled masters. They made the Ark and the cover, special table and all the items, the lampstand and altar of incense, bronze basin for washing and support for it, fencing for the courtyard and garments for the chief of priests and other priests.


As the work was completed every item was demonstrated to Moses.


The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Moses inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So Moses blessed them.

(Ex., 39, 42-43)

For the first time in many years the Israelites were spiritually unified. The people made the work in short period of time and they did it as the Lord commanded Moses on Sinai mountain. 


Then the LORD said to Moses: "Set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of the first month. Place the ark of the Testimony in it and shield the ark with the curtain. Bring in the table and set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. Place the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. "Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; place the basin between the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it. Set up the courtyard around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.

(Ex., 40, 1-8)

The Lord begins the new life of a new people with the first day of the new year, the Lord commands to set up the Tabernacle in accordance with the holy level of each item. This order corresponds to the Way of Banishment of man away from the Lord, the way of spiritual and human losses. Mankind committed the sin in Eden and the cover of the Ark was closed, cherubim were placed to guard Eden. Cain killed Abel and the curtain over the Most Holy Place was closed. The sons of God brought knowledge to earth, but they committed sins and people began to use this knowledge for evil deeds and as "all the people on earth had corrupted their ways" and the waters of the flood washed people away from earth, only Noah family was saved. The curtain over the Holy Place closed behind him. Still people were too pride and they decided to return to God, but they didn't choose the way of redemption, they decided to build tower in Babel, they didn't want to scatter around earth as the Lord commanded. As a result they were scattered away, they were scattered away from the courtyard and the curtain was closed behind them. Time passed and the memory about God began to peter out, the animal nature took over and people started to worship alien gods in form of various animals. The Lord knew that people would not be able to find the way of the Return and the Lord disclosed them the way. And now

So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month in the second year. When Moses set up the tabernacle, he put the bases in place, erected the frames, inserted the crossbars and set up the posts… as the LORD commanded him.

(Ex., 40, 17-19)


People followed the order to set up the Tabernacle as it was commanded by the Lord. The Tabernacle was made accordingly.

And so Moses finished the work.

(Ex., 40, 33)
Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

(Ex., 40, 34-35)

                                      TABERNACLE: THE WAY OF BANISHMENT


"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it…" On the sixth day God created the Consciousness of Mankind. On wish of God it was whole and single and free. God, mankind, animal and vegetable worlds were unified and God was the fundament of this unity.

The Lord God created man of dust and the Lord God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. The Lord God made a garden on the East and put the man into the garden. Man could eat any fruit in Eden except the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The Ark-Eden was full of never dying trees and vegetation. The beauty and the everlasting of the Ark correspond to the beauty of Eden. The man was before the face of the Lord God in unity with animal and vegetable world. His consciousness overwhelmed the whole world, but in any way it was a grown-up child. The words the Lord said after the flood proved that it had been the child time of the mankind:


Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night 
will never cease.
(Gen., 8, 21-22)


Some day in the future as the man had stronger spirit and will the Lord God would have allowed him to taste the fruit from the forbidden tree and it would have not hurt him. But at that time as the man ate the forbidden fruit his consciousness which overwhelmed the whole world shrank and deformed in such a way that the man comprehended he was naked and regarded it as a physical handicap. The weak spirit, immediate power of animal nature and the deadly sin made the man mortal as the Lord had warned him. The man is banished away, the cover of the Ark was closed and cherubim took the place at the entrance to close the way in. At that moment the closed Ark was placed in the Tabernacle. The man was given one commandment and he failed. The further life of man is the way to learn good and evil. The man had to comprehend the sin he had made, to repent, but it would not happen. It was the first spiritual disaster in the history of mankind.


The next stage of Adam, Eve, Cain and Abel lives corresponds to the Most Holy Place in Tabernacle. They were before the face of the Lord, but Adam and Eve would not repent and their sin was continued by Cain. The animal nature, the jealousy, again suppressed the spirit and Cain committed crime. The whole mankind – Adam, Eve and Cain – committed the deadly sin, but this time there was no repentance. The mankind was banished even further away from God, it corresponds to the banishment from the Most Holy Place. Man could not any more be close to God! The holy tent closed the Most Holy Place with the Ark and separated man from the Lord. As a warning the images of cherubim were made on the curtain. The mankind was banished to the Holy Place. It was the second spiritual disaster.


The sons of God brought knowledge to earth. They committed sin and got mixed with people. The knowledge they brought created violence. "Man's wickedness on the earth had become great", "the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence" and the Lord said: "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth". The Lord condemned people in the previous case but that time the Lord cursed the people. The flood destroyed every living being on earth except Noah. The deadly sins brought people to death. It was the third disaster. It corresponds to banishment from the Holy Place to the courtyard in Tabernacle. The Tabernacle was covered by tent and people were moved further away from God. Mankind lost God as guardian and was left in the courtyard of the Tabernacle.


People were banished, but they retained the memory about Single God, they had spiritual unity and single language. Despite the command of the Lord to move around earth they decided to build a city and a tower. They had to accept their misdoings and to repent, but they decided to return to God making a tower and being glorified. "We may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth", they decided. But the Lord destroyed their spiritual unity – the unity resisting the wish of God. The Lord confused their languages and they were banished even further away from God. It was the fourth spiritual disaster. A fence was put around the Tent of Meeting and the era of heathenism conquered the earth.

The memory about Single God began to disappear and the spirit of man became weaker and weaker. It was close to spiritual death. The animal nature of man started to overcome the spiritual origin of man, people began to make human offerings instead of animal.


Each stage of banishment is the result of deadly sins committed by people. The banishment took place on wish of the Lord. Only the wish of the Lord may allow mankind to get the chance to return.          

                           TABERNACLE: THE WAY OF THE RETURN


Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.

(Ex., 25, 8-9)

As we discussed the Banishment of mankind we noted that four spiritual disasters (the sin of Adam, killing of Abel, the flood and the Babel) banished mankind away from the courtyard of Tabernacle if we compare the banishment with the design of Tabernacle. As people got beyond the courtyard of the Tabernacle they started to loose the memory about Single God.


The unified spiritual comprehension of mankind was maintained by the deeds of the Lord. People got scattered around the earth as a result of banishment from Babel. People started to be influenced by animal world and natural phenomena. They began to create heathen cults, the people got into a "spiritual trap" and they would not be able to get out with the help of the Lord. The Lord created new nation to bring the peoples of earth on the path of the Return. This nation should become the "kingdom of priests" and the keeper of the truth. God revealed Himself to forefathers and the memory about God helps the people to survive in slavery and to belief in salvation. The Lord unveiled to them and gives them "commandments, laws and decrees". The Lord described to Moses on mount Sinai the Tabernacle, the movable temple, the place the Lord would reside among the people of Israel. The Tabernacle is made according to all the instructions and Glory of the Lord filled it. The new way of Israeli people and all mankind began from that moment. 





Courtyard: Judaism 



The people of Israel was the first to turn to the Way of the Return. Abraham was the first man to start on the Way of the Return, the Lord made Covenant with him. In accordance with the Covenant Abraham and all men in his household and all his male descendants had to make circumcision. Male child had to be circumcised on the eighth day. Circumcision is the offering making the covenant with God, it's the internal and external purification. But the curtain over the courtyard remained closed for people like the line at the foot of Sinai mountain, which was not to be overcome under the fear of death. Two offerings had to be done on the Redemption day. Two human offerings had to be made to purify people (as a whole) from sins and to redeem the sins of Babel. These offerings were purifying the consciousness of people, they helped  to suppress the desire to worship alien gods. It was required to confirm the commandments, laws and decrees. 

The offerings of Nadab and Abihu raised the curtain of the courtyard and open the way to the first stage of the Return to the people. On wish of the Lord they opened the way to Judaism to people of Israel. Judaism is the courtyard of the Tabernacle as people had access only to the courtyard of the Tent of Meeting. The curtain of the courtyard was supported on four posts, i.e. there were three ways between the posts. The three ways led to Judaism: the way of commandments, the way of laws and the way of decrees and accordingly the spiritual consciousness of people is characterized by three levels. What were the main spiritual and historical tasks Judaism had to solve? That people had the mission to lead the mankind on wish of God and with the help of God to the way of the Return. What was left as the Israelites deviated from this way refusing from it? The people had to maintain without modifications the memory of what the Lord had given them to allow people in thousands years to read the Truth destined for the future mankind. 

The altar of burnt offering was located in the courtyard. Various offerings were made on the altar. The examination of the offering tradition in Judaism shows that Judaism had to suppress the animal nature of man and to create the spiritual unity with God. It was the main task of Judaism. Judaism had to return the unified spiritual consciousness of people which had been lost as a result of scattering from Babel. The Israeli people had to keep the Truth given by the Lord, it was the main historical destination of Israeli people for thousand years. The Truth is the fundament of the way of the Return to God. 

The Lord created people in very severe conditions of slavery in Egypt. The Lord brought people out from Egypt demonstrating miracles and punishing everyone who resisted the will of God. Forty years the Israeli people wandered in the desert – those were the forty years creating the unified spiritual consciousness of the people. The Lord commanded to make sacred meetings to keep and develop spiritual unity as the sacred meetings allowed people to unveil spiritual emotions of the people and relation to God. The people of Israel stepped on the first stage of the Return to God and it had impact upon Edomites and Egyptians: their children could enter the Covenant with the Lord in third generation. If Israelites were faithful to the Lord the Lord's Presence among Israelites guaranteed orderly disclosure of Truth at all the stages for whole mankind. The Lord promised and led His people to better life in promised land. The people had to go towards the Lord fulfilling all the commandments. As the Israelites ruined the union with God the chances of any further spiritual development in Judaism began to vanish. They were not able without the help of the Lord to disclose the spiritual treasury, which they received in Torah and in the books of the prophets. On wish of the Lord Christianity came to replace Judaism. We'll be using the name "Old Testament Christianity" for the Pentateuch of Moses as it was the spiritual teaching of the Holy.   



         The Holy: Old Testament Christianity


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water in it.

(Ex., 30, 17-18)

Only anointed priest was allowed to enter the Holy Place. The priest had to wash his hand and feet in the wash basin, which consisted of a basin and a separate pedestal. The Holy Place was separated from the courtyard by the curtain. It meant the next spiritual stage for man and people on the way to God. Later this stage would be named Christianity, the washing procedure required before the entrance to the Holy Place was the prototype of Baptizing. The basin with water and the washing procedure protected the priest against the death as he entered the Holy Place. It symbolized Jesus Christ, who brought his teaching and purified man inside and outside (spiritually), He allowed people to go up on the next spiritual level. The pedestal and the basin with water was the prototype of John the Baptist, who asked the Hebrew people to repent and purified them in waters of Jordan river. 


Judaism (the entrance to the Tent of Meeting) in terms of the Return was focused to overcome Babel sin, but the Christianity of the Old Testament (the Holy Place) was needed to overcome the aftermath of the flood and to enter the era when people were living before the flood. People could get to the next spiritual stage of the development on wish of the Lord by means of two human offerings. One offering was needed to repent the sin of the people and to purify the people of this sin. Jesus Christ sacrificed His life to purify the sins of contemporary people (the Lord forbade to preach Christianity in Arab world) and He redeemed a part of sins committed by people before the flood had come. On wish of the Lord a man is born to the world to bear the sins of peoples. On wish of the Lord the Purification and Redemption took place. People's consciousness was cleaned of sins, the people (as a whole) was give a chance to comprehend and to accept the preached teaching. Purification of each individual person is carried through baptism. It's one time procedure – purification of an individual and purification of a whole people. Resurrection of Jesus Christ after his death symbolized the redemption of sins people had committed before the flood. This Redemption covered the sins committed after the banishment of people from the Most Holy Place, i.e. after the sin of Cain. It means the sins of Adam, Eve and Cain were left without redemption and they should be redeemed at the next stages of the Return. 


The curtain closing the entrance to the Holy Place is supported on five posts, i.e. it opens four ways. One more way to the Holy Place compared to Judaism, the one to the utmost north, gives way to heathens to accept Christianity on the basis of their belief avoiding Judaism.    


All the stages of the Return connected with the spiritual leaders nominated on wish of the Lord were demonstrated by the history of Israeli forefathers: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses. As the direction of spiritual Return is opposite to the historical direction the return of Israeli people from Egypt and settlement of spiritual unity with God was represented by unification of all the descendants in Jacob-Israel. The stage of Christianity is prototyped by the unification in Isaac (as the prototype of Jesus Christ), Jacob (the symbol of spiritual values of Judaism) and Esau (representing heathenism). The next post Christian stage of the Return will represented by unification of Abraham and Isaac (Christianity) and Ishmael (Islam). 


In what way can we imagine Christianity of Old Testament? First of all the Holy Place is opened to people, it means that people basically suppressed the animal nature and there is no more need for animal offerings. All the other offerings are still there. Blood of animals is replaced by wine in all rituals. In terms of spiritual growth the Christian of Old Testament should be close to Israeli priest, i.e. the service to God should be done for the whole people, but not only for himself. The Lord's Presence would have impact upon numerous people – many of them would have started to prophesize. There wouldn't be worshipping of man, his image and remnants in Christianity of Old Testament (the place Moses was buried was unknown on wish of the Lord). Worshipping man (images of men) destroys the connection of man to God, it will as a result lead to opposition of mankind to the Lord. Mankind features collective intelligence, worshipping this intelligence is making man into "a god", the this Salvation will lead to death.   




The Most Holy Place: Post Christianity. The Return.


Mankind will be given a chance to rise to the new spiritual level, which is symbolically represented as the Most Holy Place in Tabernacle. This chance will be given by two human offerings. One of the offerings will redeem the sin of Cain and his descendants, it will purify a part of mankind of sins, it will give a chance to comprehend the Truth of the Holy Scripture. The second offering will bring the human sins to the initial stage of life. Both offerings will be the result of freewill – each person chooses his way individually. The spiritual unity of people with the Lord, the way of the Return will be named as the Church of the Return. The Church of the Return will solve the problems after Christianity on the next spiritual level. Priest could enter the Most Holy Place only once a year to purify the sins of his people: the aim of the Church of the Return is to service the Lord Almighty for the Purification and Salvation of all nations on the basis of unified efforts of Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the Church of the Return. It will be required for spiritual service to the Lord. Only the unity for the service to the Lord will be able to change the spiritual conditions of Conscience of Mankind and each individual man. Mankind has got collective Intelligence, which is named the Conscience of Mankind, the conditions of this Intelligence reflect the attitude towards God and any person. Collective intelligence of a nation and mankind are in terms of free will comparable to consciousness of any individual person.


Altar for burnt offering is positioned in front of the curtain closing the Most Holy Place. A priest has to bring offering to purify sins for himself and he has to make the burnt offering before he enters the Most Holy Place. Before people can service the Church of the Return they have to be prepared and purified. Individual purification (analog of Christian baptism) will be connected with the altar for burnt offering.





The Ark: Messiah

The next spiritual stage for mankind is defined by the wish of the Lord, but we can state with confidence: it will be severe time for people. Spiritual decline of mankind will find its way through degradation and split of traditional churches, distortion and persecution of Holy Truth. All the traditional teachings will get disintegrated and they will be used as the basis for unified spiritual teaching. But it will also deviate from the truth and decline as the result of split in collective intelligence of mankind. It will be the time of opposition – collective intelligence of mankind will oppose the wish of God, it will be the time when the Truth will get concentrated.  

The fourth stage of the Return to God will be carried out by Messiah – man who will feature on wish of God all the required qualities to fulfill his destination: to separate mankind. The Ark can be accessed from top and it's closed with the atonement cover. It could be opened only by the Lord, by two freewill human offerings. There is only one way to the Ark and there was only one river watering Eden. It means mankind has to reach unified spiritual conditions and all the peoples will have to find the single spiritual Truth. By the time of Messiah all the religions will be unified into one stream based on the Truth. But this unified spiritual teaching will not withstand resistance of human intelligence and it will be destroyed. The exit of descendants of Israel from Egypt was the prototype of the Judgment over mankind. Those who are going to be left will have to be taught to overcome the last stage of the Return – the spiritual purity of man should reach such high level that they won't be hurt by the flaming sword of cherubim.

Third Book Of Moses

LEVITICUS

The concept of offering goes back to most ancient times, it represented the intuitive imagination of man reflecting spiritual and material unity of the world. The Lord gave the laws stipulating offering procedure at mount Sinai. Those laws were given to Israeli people and the goal was to transform Israeli people into Holy People, the kingdom of priests. But these laws had and will have meaning for each person and each people trying to get close to God, and each priest leading his people to God. But the meaning is different: the offering concept was given to ancient people of Israel, but today each man has to create self control and desire to purify his soul. The offering of each man is the way aimed to overcome the animal nature of man and to provide spiritual growth. Comprehension of sin, the need for repentance and purification make the basis for the concept of offering. If a man is looking for redemption of sins he accepts his sins and gives promise to avoid sins in future, he tries to suppress the animal nature not to allow it to gain power over him. Offering was used to solve these tasks in Judaism. The search for Holy Spirit and Truth represent the goal of spiritual improvement of man on his way to God, the man has to comprehend his responsibility for spiritual position of his people and all mankind. 


Prior to make service in the Tent of Meeting each priest has to complete cleaning procedures. Moses washed Aaron with water and put on him sacred garments in presence of all Israeli people.

Moses sprinkled anointing oil over Tent of Meeting and all items in the Tent of Meeting, he poured oil over Aaron's head to consecrate him. Then he brought in sons of Aaron and put the sacred garments on them.


To clean priests, Aaron and his sons, a calf is brought to the Tent of Meeting. Aaron and his sons put their hands on the calf at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. They transferred their sins to the calf and then the calf was slaughtered and made the sin offering. Later they brought in a ram and after putting their hands on it the ram was slaughtered and brought for burnt offering. Then a ram was brought, the ram for the ordination. Aaron and his sons put their hands on it and then it was slaughtered. Some of its blood was put on the lobe of Aaron's and his son's right ears, on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet: the ears of the priest should be open to the voice of the Lord, while the hands and the feet should be prepared for the deeds on behalf of the Lord as the righteous way leads to God. After the offering for the ordination Moses took some part of anointing oil and blood of offerings and sprinkled over Aaron and his sons and their garments. Aaron and his sons took the meat from the ordination offering, cooked it and ate with the bread made without yeast.


This ceremony continued seven days and all that time the priests could not leave the Tent of Meeting to stay alive.


On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel. He said to Aaron, "Take a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram for your burnt offering, both without defect, and present them before the LORD. Then say to the Israelites: 'Take a male goat for a sin offering, a calf and a lamb-both a year old and without defect-for a burnt offering, and an ox and a ram for a fellowship offering to sacrifice before the LORD, together with a grain offering mixed with oil. For today the LORD will appear to you.' "

(Lev., 9, 1-4)

All the people went to the Tent of Meeting and people brought everything the Lord commanded Moses. Aaron came to the altar and sacrificed the ox as his sin offering. Then he and his sons brought ram and made the burnt offering.


Aaron and his sons took all the items brought by the people and sacrificed the goat as the sin offering of the people. Aaron made the burnt offering and sacrificed ox and ram for the fellowship offering on behalf of the people. Then Aaron raised his hands and blessed the people.


Moses and Aaron then went into the Tent of Meeting. When they came out, they blessed the people; and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. Fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown.

(Lev., 9, 23-24)

Aaron and his sons were consecrated and accepted for service to the Lord. The Tabernacle and all the altars were consecrated as well as all items in it and all the offerings were sacrificed for the people of Israel.


Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 

(Lev., 10, 1-2)

Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, were anointed as priests and their lives belonged to God. All the offerings were made and all the altars and items in the Tent of Meeting were consecrated, the people of Israel was cleaned. Still the main procedure was not yet done – the barrier, which separated the people at Horeb mountain at the time the Lord appeared, the barrier of Babel sin were present yet. The spiritual curtain over the courtyard was not yet opened to people. Each curtain in the Tent of the Meeting should be opened by human offering. Nadab and Abihu were anointed they were cleaned of sins and made burnt offering, they cleaned themselves before God and the Lord accepted them as offering for sin and burnt offering to open the people of Israel and all mankind the way of the Return to God. Aaron understood it and accepted it:

"Today they sacrificed their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD…"

(Lev., 10, 19)

This is the eternal law for mankind moving to the next stage of spiritual development: two human beings have to offer their lives to open other people new stage on the spiritual way – they are opening the next curtain of the Tabernacle. One life is to be offered for glory while the other for damnation. The same happened with Christianity: the death of Jesus Christ opened the curtain hiding the Holy Place and redeemed the sins of mankind which had lived before the flood and cleared the sins of present generation, while Judas brought those sins to the initial stage. These offerings go back to the time of Abraham, when he had to offer his son. The Day of Atonement set up by the Lord for people of Israel is the prototype of those offerings.





The Day of Atonement


The people of Israel is forbidden to eat and to work on the tenth day of the seventh month. 

…because on this day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before the LORD, you will be clean from all your sins. It is a Sabbath of rest, and you must deny yourselves; it is a lasting ordinance. The priest who is anointed and ordained to succeed his father as high priest is to make atonement. He is to put on the sacred linen garments and make atonement for the Most Holy Place, for the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and for the priests and all the people of the community. This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.
(Lev., 16, 30-34)


Atonement of a man and people is done by the Lord. Spiritual efforts are required to make the atonement, these efforts are needed to fulfill the laws, commandments and decrees as well as sincere repentance of one's sins. Offerings are not the main means to establish connection to the Lord, and the offering was not mentioned in the Lord's commandments. Offerings can't replace the sincere fulfillment of the Lord's commandments about mercy, justice and love to neighbor. The people unlike an individual man stands before the Lord in a different manner. The cleaning of the people is the purification of the unified spiritual consciousness, collective intelligence. The people represented by the collective intelligence stands as a personality at a new level.


Priest can enter the Most Holy Place only in linen garments, i.e. in garments made of vegetable materials: 


"This is how Aaron is to enter the sanctuary area: with a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. He is to put on the sacred linen tunic, with linen undergarments next to his body; he is to tie the linen sash around him and put on the linen turban. These are sacred garments; so he must bathe himself with water before he puts them on.

(Lev., 16, 3-4)


The priest wearing the priestly garments (breastpiece, ephod etc) – which stress his service to God – can come not closer than the Holy Place. As the priest stands before the Lord in the Most Holy Place he is represented not by his outer clothing, though his spiritual stance and spiritual position of his people.   


The people of Israel brings two goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering.


Then he is to take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. He is to cast lots for the two goats-one lot for the LORD and the other for the scapegoat. Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD to be used for making atonement by sending it into the desert as a scapegoat.

(Lev., 16, 7-10)
Aaron brought bull for sin offering for himself and his family. Then he took a censer full of burning coals from the altar and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense and brought it to the Most Holy Place. There Aaron had to put the incense on the fire before the Lord.


He is to put the incense on the fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die. He is to take some of the bull's blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the atonement cover.


(Lev., 16, 13-14)

Sins were cleared by the Lord as the people made repentance and as a result the sin offering was made. Goat was the sin offering for people. The blood of the goat was brought to the Most Holy Place and the blood was sprinkled over the atonement cover of the Ark and the blood was sprinkled before it. That was the way to make atonement of the Most Holy Place. Then Aaron cleaned the altar for incense, putting blood of the bull and the goat on all sides of it. Then he sprinkled blood seven times over the altar, cleaning it and making atonement of people's sins.


When Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the live goat. He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites-all their sins-and put them on the goat's head. He shall send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place; and the man shall release it in the desert.

(Lev., 16, 20-22)

Later Aaron took off the linen garments and left them in the Tent of Meeting. He washed his body with water in Holy Place, put other garments and made burnt offering for himself and the burnt offering for the people. 


This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh month you must deny yourselves and not do any work-whether native-born or an alien living among you - because on this day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before the LORD, you will be clean from all your sins. It is a Sabbath of rest, and you must deny yourselves; it is a lasting ordinance.

(Lev., 16, 29-31)

Later the Lord gave Israeli people other laws and regulations – for the people of Israel and for priests.

"Keep my commands and follow them. I am the LORD. Do not profane my holy name. I must be acknowledged as holy by the Israelites. I am the LORD, who makes you holy and who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD."

(Lev., 22, 31-33)




LAWS ABOUT FEASTS

The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'These are my appointed feasts, the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. " 'There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the LORD.

(Lev., 23, 1-3)

'These are the LORD's appointed feasts, the sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their appointed times: The LORD's Passover, the LORD's Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Firstfruits, the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles.

The Lord set up the command to make Jubilee, the Lord commanded how the people had to use land. Each fiftieth year is the Jubilee year. All people have to be set free in this year, those who live in foreign land and they will have to return to land of their ancestors as the land was distributed among people. This year as the forty nineth year should be the years for rest of land: people should not sow or reap whatever is growing on land. This is the year for everyone to return to his property. The Lord gives such a rich harvest on the forty eighth year that it's quite sufficient for three years.

Each man faced the choice of two ways. One way is leading to the Lord – it's the way for fulfillment of commandments, laws and decrees. The fulfillment should be done in deeds, words, thoughts and senses. Each man choosing this way will not be left without help or award. The other way is the way of negligence of the Lord's commandments, it's the way opposition and worshipping alien gods. This way leads away from the Lord, it brings people to death. 




Reward for Obedience 


If you are trying to follow the commandments, laws and decrees given by the Lord, if you are trying to follow the way, which leads to the Lord, the Lord will be with you.


" 'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 

" 'I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 
" 'I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you.


(Lev., 26, 3-9)



Punishment for Disobedience

" 'But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror…"

(Lev., 26, 14-16)


The labor of people on earth will be in vain: the nature on wish of the Lord will be opposing the efforts of man. Famine, diseases and enemies will destroy those who will disobeyed. The Lord will turn away scattering the people among other peoples destroying their land. The cities will be destroyed and people will be banished from their homes. 


…So you will not be able to stand before your enemies. You will perish among the nations; the land of your enemies will devour you. Those of you who are left will waste away in the lands of their enemies because of their sins; also because of their fathers' sins they will waste away.

(Lev., 26, 37-39)




The Hope


" 'But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers-their treachery against me and their hostility toward me, which made me hostile toward them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies-then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land.

(Lev. 26, 40-42)

The Lord is merciful, the Lord retains the way for repentance. As people confess their sins, they will repent and turn to the Lord for help. The Lord will remember His covenant and will listen to them and the Return to God will start from the covenant with Jacob. 


These commands, laws and decrees given by the Lord to Moses at the Sinai mountain make the fundament of spiritual development of Israeli people for thousands years ahead. But spiritual development and historical motion are interconnected especially for the Israeli people, while the disobedience results in severe historical lessons.

The Fourth Book Of Moses

N U M B E R S


The Lord commanded Moses to make census of the whole Israeli community of all men in all on the first day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. Moses had to number all the men in Israel twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army. We may propose the direct counting of Israeli people could have impact upon spiritual conditions of the people. To avoid it the numbering procedure was carried out in the following way: the census was made on the basis of money paid by each man for the temple. As the tribe of Joseph on wish of Israel was represented by tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, the total number of tribes was thirteen and the Lord took the tribe of Levi giving them to Aaron for service in Tent of Meeting. The tribe of Levi was called for the service to God as the firstborn of Israelites who were saved by the Lord in Egypt committed the sin making the golden calf. The Levi tribe had to service at the Tent of Meeting, to bear the Tabernacle as the people were moving from place to place, to assemble, dismantle and guard the Tabernacle. As the people of Israel had to fight against heathens the Lord commanded to divide the people into divisions, families and tribes and Moses set up the order for disposition when the people was moving from place to place.


The LORD also said to Moses, "I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of the first male offspring of every Israelite woman. The Levites are mine, for all the firstborn are mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal. They are to be mine. I am the LORD."

(Num., 3,11-13)

The Lord commanded Moses to number all the men and boys aged one month and older in the tribe of Levi. The Levites counted twenty two thousands. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Count all the firstborn Israelite males who are a month old or more and make a list of their names. Take the Levites for me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites. I am the LORD."

(Num., 3, 40-41)


As Moses fulfilled the commands of the Lord and numbered all the firstborn of Israel a month old and more, he wrote down 22273 names. 


So Moses collected the redemption money from those who exceeded the number redeemed by the Levites. From the firstborn of the Israelites he collected silver weighing 1,365 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel. Moses gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, as he was commanded by the word of the LORD.

(Num., 3, 49-51)


We noted already that discussing the possibilities for redemption of man and people and as we discussed the procedure of offering we are to conclude that there are various categories of men, people and mankind in their relation to God. When the firstborn of Egypt were killed and the firstborn of Israel were saved those peoples were regarded as single communities (people as a personality), but those were not the communities of individuals. The Lord took all the firstborn of one people (as one firstborn son) for the perished firstborn son of other people. We may assume that the punishment of one people (the killing of firstborn of Egyptians) and glorifying the other (the firstborn of Israel belonged to the Lord) should not have modified the spiritual positions of both peoples. As the firstborn of Israel were exchanged for Levites (inside one people) the exchange should be equal: one man for another man. It should be noted that this time the cost of one human life was mentioned: it was equal to the redemption money paid for a child consecrated to the Lord – it was five silver shekels. 


The LORD said to Moses: "Take the Levites from among the other Israelites and make them ceremonially clean. To purify them, do this: Sprinkle the water of cleansing on them; then have them shave their whole bodies and wash their clothes, and so purify themselves.


(Num., 8, 5-7)


Sprinkling water which contained the ahs of brown cow cleaned man of external impurities. Consecration of Levites was made before the whole people and the whole Israeli people participated in the consecration procedure as Levites replaced the firstborn of the whole Israeli people. 


Bring the Levites to the front of the Tent of Meeting and assemble the whole Israelite community. You are to bring the Levites before the LORD, and the Israelites are to lay their hands on them.

(Num., 8, 9-10)


The people of Israel put hands on the heads of the Levites like on offerings to the Lord transferring all the sins of Israeli people to the Levites. It's the great privilege to bear the sins of one's own people and to purify the people, at least for some time. Then the Levites put their hands on the heads of bulls, one bull was the sin offering and the other bull was the burnt offering to the Lord. The Levites were purified by these offerings. As they did it they were consecrated to the Lord:


Have the Levites stand in front of Aaron and his sons and then present them as a wave offering to the LORD. In this way you are to set the Levites apart from the other Israelites, and the Levites will be mine.

(Num., 8, 13-14)


All the families of the Levites were distributed for their service at the Tent of Meeting and all of them had detailed commands for the days of service, for dismantling and assembly of the Tent of Meeting, for the order they had to follow as the people was moving from place to place. The Levites had to take place around the Tent of Meeting, they guarded it and serviced according to prescriptions.





The Sacred Tent


Kohathites had to be especially clean and they had to be very cautious – they were assigned to transfer sacred items from the Most Holy Place and Holy Place.


The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "See that the Kohathite tribal clans are not cut off from the Levites. So that they may live and not die when they come near the most holy things, do this for them: Aaron and his sons are to go into the sanctuary and assign to each man his work and what he is to carry. But the Kohathites must not go in to look at the holy things, even for a moment, or they will die."

(Num., 4, 17-20)

Curtains of the Tent (the Most Holy Place) are made of thin linen and blue, purple and red yarn with embroidered images of cherubim. One more tent covers the holy tent. The Tabernacle is the temple not only for the earthly world, but for celestial world, it's proved by the curtains over it. The second tent is covered by curtains made of goat hairs. The outer tent is covered by ram skins dyed red and then by skins of sea cows. The curtain over the entrance to the Most Holy Place is made of thin linen and blue, purple and red yarn with embroidered images of cherubim. The Entrance to the Holy Place is covered by the same material, but the curtain is covered by embroidery of ornaments.


When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in and take down the shielding curtain and cover the ark of the Testimony with it. Then they are to cover this with hides of sea cows, spread a cloth of solid blue over that and put the poles in place.

(Num., 4, 5-6)

The curtain with cherubim, which is used to close the Ark of the Testimony, separates the place of God Presence – Eden and the place of God's presence from the rest of celestial world. Eden is hidden there, which used to be somewhere on earth. The thin skins are dividing various levels of Holy Place, the blue material covers the Ark on top and represents the celestial world, the spiritual kingdom.


"Over the table of the Presence they are to spread a blue cloth and put on it the plates, dishes and bowls, and the jars for drink offerings; the bread that is continually there is to remain on it. Over these they are to spread a scarlet cloth, cover that with hides of sea cows and put its poles in place."

(Num, 4, 7-8)


The next level of holy is represented by the items of the Holy Place. The blue material was used as the outer closing for the Ark, but it's internal covering for the items of the Holy Place, separating the holy items from the outer world. The table with bread offering is the next holy item in this order. All the other items positioned on the table including the bread offering belong to the next level of holy and they are put on blue material and they are covered by scarlet cover and thin skins. But bread offering and all the other items had to be placed on the table for the time of movement.


They are to take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand that is for light, together with its lamps, its wick trimmers and trays, and all its jars for the oil used to supply it. Then they are to wrap it and all its accessories in a covering of hides of sea cows and put it on a carrying frame.

(Num., 4, 9-10)

The lampstand should burn all the time the Tent of Meeting is transferred. Though the table with the bread offering was regarded as more holy item, all the items for the lampstand including oil were holy (they were covered by blue cloth with the lampstand) unlike the items positioned on the table.


Over the gold altar they are to spread a blue cloth and cover that with hides of sea cows and put its poles in place.

(Num., 4, 11)


The gold altar and all the items on it were also covered by blue cloth and transferred with all the other items of the Tent of Meeting.


They are to take all the articles used for ministering in the sanctuary, wrap them in a blue cloth, cover that with hides of sea cows and put them on a carrying frame.

(Num., 4, 12)

So, blue and red are the most characteristic colors of the Holy Place.


They are to remove the ashes from the bronze altar and spread a purple cloth over it. Then they are to place on it all the utensils used for ministering at the altar, including the firepans, meat forks, shovels and sprinkling bowls. Over it they are to spread a covering of hides of sea cows and put its poles in place.

(Num., 4, 13-14)

Purple is the dominant color for the courtyard, the purple cloth is covering the altar for burnt offering. The order of articles in the Tent of Meeting reflects the holy levels. Applying the commands given by the Lord about the order for each holy article of the Tent of Meeting prepared for transfer we may arrive to the following conclusions:

1. The Lord divided the Spiritual World for man into the following: the Ark and the cover represent the Place of God's Presence, which is separated by the curtain with cherubim; the Skies – it's the place of the Spirit, which is limited on both sides by the blue cloth and includes the table for bread offering, lampstand with all the articles, gold altar with all articles and other holy items apart from those placed on the table; the place of Presence, the bread offering and items on the table for the bread offering are separated by blue and red cloth; the place for offering is the altar for offering, which is separated from other articles by purple cloth; the place for items used for offerings is separated by purple cloth and thin skin.  

2. Provided the thin skin, which is covering the articles of the Tabernacle, is used to divide the holy articles one from another according to the prescribed order and level of holy destination, we may point out the holy levels in the Tabernacle. Ark of the Testimony with the cover, table for bread offering, lampstand, gold altar of incense and holy tent – in total seven levels. These seven levels of holy represent the spiritual stairway – the way to God. The covering of thin skins shows that to mover along these steps man had to be more clean, prepared for spiritual service in correspondence with the next holy level and closer position to the Lord.

3. Purple color is the symbol of animal blood, the animals proposed as offer and the animal nature of man. The altar of burnt offering is the place for purification of man from animal qualities for spiritual improvement of man. Red (scarlet) color denotes man liberated from the power of animal nature, the man who comprehended the errors he made, and repented, the man who selected the way of spiritual service to God. 


While the man services to God on his behalf in the courtyard of the Tent of Meeting, the other one who's got access to the Holy Place should be on much higher level of purity (holy level) and he should service on behalf of the people.


As the man understands the way to God and begins to be guided by the spirit and his deeds will be united with his soul before the Lord, the man will get access to the Most Holy Place. His service before God will be carried on behalf of the whole mankind without any discrimination for nationality, religion or race. Blue will be his color, the color for spirit rising up to the skies. The curtains of the Tent of Meeting are showing the same structure: purple threads of animal worlds are woven with the red thread of human spirit and vegetable world and with the blue thread of Celestial Spirit.        





The Nazirite


The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'If a man or woman wants to make a special vow, a vow of separation to the LORD as a Nazirite, he must abstain from wine and other fermented drink and must not drink vinegar made from wine or from other fermented drink. He must not drink grape juice or eat grapes or raisins. As long as he is a Nazirite, he must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, not even the seeds or skins.

(Num., 6, 1-4)

The Nazarites were the first spiritual offering to the Lord. People made the vow as a sign of gratitude to the Lord and the Lord showed the excellent examples of spiritual self-education. A man making a vow of separation to the Lord as a Nazarite had to follow the special ritual purity characteristic for priests, giving all his time for service to the Lord. The man was obliged not to drink wine or any other alcoholic drinks, not to take any products made of grapes, not to cut his hair till the end of the vow. In case the vow was broken (e.g. the man was close to a person who died suddenly) the man had to cut his hair and make sin offering on the eighth day and then he had to repeat the vow from the beginning. As the time ended the man had to come to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting and to bring a burnt offering for sin, a fellowship offering, bread offering and drink offering. The Nazirite cuts off his hear at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and put the hair below the fellowship offering.  The priest had to place in his hands a boiled shoulder of the ram, and a cake and a wafer from the basket, both made without yeast. The priest had to wave before the Lord and the vow was completed – the Nazirite could drink wine. The Nazirite vow purified people spiritually, it allowed people to run spiritual self-control and be prepared for ritual purity before the Lord. 





The Priestly Blessing


The LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron and his sons, 'This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: " ' "The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace." ' 

"So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them."

(Num., 6, 22-27)


It was already mentioned that Holy Scripture is the Way of the Return to God for man, people and mankind. That's the task and destination of the Holy Scripture – to show the way. The way of sinner moving towards God is winding and if he deviates from the chosen way "The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace" and the help of the Lord will return him to the righteous way. If the way of the man is straight, "the Lord will bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you". If you are not alone on your way, if you have got strong soul and accepted the Truth and try to avert people from unrighteous way and try to bring them to the Lord "the Lord bless you and protect you", and you'll be able to go along the way to the end!


The Lord gave Moses command about feast of Passover stating the time: on evening of the fourteenth day of the first month. Those people who can't celebrate Passover on that day (was away from home or was not cleansed), should celebrate it on the evening of the fourteenth day of the second month. 


From the day the Tent of the Testimony was established it was covered by the cloud of the Lord. It was fire burning at night. As the cloud rose above the Tabernacle the people dismantled the Tent of the Testimony and moved after the cloud. As the cloud stopped people stopped movement and set up the camp.


At the LORD's command they encamped, and at the LORD's command they set out. They obeyed the LORD's order, in accordance with his command through Moses.

(Num., 9, 23)


The Lord commanded Moses to make two silver trumpets to call the community together, to encamp and to start the motion. The trumpets were used to summon people for meetings, for new Moon Festivals, when Israelites made burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Only sons of Aaron, the priests, could use the trumpets.


When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from your enemies.

(Num., 10, 9)

If you are faithful to the Lord and protects your people and your land, which was given to you by the Lord, you may always ask the Lord for help and you'll be given this help. But you must remember: the Lord can help only those who are moving to Him! If you are fighting on enemy's land and the Lord has brought you there, the Lord will help you, but if you came there without the Lord's command, all your attempts will be in vain.



Israeli people moving away from the mount of the Lord


On the twentieth day of the second month of the second year after the exit of Israelites from Egypt the cloud rose over the Tabernacle and the Israeli people set out away from the mount of the Lord. 


The people got the commandments and laws, celebrated the Passover and in a month the Passover was celebrated by those who couldn't celebrate the Passover in due time. As it was done the Israeli people set out. In tribal order commanded by the Lord the Israelites left Sinai desert and went to the desert of Paran. A little time passed and the people started to complain as they didn't have meat, fish and vegetables. The wrath of the Lord burned into a fire in the camp. Only the preaching of Moses helped to persuade the Lord to extinguish the fire.

…The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. He asked the LORD, "Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me?

(Num., 11, 10-11)


For many years Moses carried the heavy burden of responsibility before God for Israeli people and before the people for all the events that happened since the exit from Egypt. Moses was old and though he was as strong bodily as when he had started the way and his spirit was as high as it had used to be, the spiritual loneliness, the position of intermediary between the Lord and the people turned to be very hard for Moses.


The LORD said to Moses: "Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.

(Num., 11, 16-17)



The Lord decided to partially relieve the spiritual loneliness of Moses and distribute the responsibility for the people among the elders. The Lord decided to raise spiritual power of elders and to make them close to Moses to make them understand and share the concerns of Moses for the people of Israel.


The Lord responded to the desire of people to eat meat and promised to give them meat for a whole month so that at the end the people would hate meat. When Moses wondered how the Lord could get enough meat for 600000 people

The LORD answered Moses, "Is the LORD's arm too short? You will now see whether or not what I say will come true for you." 

So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the Tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again. However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. A young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp." Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses' aide since youth, spoke up and said, "Moses, my lord, stop them!" 
But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD's people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"

(Num., 11, 23-29)


Only Moses and the priests were allowed to enter the Tent of Meeting. The elders had to stand around the Tent of Meeting and as the Lord gave them the part of the Spirit from Moses they began to prophesy. But why did the Lord give them a part of Moses spirit, but didn't give them a part of His spirit? First, the Spirit of Moses was the part of the Lord's Spirit given to Moses. This part of the Spirit corresponded to the level of Moses' spiritual condition and it grew up as he came up along the spiritual stairway. This Spirit included the condition of Moses, his feelings and concerns. The Lord wanted to put elders close to Moses and the Lord gave them a part (they were unable to accept more) of Moses' spirit. The Lord gave the Spirit to elders and drastically changed their spiritual position, it was elevated to upper level. They suddenly saw and comprehended something they could never understand and it resulted in their excitement. As a man going through the woods not knowing the way is excited as he suddenly reaches the top of a hill and looks around in amazement. But God's Spirit is like a seed, it can grow only on suitable ground and people of with low spiritual constitution will soon loose it – the same happened to the Israeli elders. But the memory of that spiritual uprise would stay for ever, sometimes it can change the whole life of a person. The elders lost the spirit but still they remained the closest supporters of Moses. As it's shown in the Holy Script the prophetical abilities can be inherited by people from the day they were born or they can be acquired from God on the wish of God – servicing to God can also be different. The lives of Moses and Balaam show the great difference of ways they chose to service God.

According to Talmud six representatives from each Israeli tribe were chosen. They cast lots and selected seventy elders. Two of them got empty lots, those were Eldad and Medad. But the Spirit sent by the Lord could find the man wherever he was. When Joshua sun of Nun found out the prophetic capabilities of those two men was afraid for authority of Moses, he was concerned there could be a split in the people. But Moses wanted the whole Israeli people to rise to the spiritual level so that they would be able to understand the goals of the Lord, so that the people would follow the Lord without any complaints.

Next day the Lord sent strong wind and the wind brought quail. The quail covered land around the camp. But as people collected the quail and started to eat they were hit by plague. That was the way the Lord punished those who complained not having meat. We may recollect as the Israeli left Egypt and the complained in desert of Sin as they didn't have meat and the Lord brought them quail and they were not hurt by any plague. But that time as the Israeli people had made the covenant with the Lord and promised to fulfill all the commands of the Lord the complains were violating the Covenant with the Lord and the Lord punished them.

Some time passed and Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses for Moses took for wife a Cushite woman. The self-conceit of those people was that high that they regarded themselves equal to Moses and the Lord heard it.

Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.

(Num., 12, 3)


The spiritual condition of Moses was that high that he understood the wish of the Lord and his life was the life of service to God and to his people. The whole life of Moses was predetermined by the Lord. The complains against Moses were regarded as challenge to the Lord.


At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all three of you." So the three of them came out. Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them stepped forward, he said, "Listen to my words: "When a prophet of the LORD is among you, 
I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"

(Num., 12, 4-8)

The Lord said that He gave prophets to Israeli people, the Lord said that He revealed Himself in visions and dreams, but the spiritual position of Moses was at higher level towards the Lord: the Lord spoke to him "face to face clearly" showing all the events. The holy nature and high spiritual position of Moses allowed him to see the image of the Lord. It shows the differentiation of service levels to the Lord on ascending line: the son of God, servant of God, who comprehends the wish of the Lord.


The Lord punished Miriam with leprosy, her skin was white like snow. Aaron was not punished this time as the punishment of the high priest could lead to split among Israelites, but the errors made by Aaron were not forgotten – he could never reach the land the Lord promised to the people of Israel. Aaron and Miriam understood their sin and Aaron pleaded Moses to help Miriam and asked Moses to plead to the Lord. The Lord forgave Miriam on request of Moses. Seven days Miriam was away from the camp and as the leprosy left her she should return back.


The LORD said to Moses, "Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders." 

(Num., 13, 2-3)


It's said in Deuteronomy that people applied to Moses to send people to explore the land and Moses liked the idea. The command to Moses to send people on behalf of Moses shows that the Israelites had low faith in the Lord. The command to send the leaders of Israeli tribes, the men who were honored by people proved the greatness of that mission and the mission was very important for the people. The people of Israel stood before God after the exit from Egypt. The level of spiritual unity was very low yet and the requests of the people were high. Each command was like a testing for the people. Twelve people, one leader from each Israeli tribe went out to explore the land, they explored the land in forty days. Those forty days were the days to test their faith and to estimate spiritual position of the Israeli people in the persons of the leaders. The conclusion was disappointing: the faith of the leaders in God, who created so many miracles, could not withstand the test. Ten out of twelve leaders said the land was rich bearing good fruit, but the people of Israel would not be able to get that land as the peoples living there were powerful and the cities were fortified. And then they started to spread gossips saying that Israelites would not be able to live there as the climate of the land was not fit for Israeli people. Those discussions proved their complete unfaithfulness to powers of the Lord and His help. Only Caleb from the tribe of Judah and Hoshea from Ephraim tribe, whom Moses gave the name Joshua before the exploration, calmed down the people and said they had to go to that land as they had strong belief in the powers and help of the Lord. When the Lord announced the name of not yet born child – as it was the case with Isaac – shows the special destination of the man. The same happened as the name was changed – the new destination was selected for the man, like it was with Abraham and Israel. It happened with Joshua, son of Nun, who fulfilled his assignment: he led the people of the Lord to the land promised to the forefathers of the Israeli people. 


The lack of faith of the leaders in powers and help of the Lord quickly spread in the camp and people began to grumble against Moses and Aaron the same night:


All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt."

(Num., 14, 2-4)


As Joshua, son of Nun, and Caleb, son of Jephunneh, tried to persuade people the Israelites wanted to stone them. The Lord heard it and told Moses that He would send plague and would create a new people for Moses, more in number and stronger, 

Moses said to the LORD, "Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By your power you brought these people up from among them. And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They have already heard that you, O LORD, are with these people and that you, O LORD , have been seen face to face, that your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. If you put these people to death all at one time, the nations who have heard this report about you will say, 'The LORD was not able to bring these people into the land he promised them on oath; so he slaughtered them in the desert.'

(Num., 14, 13-16)

and Moses began to call the names of the Lord, that had been disclosed to him on the Sinai mountain, and he pleaded for his people:


"Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, just as you have declared: 'The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.' In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now."

(Num., 14, 17-19)

The preaching of Moses to the Lord was not a simple reiteration of names the Lord disclosed to Moses – it was the revelation of Moses' soul, the man who spoke to God "face to face", and still Moses was related to his people. 


The LORD replied, "I have forgiven them, as you asked. Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times – not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it. Since the Amalekites and Canaanites are living in the valleys, turn back tomorrow and set out toward the desert along the route to the Red Sea."

(Num., 14, 20-25)

The Lord listened to Moses who pleaded for the people of Israel, but the Lord forgave only their children – he would give the land to the children of the parents, who refused from that land. We may recall the time when Abraham asked the Lord not to destroy Sodom and the Lord promised him: "If I can find ten righteous men in the city I will not destroy Sodom". This time the ten people were disobeying the Lord. Ten was the limit set by the Lord. This oath defined the fate of Moses and Aaron: they also wouldn't see the promised land. The Lord didn't give the land of Amalekites and Canaanites and commanded the Israelites to return to the desert. 


So tell them, 'As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say: In this desert your bodies will fall-every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.

(Num., 14, 28-30)

Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the desert. For forty years-one year for each of the forty days you explored the land-you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.'

(Num., 14, 33-34)


For the first time the anger of the Lord for the sins of parents turned upon the children, but this punishment was used as education for the new people – it was impossible to grow up people from slaves brought away from Egypt. The Lord promised that Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun would be the only adults to see the promised land. The ten people who had been sent to explore the land and who made people grumble were the first to die. The attempt of the people to change the situation and to fight against Amalekites and Canaanites – though Moses warned them not to do it – brought defeat of Israelites and they suffered greatly. The Lord declared the punishment for the people, but at the same time the Lord confirmed the promise to give new land to people of Israel:


The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'After you enter the land I am giving you as a home and you present to the LORD offerings…  

(Num., 15, 1-3)

The Lord gives specified commandments about offerings, which should be done in new land, where the children of Israeli people would live: each burnt offering should be done with bread and oil offering. As we compare the offerings done by people as they had left Egypt we may note that the institution of offering is changing, but the change would not mean cancellation of some particular offering types, but the Lord tried to make the offering procedure more effective for the changing spiritual position of Israel people. The offerings represented in full (in accordance with the spiritual improvement of the people) the animal and vegetable nature of man and his spiritual position, the goal of offerings was to mollify the effect of animal nature in man and to strengthen the effect of spiritual nature of man. The Lord wanted His people to remember His commands and the Lord commanded men to make tassels on the corners of their garments, with a blue cord on each tassel, so the people would look at the tassels and recall the Lord who had revealed at mount Sinai:


… and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself.

(Ex., 24, 10)


The Lord gave the Israeli people "commandments, laws and decrees" on Sinai mountain. Those commandments, laws and decrees defined the life of the people for numerous centuries. The commandments given by the Lord made the fundament of the Covenant the Lord made with Israeli people, the commandments were made on tablets of stone, which were placed in Ark of the Testimony. Those tassels with blue cord would always be seen by the Israelites 

You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD your God.' "

(Num., 15, 39-41)


The Lord showed exactly that the animal desires and senses were the basis of all sins, strong spirit was the main means to fight the animal nature of man. Only the permanent ruling of the spirit in man could save him against sins and make him consecrated to God.





KORAH


The doubts created by the people who went to explore Canaan land, the punishment of the Lord and the expected wandering in the desert made people grumble. Some renowned Israelites used the situation and decided to rise up against Moses and Aaron, the chief priest. Some Levites guided by Korah and certain Reubenites-Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth rose up against Moses and Aaron. They masked their intentions as the fight against the rule of Moses and Aaron, while in reality they wanted to grasp the power over the people and to change the goals for the people, which had left Egypt. 


They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron and said to them, "You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the LORD's assembly?"

(Num., 16, 3)

Moses saw that a new riot was beginning, which could have led to death of Israeli people. Moses fell facedown and said:


"In the morning the LORD will show who belongs to him and who is holy, and he will have that person come near him. The man he chooses he will cause to come near him. You, Korah, and all your followers are to do this: Take censers and tomorrow put fire and incense in them before the LORD. The man the LORD chooses will be the one who is holy."

(Num., 16, 5-7)


Next day two hundred and fifty men claiming they wanted to service the Lord took their censers, put fire and incense in, and stood at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. Moses and Aaron stood there as well. All the people came to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.


… the glory of the LORD appeared to the entire assembly. The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Separate yourselves from this assembly so I can put an end to them at once."

(Num., 16, 20-21)


But Moses preached to the Lord saying that only one man sinned and the Lord asked Moses to bring people away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.  


Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. He warned the assembly, "Move back from the tents of these wicked men! Do not touch anything belonging to them, or you will be swept away because of all their sins."

(Num. 16, 25-26)

Moses said that the Lord had sent him for the Israeli people and the Lord would prove it. If they died by natural death it meant the Lord had not sent Moses.


As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them split apart and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, with their households and all Korah's men and all their possessions. They went down alive into the grave, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and were gone from the community.

(Num., 16, 31-33)


The death of a man given to him as a punishment may repent some of his sins, but the dreadful death of Korah and all his men was a warning to anyone who wanted to consciously oppose the Lord.


And fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men who were offering the incense.

(Num., 16, 35)

The LORD said to Moses, "Tell Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, to take the censers out of the smoldering remains and scatter the coals some distance away, for the censers are holy – the censers of the men who sinned at the cost of their lives. Hammer the censers into sheets to overlay the altar, for they were presented before the LORD and have become holy. Let them be a sign to the Israelites."

(Num., 16, 36-38)


The fire sent by the Lord burnt down people who came to offer the incense. They violated the commandment: only sons of Aaron, the priests were allowed to offer the incense. But those people came to the Lord and though they were sinners their death was the sin offering and it made the censers holy. Eleazar made everything as it was commanded by the Lord: the censers were hammered out to overlay the altar as a sign to the Israelites. The Israelites had to understand that only priests could make offering of the incense before the Lord.


On the next day the people came to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and blamed Moses and Aaron for the death of people who sinned before the Lord. The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting and the glory of the Lord showed to people.


… and the LORD said to Moses, "Get away from this assembly so I can put an end to them at once." And they fell facedown. Then Moses said to Aaron, "Take your censer and put incense in it, along with fire from the altar, and hurry to the assembly to make atonement for them. Wrath has come out from the LORD; the plague has started."

(Num., 16, 44-46)

It was the twelfth time the people of Israel grumbled before the Lord and was punished for it, while Moses and Aaron saved the people. Offering incense was allowed only in the Tent of Meeting and only Moses could understand that the incense could be done away from the Tent of Meeting to save the people. Aaron followed the order of Moses, though in case of an error he could die – the priest was presenting the people before the Lord and the Lord before the people. The life of a priest belonged to the Lord, his death could have repented the sins of the people. Any priest knew it and had to be prepared for it – to be prepared to offer his life for the sins of the people. As Aaron stood among the dead and alive the plague stopped. When the Lord made the verdict saying the adults of Israeli people had to die in the desert death became the payment for any sin done by Israelites.


The Lord wanted to stop the claims among the people for priestly service and the Lord gave the following command to Moses:


The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the Israelites and get twelve staffs from them, one from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes. Write the name of each man on his staff. On the staff of Levi write Aaron's name, for there must be one staff for the head of each ancestral tribe. Place them in the Tent of Meeting in front of the Testimony, where I meet with you. The staff belonging to the man I choose will sprout, and I will rid myself of this constant grumbling against you by the Israelites."

(Num., 17, 1-5)


Moses did as the Lord ordered him: he collected staffs and put them at the Ark of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting.


The next day Moses entered the Tent of the Testimony and saw that Aaron's staff, which represented the house of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed and produced almonds.


(Num.,17, 8)


Moses brought the staffs and showed them to the people of Israel and each one took his staff.


The LORD said to Moses, "Put back Aaron's staff in front of the Testimony, to be kept as a sign to the rebellious. This will put an end to their grumbling against me, so that they will not die."

(Num., 17, 10)

Moses did as the Lord ordered and he put the staff of Aaron in front of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting. As the Israelites saw the sprouted staff of Aaron the rebellious feelings of the people stopped and the people of Israel comprehended their fate though they didn't want to believe in it even after the deeds of the Lord.


The Israelites said to Moses, "We will die! We are lost, we are all lost! Anyone who even comes near the tabernacle of the LORD will die. Are we all going to die?"

(Num., 17, 12-13)

The Lord gave commands to Aaron about the service of Levites, about offerings and parts of offerings, which the Lord gave to Aaron and his family. The people would give the Lord a tenth part of their harvest and wine, which would go to Levites. The best part of it (the tithe from the tenth part) they would give to the Lord and it would belong to Aaron and his family.

The LORD said to Aaron, "You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the Israelites.

(Num., 18, 20)

The Lord gave Moses and Aaron commands how to cleanse people who touched dead body – they had to use the ash of red heifer.


Almost forty years passed as the people of Israel wandered in the desert. The Israelites crossed Sin desert and came to Kadesh. Miriam died and was buried there. This area didn't produce sufficient water for people and flocks and people again started to grumble recalling Egypt. Moses and Aaron came to the Tent of Meeting and the glory of the Lord appeared to them.


The LORD said to Moses, "Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink."

So Moses took the staff from the LORD's presence, just as he commanded him. He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?" Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.

(Num., 20, 7-11)


People of Israel came the desert of Sin as they left Egypt. At that time people asked for meat and bread. Now they were asking for water. Despite the rebellious nature the people of Israel had changed spiritually during the forty years they spent in deserts. Previous time the Lord asked Moses to take only some elders of Israeli people (as the unfaithful people would have only interfered). The Lord told Moses that He would be on the rock and Moses would strike the rock with the staff and the water would pour out. 


This time the Lord ordered Moses to bring all the people to the rock and the rock would yield water according to the word of Moses and Moses had to do it on behalf of the Lord. What changed since the first time? Did Moses change? Yes, he did. But the Israeli people also changed, the spiritual position of the people changed, the faith of the people changed. The Lord saw it, but Moses couldn't note it. The word of Moses and the faith of the people had to become the deeds on wish of the Lord in Kadesh. The Israeli people had to come to the next stage of spiritual development, to become unified with the Lord, to believe in the strength of the people. But Moses was tired, he was bored by the grumbling people and he disobeyed the command of the Lord: he stroke the rock twice without saying it was the wish of the Lord and water poured out. About thousand and three hundred years passed and Jesus Christ was sent to unveil for people the Holy and to do what Moses couldn't do.      

But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them."

(Num., 20, 12)

Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom asking his permission to cross his country as Edom was inhabited by the descendants of Esau, brother of Jacob. Moses described the life of Israeli people in Egypt, he described how the Lord brought the Israelites from Egypt and he asked the permission to cross Edom by the straight road (king's road) giving the promise to pay even for water. But Edom didn't allow the Israelites to cross his country and he sent big army to fight the people of Israel. The Israelites had to leave Kadesh and went to Mount Hor.

At Mount Hor, near the border of Edom, the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Aaron will be gathered to his people. He will not enter the land I give the Israelites, because both of you rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah. Get Aaron and his son Eleazar and take them up Mount Hor. Remove Aaron's garments and put them on his son Eleazar, for Aaron will be gathered to his people; he will die there."

(Num., 20, 23-26)


Moses did as the LORD commanded: They went up Mount Hor in the sight of the whole community. Moses removed Aaron's garments and put them on his son Eleazar. And Aaron died there on top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain, and when the whole community learned that Aaron had died, the entire house of Israel mourned for him thirty days.

(Num., 20, 27-29)


The chief priest of Israel, Aaron, had huge spiritual gift, which was the fundament of his prophetic vision. As the Lord called him for service Aaron went to service the Lord without complaint and listen to orders of the Lord and of Moses. He was prepared to save his people and preach to the Lord for repentance.


This service required immense spiritual efforts, it led to some mistakes made by Aaron. But he was always prepared to give his life before God and he did the last command of the Lord and died as the Lord ordered him.


They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!" 

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people.

(Num., 21, 4-7)

Israeli people wandered numerous years in the desert and each sin and each time they grumbled the Lord punished those who was left after the exit from Egypt. The young generation, which grew up in the desert didn't know the benefits of civilization and humbly accepted the wish of the Lord. The elder generation also understood the glory of the Lord and began to accept their errors and to repent. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

(Num., 21, 8-9)

It might be strange: the Lord knew that people were inclined to make and warship gods, the Lord had always banned any gods, but this time the Lord gave the order to make a bronze snake and ordered "to put in up on a pole"? The Lord created the desire for worshipping the snake – people who were bitten by a snake had to look at the bronze snake and get healed. We have to pay more attention to this item giving more details.

1. People committed a sin against the Lord and against Moses;

2. The Lord punished them: He sent venomous snakes and the stakes bit people and people died;

3. People repented for their sins;

4. The Lord gave a means to heal people.

As the people repented for their sin the Lord gave them a chance to look at bronze (dead) snake and stay alive. We may note that the live of a person was retained not by the bronze snake though by the Lord: "…anyone who is bitten can look at it and live".
The Lord said:


"So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but I shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

(Is., 55, 11)

The bronze snake was very risky for the people as it allowed people to worship a snake. The snake was destroyed at the time of Ezekiah. The story about bronze snake was mentioned in the Holy Script for the future as it was the direct message of the Lord to Christians.

The Israelites went on wandering in the desert moving from one place to another. Many years passed and they reached the land bordering with the territory of Amorites. They asked permission to cross their land, but Amorites denied the access to their land. Israelites went on fighting against Amorites and conquered them and their land. The Israelites guided by the Lord defeated Og king of Bashan and captured his lands. They put the camp on Moab facing Heshbon.






BALAAM


As Israelites set their camp at Jordan river Moab got terrified when learned about the fate of Amorites. Moabites invited the elders of Midian. Balak son of Zippor, who was king of Moab, decided to apply the services of Balaam, magus and prophet, to weaken the Israelites and then to force them away from his land. Balak sent his messengers to Balaam:


"… Now come and put a curse on these people, because they are too powerful for me. Perhaps then I will be able to defeat them and drive them out of the country. For I know that those you bless are blessed, and those you curse are cursed."

(Num., 22, 6)


Balak knew the vanity and greediness of Balaam and he sent elders of Moab and Midian to him with rich gifts. Balaam accepted the gifts and left them for the night saying he had to find out the wish of the Lord. At night time as Balaam slept the Lord tested him asking "Who are these men with you?" As Balaam told the story the Lord said he should not come with them:


But God said to Balaam, "Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on those people, because they are blessed."

(Num., 22, 12)


In the morning Balaam refused to go with the messengers telling them the wish of the Lord.


Balak would not be satisfied with this result and he sent more honorable messengers to Balaam promising him honor and awards. But Balaam told the messengers that despite the silver and gold gifts he couldn't disobey the Lord. 

"I could not do anything great or small to go beyond the command of the LORD my God."

(Num., 22, 18)

He left them for the night time in hope the wish of the Lord would change. But the Lord again appeared to Balaam in his dream and allowed Balaam to go with the messengers, but to do what the Lord would tell him. In the morning Balaam sat on a donkey and went with the messengers. We may assume that the Lord saw the unlimited desire of Balak to hurt Israeli people as well as secret desire of Balaam to get the money and the Lord decided to use His power to reason Balak and to give the other one a chance to return to righteous way.


The Lord decided to deprive Balaam of his prophetic gift while Balaam wanted to disobey the Lord's wish, but the Lord gave the prophetic gift to his donkey, which saved Balaam three times and was beaten for it. The vision and mind of Balaam were so confused that Balaam was not surprised as the donkey started to talk. The Lord opened his eyes and Balaam saw an Angel with a sword, who didn't allow him to go. Balaam "bowed low and fell facedown".

"Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one before me."

(Num., 22, 32)

The Angel said knowing that Balaam still had a hope that the Lord would change His attitude towards Israel.

"The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If she had not turned away, I would certainly have killed you by now, but I would have spared her."

(Num., 22, 33)


The donkey had the prophetic vision and it knew that the Angel didn't threaten it, but there was a threat for the owner of the donkey. The Angel tried to tell Balaam that the donkey serviced its owner better than Balaam serviced to God. 


Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, "I have sinned. I did not realize you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now if you are displeased, I will go back."

(Num., 22, 34)


Balaam tried to demonstrate that he didn't understand the intentions of the Angel. He confessed that he had been wrong beating the donkey. The Angel warned Balaam one more time telling him he had to say only what the Lord would tell him.


Balaam warned Balak who met him that he would tell only what the Lord would order him to say. The Lord used the Spirit to give a chance for the sinful man – the great prophet – to return to the righteous way. The Lord allowed Balaam to take part in the salvation of Israeli people. Balaam could have understood the greatness of the mission of the Israeli people and the goals set by the Lord, he could have changed his life.


Balaam ordered Balak to create seven altars and to bring burnt offering of seven bulls and seven rams. Balaam went to the top of the hill to listen to the wish of the Lord. 


God met with him, and Balaam said, "I have prepared seven altars, and on each altar I have offered a bull and a ram." The LORD put a message in Balaam's mouth and said, "Go back to Balak and give him this message."

(Num., 23, 4-5)


In all cases as Balaam met the God he behaved as if he met a man: Balaam made rich offerings (from the human point of view) and he tells about the offering to God in an attempt to find favor in the eyes of the Lord. With the Lord's Spirit he returned back to Balak and princes of Moab and said that he would not be able to oppose the wish of the Lord as the Lord protected the people of Israel. 


From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view them. 
I see a people who live apart and do not consider themselves one of the nations.

(Num., 23, 9)


The people of Israel "lived apart and did not consider themselves one of the nations" as the people of the Lord should not live according to natural historical development. This people created by the Lord from one man would have disappeared from the face of earth if not the Lord assisted the people. All the plagues and tests sent to Israelites were aimed to purify the nation, to strengthen the unity and spiritual position of the people. This nation lived apart, i.e. this nation differed from other heathen nations by spiritual stance. Being obsessed by the Spirit Balaam talked with praise about Israel people and about the future of that people:

Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end be like theirs!"

(Num., 23, 10)


Balak said to Balaam, "What have you done to me? I brought you to curse my enemies, but you have done nothing but bless them!"




(Num., 23, 11)




He brought him to other place in hope Balaam would curse the Israelites. But at the new place as they made seven altars and made the burnt offerings the Lord told Balaam His wish and Balaam said:


God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? I have received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I cannot change it.

(Num., 23, 19-20)

The Lord through Balaam told Balak and Balaam that their secret hopes for the change of the Lord's attitude to Israel were in vain. The words of the Lord blessing the people of Israel would be unchanged.


Then Balak said to Balaam, "Neither curse them at all nor bless them at all!"

(Num., 23, 25)

Balak brought Balaam to the third hill in hope "it would please the God and Balaam would curse the people of Israel". They created altars anew and made burnt offerings. Balaam gave up to the wish of the Lord. The Spirit of God came upon him and he spoke in excitement:


"How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel! "Like valleys they spread out, like gardens beside a river, like aloes planted by the LORD, like cedars beside the waters. Water will flow from their buckets; their seed will have abundant water. "Their king will be greater than Agag; their kingdom will be exalted. "God brought them out of Egypt; they have the strength of a wild ox. They devour hostile nations and break their bones in pieces; with their arrows they pierce them. Like a lion they crouch and lie down, 
like a lioness-who dares to rouse them? "May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be cursed!"

(Num., 24, 5-9)


Balak was angry with Balaam and he asked him to go away, but Balaam stopped him and told him the future of Moab:


"I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of all the sons of Sheth. Edom will be conquered; Seir, his enemy, will be conquered, but Israel will grow strong. A ruler will come out of Jacob and destroy the survivors of the city."

(Num., 24, 17-19)


He told the future of Amalek and Kenites and went back home.


As the people of Israel made the camp in Shittim the Israelites began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, and they made offers to their gods and began to worship alien gods. 


And the LORD's anger burned against them. 
The LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of these people, kill them and expose them in broad daylight before the LORD, so that the LORD's fierce  anger may turn away from Israel." So Moses said to Israel's judges, "Each of you must put to death those of your men who have joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor."

(Num., 25, 3-5)

Once an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman. When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear through both of them – through the Israelite and into the woman's body. Then the plague against the Israelites was stopped and the Lord told Moses:


The LORD said to Moses, "Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away from the Israelites; for he was as zealous as I am for my honor among them, so that in my zeal I did not put an end to them. Therefore tell him I am making my covenant of peace with him. He and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was zealous for the honor of his God and made atonement for the Israelites."

(Num., 25, 10-13)


In total 24,000 Israelites died of plague before Phinehas put an end to the plague.


After the plague the Lord ordered to take a census of the whole Israelite community – all those twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army of Israel. The total number of men according to census was 601730. The Lord commanded to divide the land as an inheritance based on the number of names. The Levites were censed separately as they didn't have land among Israeli tribes.


These are the ones counted by Moses and Eleazar the priest when they counted the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho. Not one of them was among those counted by Moses and Aaron the priest when they counted the Israelites in the Desert of Sinai. For the LORD had told those Israelites they would surely die in the desert, and not one of them was left except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.

(Num., 26, 63-65)

The commandment of the Lord was fulfilled and all the people aged from twenty years and over who had left Egypt died except Caleb and Joshua as they were not confused by the sins before the Lord. The new generation which grew up in desert didn't know slavery and heathenism obeyed the Lord.


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go up this mountain in the Abarim range and see the land I have given the Israelites. After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, for when the community rebelled at the waters in the Desert of Zin, both of you disobeyed my command to honor me as holy before their eyes." 

(Num., 27, 12-14)

It's said in the Book of Deuteronomy that Moses preached to the Lord to allow him to go to new land, but the Lord refused and the Lord confirmed the above decision.


Moses said to the LORD , "May the LORD , the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the LORD's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd."

(Num., 27, 15-17)


Moses humbly accepted the wish of the Lord and he had only one request – to put a leader and a father for the people of Israel, to create a good successor to Moses, who would not only lead the people, but would be a good shepherd for the sheep of Israel. The glory of the real righteous man was unveiled in true desire to spiritually educate the people and to make the people come closer to God. The last desire of Moses – to continue that education of people after his death.


So the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him. Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their presence. Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his command he and the entire community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command they will come in."

(Num., 27, 18-21)


We may recollect that Hoshea son of Num was the assistance of Moses, he demonstrated his belief and eagerness to service to the Lord and when the people were going to explore the Land of Canaan Moses on wish of God changed his name and gave him name of Joshua. Joshua had to lead Israeli people to the promised land and he would do it with pride. The words of the Lords saying Joshua had the Spirit proved that he had the Spirit from the time of his birth and he strengthened his spirit servicing to Moses and to the Lord. The Lord ordered Moses to make Joshua his successor before the whole Israeli community, Moses had to put his hands on him. Putting the hands meant transfer of spiritual and other qualities, the same procedure was used for blessing. But unlike Moses Joshua, son of Nun, could not apply directly to God. He could do it only with the assistance of Eleazar the priest, who received orders by inquiring of the Urim. 


Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as the LORD instructed through Moses.

(Num., 27, 22-23)


The Lord gave Moses orders about regular offerings, Sabbath offerings and Monthly offerings, the Lord gave Moses commands about sacramental meetings and vows for the people of Israel as the Israeli community was to reach the promised land. The older generation, which was brought from Egypt and was inclined to worship heathen gods the spiritual positions of Israeli people improved. According to the changes in spiritual mood of Israelites the Lord gave new instructions about offerings. The Lord gave commands about spiritual offerings – vows and pledges to be given by women and their dependence upon their fathers or husbands. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After that, you will be gathered to your people." 

(Num., 31, 1-2)


A thousand men from each Israeli tribe went for war. The army was led by Phinehas son of Eleazar, who took with him articles from the sanctuary and the trumpets for signaling. All Midian men were killed in that war, including five kings, their wives, children and property was captured. As the army with the capture came to the Israeli community Moses went out. Moses was angry with the army officers, he ordered to kill all the boys and every woman who had slept with a man, but save every girl who has never slept with a man. And then he ordered them to clear with water and stay seven days away from the camp. The captured goods were distributed on wish of the Lord among all those fighting and the rest of Israeli community. As they numbered those fighting against Midians they found out that not a soldier had died. The officers and the soldiers took all gold and brought it "to make atonement for themselves before the LORD". The Reubenites and Gadites saw that the land was good to keep flocks applied to Moses and asked him to give them the land promising they would fight with all the other tribes for their lands. Moses gave his approval and ordered Eleazar the priest and Joshua, son of Nun to give the land to the Reubenites and Gadites.


The Lord gave commands about borders of Canaan land, which the Lord gave to Israel – the borders in the South, West, North and East. The Lord gave the names of people through Moses who would assign the land among Israeli tribes: Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and one leader from each tribe to help assign the land. And the Lord made a command saying the towns should be assigned for Levites with fields and cities of refuge.


These are the commands and regulations the LORD gave through Moses to the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho.

(Num., 36, 13)


The Fifth Book Of Moses

DEUTERONOMY

In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all that the LORD had commanded him concerning them.

(Deut., 1, 3)


Before ending his life Moses discloses step by step the complete spiritual way the people of Israel made with the Lord as it left Egypt. Moses told the Israeli people the commands the Lord had told Moses in His last words. Moses along with Israeli people made a long spiritual way, which had never been done by any person – neither before him, nor after him. Moses looked back and being spiritual father and teacher tried to show the experience he had and to demonstrate the errors the people had made, warning about future errors and prophesizing the future of the Israeli people.  


The Lord ordered the people of Israel at Horeb to conquer new land saying "… I have given you this land…" But Moses complained he was tired to rule the large nation and Israelites appointed the leading men to rule the tribes and to judge the people. The fundaments of righteous judgment were created at the time, and all the laws were applicable to all: Israelites and aliens, chiefs, principals and priests. But why did Moses begin his last speech before the people starting with just judgment, but not with laws and commandments of the Lord? Moses could foresee the future and he knew the Lord would turn away from the people of Israel, which lost justice and mercy, while the future of mankind would depend upon justice and mercy for the time of the Judgment Day.


The Lord brought the people of Israel to the borders of the lands, which He would give them. "Go up and take possession of it as the LORD, the God of your fathers, told you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 


But the people decided to send spies and they appointed spies from the leaders of the tribes and they went there and brought back good fruit from the land saying it was good. But the people refused to take the land as the spies said the land was inhabited by tall and strong men, who were good soldiers. The people would not believe in power of God, though the God made so many miracles for Israeli people. All the attempts of Moses to persuade the people were in vain.


When the LORD heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore: "Not a man of this evil generation shall see the good land I swore to give your forefathers…" 

(Deut., 1, 34-35)
Because of you the LORD became angry with me also and said, "You shall not enter it, either.

(Deut., 1, 37)

The people of Israel left for forty years long wandering in the desert, but the Lord was with the people:


The LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast desert. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything.

(Deut., 2, 7)


The Israeli community passed by their brothers, the descendants of Esau, Moab and other peoples.


Thirty-eight years passed from the time we left Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley. By then, that entire generation of fighting men had perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them. The LORD's hand was against them until he had completely eliminated them from the camp.

(Deut., 2, 14-15)


The people of Israel passed through the lands of Ammonites, the lands of sons of Lot and they came to the lands of Amorites. And the Lord told Moses:


"Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. See, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take possession of it and engage him in battle.

(Deut., 2, 24)


The Lord gave Sihon and "all his sons and all his army", and all the lands of Amorites into hands of Israel people and then the Lord gave them Og king of Bashan. And Moses said to Joshua, son of Nun: "You have seen with your own eyes all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings. The LORD will do the same to all the kingdoms over there where you are going".


At that time I pleaded with the LORD : "O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do? Let me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan-that fine hill country and Lebanon." But because of you the LORD was angry with me and would not listen to me. "That is enough," the LORD said. "Do not speak to me anymore about this matter.

(Deut., 3, 23-26)


The key moments of lives and fates of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as well as the life of Moses were defined not only by their deeds during the time of their lives, but by the fact of their lives chosen by the Lord. They had to meet the requirements of the future spiritual leaders and they were anticipating them. The past, the present and the future are interconnected. The lives of Moses and Aaron were defined not only by errors they made, they showed combined the past and the future of mankind on wish of the Lord. 


Moses told the story how Israeli people got the land beyond Jordan river and allocated the land for tribes of Reubenites, Gadites and Manassites. The camp was put near Beth Peor. Moses started to speak about law, commandments and decrees given to Israeli people by the Lord.

Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.

(Deut., 4, 1-2)

We may note the order of the Lord's commandments. The Lord gave the following order: commandments, laws and decrees. But Moses used another order: decrees, laws and commandments, as the man applied the order natural for man as he was moving towards the Lord. The difference of order chosen by man and the Lord proves that the sequence is of great importance. The three entrances between the four posts supporting the curtain at the courtyard (if looked from the Most Holy Place) are equal to commandments, laws and decrees (from left to right). As the man is moving toward the Lord the order is different.


See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people."

(Deut., 4, 5-6)


Moses asked people "to save their souls not to forget those deeds", which the Lord did before them. Moses reminded people how they stood at the Horeb 


Then the LORD spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice. He declared to you his covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you to follow and then wrote them on two stone tablets.

(Deut., 4, 12-13)


The Lord declared the ten commandments to the people of Israel. The Lord Himself declared all the commandments to all the people standing at the foot of the mountain. Moses once again repeated that people couldn't see the form of the Lord as Moses knew the weak nature of people, who were inclined to worship any image of God. 


You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a man or a woman…

(Deut., 4, 15-16)


Moses said it one more time that worshipping any image was the violation of the covenant with the Lord, it undermined the relations of Israeli people to God.


The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. It was not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. The LORD spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. At that time I stood between the LORD and you to declare to you the word of the LORD, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the mountain.

(Deut., 5, 2-5)


Moses said the Lord made the covenant not only with each individual person, but with all Israeli people. The people were alive and they had to remember it despite the fact that people died and new people were born, who had not partaken in those events.


The LORD heard you when you spoke to me and the LORD said to me, "I have heard what this people said to you. Everything they said was good. Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever!

(Deut., 5, 28-29)


The Lord said that any time a man committed a sin there was a hope for the last resort, which was in man's soul: the fear of the Lord God. The fear of the Lord could be a remedy to heal any sinful soul. The Lord would be your Teacher if you try to come towards the Lord, the Lord will guide you and learning the Lord you will unveil the truth about His Glory and His Greatness.


Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

(Deut., 6, 4-5)

It's the basic idea of relations to the Lord, the basic criteria for the righteous Way of Return: as the man gains closer spiritual positions to the Lord he increasingly comprehends the unity of the Lord. And vice versa, if the Image of the Lord is split into a number of images and people are inclined to attribute the Lord's qualities to all those images, it means the people are going along the wrong way away from God. It should be noted that census of Israeli people was carried only on command of the Lord, but speaking about the Lord the word unified instead the word "one" should be applied.


When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations-the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you…

(Deut., 7, 1)



It was noted that number seven, which was equal to seven days of Creation, is a kind of period in Holy Script depicting either very good or very bad qualities. The seven peoples the Lord used to tell about Abraham degraded spiritually and they reached the lowest level of heathenism making human offerings. They were condemned for extermination and for banishment from their lands. Moses told the people the command of the Lord not to make a union with those people, not to take their women as it was required to save the Israeli people. When Israelites came to the promised land they had to clean it: to destroy the altars, to eliminate post and to cut of the sacred woods, to burn down alien gods.


If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, then the LORD your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your forefathers. He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your womb, the crops of your land-your grain, new wine and oil-the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks in the land that he swore to your forefathers to give you.

(Deut., 7, 12-13)


Listening means accepting and keeping means remembering: nothing should be added or deducted. Those commandments should be followed and used as a guidance in life. The Lord ordered to keep the commandments and mercy. This commandment shows the values of man's relations to God. There are no other most important relations as the love of the Lord to man and the love of man to the Lord. But these relations can be established as people listen, keep and follow the laws given to them by the Lord. And they do it with sincere desire and open heart. The Lord blesses these people in all their deeds, the Lord gives numerous descendants and will bless them. As the children are blessed the Lord blessed the fruit of the land, as the vegetable world is more important than the animal world. The fruit of the land produces bread, wine and oil – all these items are brought to the Holy Place. Then the Lord blesses the fruit of the animal world: the calves of herds and the lambs of flocks. 


Moses told the Israelites that following the commandments of the Lord would allow them to live, to take the promised land and to make the life of the people flourishing.


Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you.

(Deut., 8, 2-5)


Moses called the Israelites to remember the way they passed to understand their mistakes not to allow those mistake happen in the future. The Lord taught the people forty years, the Lord taught the Israelites as they were separated from other peoples. The Lord disciplined His people making it humble and creating the unity of the people. What was the meaning of those trials sent for the whole people in forty years? The people had to remember the word of the Lord, to submit to His wish and to carry the truth about the Way of Return in thousands of years without any additions or deductions. The people had to start to go along the Way of Return and to become the keeper of the Lord's commandments. If the word of the Lord was so important for man as bread the future of the people had to be defined by the spiritual position of the people. 

After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself, "The LORD has brought me here to take possession of this land because of my righteousness." No, it is on account of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is going to drive them out before you. It is not because of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the wickedness of these nations, the LORD your God will drive them out before you, to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.


(Deut., 9, 4-5)


Moses warned that the people of Israel had not deserved that land, he said it to show the Israelites not to become proud of their deeds in the future as it was not the merit of the Israeli people but it was the guilt of other peoples living in that land. The people of Israel was "hardhearted", it always opposed the Lord starting from the exit from Egypt and the Lord wanted to destroy that people many times. We may note that people of Israel was created to bring the Truth into the future, but the goal was not to punish heathen nations which began to make human offerings. The Lord used to tell Moses He would destroy the Israeli people and create a new people from Moses. The Lord promised to create stronger people as the Lord was frustrated with the Israeli people who had to carry the mission. It was not a matter of time for the Lord. 


The disobedience of the people, the influence of the neighboring peoples, and the constant complains proved that the Israelites had no fear of the Lord despite all the showings of the Lord's power they had witnessed. That spiritual opposition of the people to the Lord had negative impact upon Moses and Aaron especially at the time the Israelites committed the sin and made the golden calf and Aaron didn't stop them.


And the LORD was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him, but at that time I prayed for Aaron too.

(Deut. 9, 20)

The other time the people would not trust the Lord and refused to go and to take the land the Lord was giving to Israelites. Moses again had to preach to the Lord asking Him to forgive the people. The people was condemned to wander in desert numerous years.


And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?

(Deut., 10, 12-13)

The Lord created the Israeli people for assigned service. Still the relation of the Lord to His people depends upon the commitment of the Israeli people, the obedience to follow all the commands of the Lord.  


Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing.

(Deut., 10, 16-18)


Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always.

(Deut., 11, 1)


Moses again repeated the necessary conditions for life and prosperity of the people: the Israelites had to follow the commands of the Lord. People had to follow all the decrees, laws and commandments – the sequence given for man moving towards the Lord.


See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse – the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.

(Deut., 11, 26-28)


As the people of Israel crossed the new lands from two mountains they would be followed by the blessing and the curse, so the people would remember it and select the ways of the Lord. It would allow the Israelites to avoid the curse as they turned from the way the Lord commanded them. The people of Israel would move to the west and would pass the woods of Moreh where Abraham lived, to the promised land. On their way to the new land they would find numerous places where the local nations worshipped idols.


You must not worship the LORD your God in their way. But you are to seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go; there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 

(Deut., 12, 4-6)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


As the people came to the new land they would capture wide territory. The Lord would select the only place for His dwelling as it used to be while the Israelites wandered in the desert. The people had to worship the Lord only at that place and bring Him the offerings, special gifts and vows. On order of the Lord Moses commanded the people to destroy all the places on the high mountains and on the hills, break down the altars, smash the sacred stones and burn the poles in the fire, cut down the idols. The land should be cleaned and the past of that land should be wiped from the memory of Israeli people.


Be careful not to sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please. Offer them only at the place the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, and there observe everything I command you.

(Deut., 12, 13-14)


Moses gave the commands of the Lord about the tithe and offerings, he warned about the inclination for worshipping alien gods in the new land and about the punishment if the people turned away from the Lord and started to worship other gods. Moses paid special attention to justice and mercy – Israeli people had always to remember it, to follow the command of the Lord to forgive the debts and to release the Hebrews servants on the seventh year. 


Moses repeated the commands of the Lord about the Passover, feast of Weeks and feast of Tabernacles. Moses reminded all the men that they should appear before the Lord with gifts. And the Lord told Moses:


I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account.

(Deut. 18, 18-19)

It was the only time the Lord said He would send a prophet like Moses, i.e. the prophet would be a man and he would fulfill the same mission: he would open the people the way to new spiritual stage. It's clear that those words of the Lord were said about Jesus Christ.

The Lord gave a simple method to differentiate a true prophet from a false one: if the prophet presumed to say a word on behalf of the Lord and it would not come true – the prophet was not sent by the Lord and he had to be put to death.


Moses gave the command about those who could enter the assembly of the Lord. No one born in a forbidden marriage, nor any of his descendants could enter the assembly of the LORD, even down to the tenth generation, no Ammonite or Moabite as they applied to Balaam for the assistance to curse the Israelites. Edomites and Egyptians could enter the assembly of the Lord: the third generation of children born to them could enter the assembly of the LORD. Thus the spiritual development of Israeli people had good impact upon the other peoples that had relation to Israelites.


You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him.

(Deut., 26, 17)

The meaning of the covenant with the Lord is unveiled in these words. The people of Israel made the covenant with the Lord, the people was obliged to follow the teaching of the Lord represented by decrees, laws and commands. The people had to listen to the Lord and the Lord would deliver His word through Moses, priests or through prophets.

This part of the Lord's address to the people of Israel through Moses deserves more detailed examination: 

Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live…

(Deut., 4, 1)
Moses began his address to people from the most important commands (follow them so that you may live…): the command was to follow. Moses cited the decrees and the laws and then he mentioned the commandments. 

Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations…

(Deut., 4, 6)


Therefore, take care to follow the commands, decrees and laws I give you today. If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, then the LORD your God will keep his covenant of love with you… 

(Deut., 7, 11-12)
If the people of Israel followed to the full extent, keep and understand the Teaching given by the Lord, the Lord would give His mercy to the people of Israel to the full extent of His power. One more provision was added, it was of higher level:

If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God…




(Deut., 28, 1-2)
I.e. in future as the spiritual position of the people reaches the prescribed height and people are guided by their spiritual laws, which are based on commandments and voice of the Lord God, the necessity in decrees and laws will be unnecessary. The voice of the Lord God is understood in two meanings: the word of the Lord given through the prophets and the direct comprehension by the Lord of the deeds and words of men.


Moses gave the people numerous commands given by the Lord.


On the same day Moses commanded the people: When you have crossed the Jordan, these tribes shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph and Benjamin. And these tribes shall stand on Mount Ebal to pronounce curses: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan and Naphtali.

(Deut., 27, 11-13)

The last words of the curses from the mount Ebal were as following:


Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out. 

(Deut., 27, 26)

If the people of Israel followed the ways of the Lord and followed the decrees, laws and commands of the Lord in the new land, the Lord would put the Israeli people above all other nations and it would get all the blessings: in any place the Israeli people would be blessed before all other peoples getting the fruit of the land, being prosperous and being strong to the enemies.

So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel.

(Deut., 31, 9)


The LORD said to Moses, "Now the day of your death is near. Call Joshua and present yourselves at the Tent of Meeting, where I will commission him." So Moses and Joshua came and presented themselves at the Tent of Meeting. 
Then the LORD appeared at the Tent in a pillar of cloud, and the cloud stood over the entrance to the Tent. And the LORD said to Moses: "You are going to rest with your fathers, and these people will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the land they are entering. They will forsake me and break the covenant I made with them. On that day I will become angry with them and forsake them; I will hide my face from them, and they will be destroyed. Many disasters and difficulties will come upon them, and on that day they will ask, 'Have not these disasters come upon us because our God is not with us?' And I will certainly hide my face on that day because of all their wickedness in turning to other gods.

(Deut., 31, 14-18)


The Lord gave Moses the words of the song about the future of Israel and ordered Moses to teach that song to the people as it would be the witness against the sons of Israel when they left their God in future.


After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning to end, he gave this command to the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD: "Take this Book of the Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God. There it will remain as a witness against you.

(Deut., 31, 24-26)


Time would pass and the Israelites would turn away from the Lord, Who gave them the land and they would follow other gods. The Lord would forget them and His anger would be aimed at them:


"See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. 
I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand. I lift my hand to heaven and declare: As surely as I live forever…

(Deut., 32, 39-40)


And Moses said to the people of Israel: 


"Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you-they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess." 

On that same day the LORD told Moses, "Go up into the Abarim Range to Mount Nebo in Moab, across from Jericho, and view Canaan, the land I am giving the Israelites as their own possession. There on the mountain that you have climbed you will die and be gathered to your people, just as your brother Aaron died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people. This is because both of you broke faith with me in the presence of the Israelites at the waters of Meribah Kadesh in the Desert of Zin and because you did not uphold my holiness among the Israelites.

(Deut., 32, 46-51)

Moses blessed the Israeli people, he blessed each tribe from Reuben to Asher. That was the beginning of his blessing:

He said: "The LORD came from Sinai and dawned over them from Seir; 
he shone forth from Mount Paran. He came with myriads of holy ones from the south, from his mountain slopes.

(Deut., 33, 2)


Before his death Moses pronounced the words directed not only for the people of Israel, but for the mankind. The Lord appeared to people on Sinai mount for the first time. The Lord gave the commandments, laws and decrees to Israeli people. The second stage of the Return was related to the name of Jesus Christ as the Lord showed the way to a new spiritual stage not only to Israelites, but to heathens. Esau, brother of Jacob, was the symbol of the heathens, he lived at Seir mount. The return of the heathens to the Lord was proclaimed in the Book of Genesis a thousand and a half years prior to the advent of Jesus Christ. Moses proclaimed that Ishmael descendants, living in Paran desert, would be entered to the assembly of the Lord. Those were the three flocks, which expected Jacob at the well as he went to Laban.


Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land… Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, 'I will give it to your descendants.' I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it." 

And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is.

(Deut., 34, 1-6)










ANNEX  1

Tent of the Testimony items: sizes and individual meaning of each item


In order to find out the sizes of various construction and items mentioned in the Holy Script – in first line construction and altar sizes in Tent of the Testimony and Ark of Noah – we may assume that the proper sizes are not of great value for us while the relations between those items are beyond their sizes. 


The Ark of the Testimony (the Tabernacle) in the Tent of Meeting may be used as the key element in evaluation of these relations. The Ark had the shape of a gilded case to keep the stone tablets of the Testimony. The case was covered with a lid with two Cherubim on top of it making an integral part of the cover. The Lord appeared to Moses in the space between the cherubim. Provided the people lived on earth the height of the Ark will relatively characterize the necessary level for spiritual development of man, i.e. the close relation to the Lord to get access to Eden.


We may note that all the constructions and items in the Tent of Testimony were put in such a way that the longest part of it was directed from the east to the west. If we relate it with the fact that the progress from the Banishment to the Return had to be directed from the East to the West – the longest part of the Tent of Testimony was interconnected with this progress. The Ark of the Testimony is the exclusion of this rule, it was positioned in the Most Holy Place from the north to the south. The size of a construction or an item set from the east to the west characterized the spiritual progress: fall or rise. In a similar way the size of a construction or an item set from the north to the south characterized the relations between people, i.e. collective intelligence. If we mark the length, width and height by letters l, s, h we will get the following correlations – h/l and h/s.


G=h/l characterizes the relative position of man to the Lord. It's the influence of the Lord upon spiritual progress (or upon life as a whole). 

H=s/1 characterizes the human factor of development, the influence of the collective intelligence.


The value of the above noted coefficients for various items in the Tent of Testimony and Ark of Noah is as follows:

Ark of the Testimony                   
G=1,      H=5/3.

Tabernacle: the Most Holy Place  
G= 1/4,  H=1.

Tabernacle: the Holy Place        
G=1/10,  H=2/5.

Ark of Noah                     

G=1/10,  H=1/6.

The courtyard                  

G=1/20,   H=1/2.

The analysis of the above mentioned coefficients shows that each spiritual disaster reduces the link of the Lord to man. The most serious impact upon mankind was made by the banishment of Adam: the link of mankind to the Lord reduced in four times. As we examine the G and H coefficients for Ark of the Testimony we may see that the main goal is the independent development. It may be noted that G coefficient for the Ark of Noah coincides with the value for the Holy Place, i.e. for Christianity. This coincidence proves one more time that the destination of Christianity is to open a new spiritual level for people, the level of mankind living before the flood.


On the other hand we may note that the Banishment had a very negative effect upon the development of collective intelligence of mankind.


As Abram met Melchizedek he gave him the tenth part of everything he had captured as Melchizedek was the priest of God Most High. It corresponds to the rate of the Lord's influence (one tenth) upon the development for Christianity. 


We may examine similar parameters for altars and their meaning.

The altar for incense           
G=2,    H=1.          The ratio:         
- 2.

The table for bread offering  
G=3/4, H=1/2.                                          – 3/2.

The altar for burnt offering      G=3/5,  H=1.                                             – 3/5.


The analysis of the above noted rates shows: first, the closer the position of the altar to the Ark of the Testimony, the higher the level of the Lord's provisions for spiritual and purification act of offering. The altar of burnt offering is located in the courtyard of the Tent (the area of Judaism), it's characterized by the rate three times less than the altar of incense, which is located at the curtain hiding the Most Holy Place.  


Below we examine the coefficients of the events that had their impact upon the further development of mankind. They will be positioned according to order of the Return way of man to the Lord.

The events and their impact:
God

man 

the ratio
Babel




- 1/20;

- ½

- 1/10

Flood




- 1/10;

- 2/5

- 1/4

Sin of Cain



- ¼;

- 1.0

- 1/4

Sin of Adam



- 1;

- 5/3

- 3/5


The ratio of the coefficients proves the existence of a free choice. The Lord gave man freedom to choose and this freedom was given to any individual person as well as to the collective intelligence as a whole. 

AFTERWORD


You might be surprised not to find the name of the author of this text. I didn't dare to put my name as the author of the script that doesn't belong to me. But on the other hand it would be a kind of negligence on my part not to state who did it. I chose the latter.


I was born in Russia in a small town. I spent my childhood in a village. I was baptized as a child but then I turned into atheist.


I was poor and pitiful like my nation, but on wish of the Lord it didn't embitter me and I had love and mercy for ordinary people.


I was twenty years of age when I felt I was given the prophetic skills to change the future and I understood that God is true. But when I found out that special rules were applicable in this domain my interest somehow faded away – I was too young and common life was enchanting.

I was punished.


As the Soviet Union collapsed and the country was overwhelmed by financial gambling I got into the game but soon I was pushed out of it.


All those years whatever sins I committed the internal contact with the Lord would never stop though I never preached and I never went to church. Now as I look back I understand that the Lord has always been looking after me.


I began to understand that my people started to die out – in physical and spiritual terms.


As I saw that the soul of my people was in danger I preached to the Lord in my last hope. "O, Lord, wake up the hearts of people and show them the way of Truth. If You need my life – take it," – I said.


Once I went into a church in one of the monasteries and I was amazed. I began to go to church regularly.


Time was passing. "Study, - I was told in my dreams. – Study…study!"

In some time I understood that I had to learn the Holy Script. I had read the book before, but only some issues created interest in my mind and I never returned to the Holy Script.


I comprehended my task and being guided by the belief I started to study the Holy Script. I began with the Books of Moses and the great wisdom of the Lord was unveiled to me. Nobody apart from the Lord could not show the past, the present and future of spiritual life of mankind. I sometimes marveled, sometimes I was afraid of my work.


I knew clearly Who made the Holy Script, but still deep in my soul I cherished the small hope for a sign. 


It was on December 22, 2000. Over three thousand years passed and the Glory of the Lord showed up over Moscow in noontime. The sky was partially covered by the clouds. The God's Glory was as follows: something like a new sun surrounded by halo shone about thirty five degrees close to the Sun. The shining halo didn't produce an image of a light, it looked like something material, as melted gold. The clouds couldn't hide the golden shining, it penetrated the clouds. As I saw it I marveled and I knew it was the Sign I always waited for. In fact it was not the time for usual traffic jams in that place but at that day the street was jammed with cars and they were there motionless for an hour. Many people could see this phenomena and they observed it with interest. I was so amazed that I couldn't hold my tears. It was there for three hours and then it smoothly disappeared. I regarded it as a Sign. Only two months later it was delivered to me in the vision that it had been the Glory of the Lord.


After that event I began to preach at the icon of Trinity, but soon a day before the spring equinox the Lord appeared to me in my vision and said – "I am single!".      


In a year some three weeks before the book was put for printing I had a vision: a group of people came to me, it was headed by a representative person. One of the men came to me and said to me: "Show the President, what you've written." I took the script and passed it to the "President" saying I had only three days. He took it without a word and went away. 

Next night the same group of people again came to me in my vision. The "President" came to me and returned the script. He said: "Give it to children". And then he left. 









Nikolay.
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